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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH E works of Mr. St^nc, after 
contending with the prejudices of 
focne, and the ignorance tf others^ have 
at length obtained that gdneral approba^ 
tion which they arc entitled to by their 
various, original, and tntrinfiic merits. 
No writer of the prefent times can lay 
claim to fo many unborrowed excellent 
tits. In ndne, have vrit, humour, hn*- 
cy, pathos, an unbounded knowledge 
of mankind, and a correA and elegant 
ftyle, been fo happily united* Thefe prou 
perties, which render him the delight of 
every reader of tafte, have furmounted 
all oppofitidn. Even envy, prudery, and 
bypocrify are jGlent^ 

Time, which allots to each author his 
due portion of fiime, and admitsa free 
difcuflion .of hi3 beauties and faults, 
without favour and without partialiicy, 
hath done anfiplc jwftice to the fuperior 
genius of Mr. Sterne. It hath fixed his 
reputation as one of the firft writers in 
the Engliih language, on the firmeft ba- 
a 2 
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Jy ADVERTISEMENT. 

jds; 0nd g()van^ed him to the rank of ^ 
claifick. As fuch, it becomes a debt of 
gratitude, < to colle6fc his fcattcred pcr^ 
Yomiances into a coniplete edition^ with 
thofe embellifiiments ufually beftowed 
on our riioft dijftinguifhed authors. 

This bath been attempted in the pre- 
ient^ edition; which comprehends all the 
works of Mr. Sterne, either made public 
in his life-time or finee his death. They 
ar&pfinted from the beft andmoft correft 
copiea^wich naotheralcerations than what 
became, ncceffaiy from the correftion of 
literal errors. The letters are arranged 
according to tfaeil- feveral dates, as far as 
they can be difcbvered, and a few -lUuf- 
fi^ioiis axided, to explain fome tempo- 
rary cifcumftancesniehtioned or alluded 
tQ:m<i:hein. Thofe #hich are confeflcdly 
%uriaus'are rgefted; and, that no credit 
Qxayibegi^en tofudh as are of doubtful 
.awBiority, .it . will- be proper to obferve,* 
.tfaat!|he letters numbered 119, 130, ijr, 
)iaY^. not^thdfe :pi»6ofe of-authenticity- 
lyjlich the^ odiersr pofie^. They cannfet 
- Wwever be^rcJfttfvnfcedf'fbjrgerits with* f(^' 
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hiych confidtncc as fome?' whidi iffe flifi- 
carded frotn the prefent edition may bei 
and therefore are retained in it. 

That no part of the genuine wofks of 
Mr. Sterne might be omitted, his owft 
account of himfelf and hia family is in^ 
Terted, without variation. « But as this 
appears to have been a hafty compcffi^ 
tion> intended only for the informatiim 
of his daughter>:a finall number of fads 
anjd dates, by wsiy of noteJs^ aiie added to 
it.- Thefe it is pitefumcd i?nll not be 
conlidered as improper additions* ^ ' 

It would be trefpafling on the reader -I 
patience, to detain hiim any longer from 
the pleafure which thefc volumca-wiU af- 
ford, by bieipeaking his favqw cither fof 
the author or his works. The former is 
out of the reach of qenfure or praife; and 
the reputation of the latter is. too well 
eftabliflxed to be either fupported or 
fhook by panegyric or criticilm- To 
the tafte therefore, the feelings, the good 
f?nfe, and^Ue candour of the public, the 

^.^ .Sec the Prelace toaworkpvbliih^ in 1779^ inti-* 
ttiled « Letters fuppoTcd.^A li»irt bc«Q writt«n bf 



VoRxcK to Eliza,'* 

a3 
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preiciu cdlledbiott of Mr. Steme^s works 
^^y be. fubmitted> without the leaft ap- 
prehenfiqa that the perufal of any part of 
xh«m w)U be followed by confequences 
.^D^YOUtiaUe to the interefts of fociety* 
The oftmer they are read, the ftronger 
will a fenfe of univerftl benevolence be 
impreifed on t^e mind; and the attentive 
reader will fnbfcribe to the charafter of 
ihc author> given by a comic writer, who 
declares he held him to be ^< a moralift 

V in the noblefk fenfe j he plays indeed 
<^ with the fancy, and fometimes per- 
!• haps too wantonly j but while he thus 

V defigaedly maiks his main attack, he 
^ comes aconce tipon the heart ; refines, 
^^ amends it, listens it j beats down each 
^ felfifli barrier from about it, and opena 
^ «vcry-fluioe of pity aind benevolence/^ 
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MEMO 1 Jt S 

OF t tt K 

LIFE AND FAMltV 

Of THE hAtt 

Rev, Mr. LAURENCE STERNE. 

^MtttH BY HiMHltf 



ROGER STEKNES (grandfon to 
Archbifhop SterneJ Lieutenant in Han- 
dafide's regiment^ Was married to Agnes Hc' 
bert, widow of a captain of a good family : 
her family name was (I believe) Nnttlc— — • 
though, upon recollection, that was the 
name of her fiuher-in^law, who was a nottd 
futler in Flaitdcw^ in Queen Ann's warj, 
where my hihcx married his wile's daughter 

^ Mr. SUrhe Was defcende^ fro^ a family of th4t name Ijjl 
%vtSblk, on« of Which Tettied in Nottioghamihire. The follow- 

^4 
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Viii MEMOIRS or THE LITE 

(N, B, hc.was in debt to him) which was in 
September 25, 171 1, Old Style.— This Nut- 
tie had a fon ;by my grand-mother — a fine 
perfon of a man, but i gracelefs whelp— what 
became of him I know not.— The family (if 
any left), live now at Glonmel in the fouth 
of Ireland, at which town I was b9rn No- 

ing Genealogy is extnAed from Thorelby*s DgcatMS LtodiaetifiSf 
p. 215. 

Simpn Sterne 

of Mansfield. 



r 



Dr« Richard Sterne, Elizabeth, Daughter 

Archbiihop of York, T" of Mr. Dikinfon, 

Ob. June, 1683. I Ob. 167 • , 

1 J I 3^ I 3 

Hichard Sterne, William Sterne, Simon Sternc« Mary,Daughtei; 

of York and of Mansfield, of Elvington and Heirefs of 

Kilvington, . and Halxfax,-r-Ro|er Ja^ves, of 

'*Biq. 1700. Ob. 1703. I Elvington, neair 

1 » I » J 3 J -^ i 5 I 6 

Kicnard Roger Jaques Mary Elizabeth Frances 

I I LL.D. 

Richard Laurence Ob. 1759* 
Sterne. 

The arms of the family, fays Guillam, In hts Bookof HeraU 
3fy, p. 77, are, Or, a chevron between three croffea flory, fable. 
The areft, on a wreath of his colonra a ^r ling proper. 

Trifling circumf^ances are worthy of notice when conne£led 
'^ith diftingmfhed chancers. The arms of Mr. S^rnea famUy 
are no otherwife important than on account of the creil having 
afforded a hist for one of the finefl ftories in The SiMmtMtii 
J$urmy, See vol. v^of the prcfent «ditio9, p. 140. 
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OF THE REV. MR. STERNE. IR 

tembcr 24th, 1713? a few days after my mo-: 
ther arrived from Dunkirk. — My birA-day 
was ominous to my poor fedier, who was, the 
day after our arrival, with many other brave 
officers broke, and fent adrift into the wide 
world with a wife and two children— the el- 
der of which was Mary; (he was born at 
Lifle in Jrench Flanders, July the tenth,, 
one thoufand f^ven hundred and twelve, New- 
Style.'— This child was moft unfpttunate— 
{he married one Weemans in JBublin — who 
ufed her moft unmercifully ^-fpent his fub- 
ftance, became a bankrupt, and left my poor 
fifter to fhift for herfyif, — which (he was able 
to do but for a few months, for flie went to a 
frien4's houfc in thp country, iand died of a 
broken heart. She was a moft beautiful wo- 
man— ^of a fine %ure, and deferved a better 
j£ate.-— The . regiment, in which my father 
ferved, being broke, he left Ireland as foon as 
1 1 was able* to be carried, with the reft of his 
family, and came to' the family feat at Elving- 
ton, near York, where his mother lived. She 
was daughter to Sir JRoger Jaques, and an 
heirefs.. There- we fojourned for about ten 
moftths, when the regiment was eftabliflied, 
and our hau&old decamped with* bag and 
baggage for I>ubliri«^within a month of puf 
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X MEMOms Of- T'llS LXFi 

arrival, my father kft us, being ordered to 
Exeter, where, in a iad \r inter, my mother 
and her two children (oilcwtd him, travelling 
from Liverpool by land to Plymouth. (Me- 
lancholy defcfiption of this journey not ne- 
ceflary to be tranfinitted here). In twelvi^ 
months we were all fent back to Dublin.*^ 
My mother, with three of us, (for (he laici in 
at Plymouth of a boy, Joram), took (hip at 
Briftol, for Ireland, and had a narrow efcape 
from being caft away by a leak fpringing up 
in the veflel, — At lengdi, aftef many perils, 
and ftruggles, we got to Dublin. — There my 
father took a large houfe, fru-nUhed it, and in 
a year and a half's timefpent a great deal of 
money. — — In the year one thwifiuid feven 
hundred and nineteen, all unhing'd again } 
the regiment was ordered, with many odiers, 
to the Ifle of Wight, m order to embark for 
Spain in the Vigo expedition. We acconw 
panied the regiment, and were driven int6 
Milford Haven, but landed at Briftol, from 
thence by land to Plymouth again, and to tbt 
Ifle of Wight— where I remember we ftayed 
encamped fome time before the embarkation 
of the troopS'-^(in diis expedition from Briftol 
to Hampfhire we loft poor Joram— a pretty 
hoj^ fdur ytaia^^ old, of tbe fmaU-pox), my 
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OF THE RS\r. MR. STERNE. Al 

mother, After, and myfelf, remained at the 
Me of Wigbt during the Vigo expedition, 
and until the regiment had got back to Wick- 
kw in Ireland, from whence my father fent 
for us.— We had poor Joram^s loft fupplicd 
during our ftay in the Ifle of Wight, by the 
birth of a girl, Anne, born September the 
twenty-third, one thoufand feven hundred 
and nineteen,-*^ This pretty blofibm fell at -the 
age of three years, in the barracks of Dub<* 
lin— (be was, as I well remember, of a fine 
ddicate frame, not made to laft long, as were 
moft of my father's babes.*- We embarked 
ior Dublin, and had all been caft away by k 
moft violent ftorm ; but through the inter* 
ceffionsof my modier, the captain was pre*- 
vailed upon to turn back into Wales, where 
we ftayed a month, and at length got inta 
Dublin, and travelled by land to Wicklow^ 
where my father had for fome weeks given us 
•yer for loft,— We lived in the barracks at 
Wicklow, one year, (one thouftnd feven hun- 
dred and twenty) ^en Devijehcr (fo called 
after Colonel Devijeher), was bom; from 
tlienee we decamped to ftay half a year with 
Mr, Fetherfton, a clergyman, about feven 
miles from Wicklow, who being a relation of 
my mother's, invited us to his parfonage at 
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Animo. — It was in this pariih, during oiir 
ftay, that I had that wonderful efcape in 
falling through a mill-'race whilft the mill was 
going, and of being taken up unhurt-^the 
ftory is incredible, but known for truth in all 
that part of Ireland— where hundreds of the 
common people flocked to fege me. — From 
hence we followed the regiment to Dublin^ 
where we lay in the barracks a year. — In this 
year, one thoufand fcven hundred and twenty- 
one, I learned to write, &c.— The regiment 
ordered in twenty-two, to Carrickfergus in 
the north of Ireland i we all decamped, but 
got no further than Droghoda, thence ordered 
to MuUengar, forty miles weft, where by 
Providence we ftumbled upon a kind rela- 
tion, a collateral defcendant from Archbiihop 
Sterne, who took us all to his caftle, and 
kindly entertained us for a year— and fent us 
to the regiment at Carrickfergus, loaded 
with kindnefflbs, &c. — a moft rueful and te* 
dious journey had we all, in Marchj to Car-. 
lickfergus, where we arrived in fix or fevcn. 
days — little Devijeher here died, he was three 
years old— He had been left behind at nuffe 
at a farm-houfe near Wicklow, but was 
fetch 'd to us by my father the fummer after— 7, 
another child fen( to fill his place, Sufanj, 
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OP THE REV. MR. STERNE. Xlll 

IhiS babe too left us behind in this weary 
journey--^ The autumn of that year, or the 
fpring afterwards, (I forget which) my fether 
got leave of his colonel to fix me at fchool— i 
which he did near Halifax, widi an able 
mafter ; with whom I ftaid fome time, *till by 
God*s caie of me my coufin Sterne, of Elving- 
ton, became a father to me, and fent me to 
the univerfity, &c. &c. To purfue the thread 
of our ftory, my father's regiment was the 
year after ordered to Londonderry, where 
another fifter was brought forth, Catherine, 
•ftill living, but moft unhappily eftranged from 
TOe by my uitcle*s wickednefs, and her own 
folly— 'from this ftation the regiment was fent 
to defend Gibraltar, at the fiege, where my 
isLther was run through the body by Captain 
Phillips, in a duel, (the quarrel began aboat a 
goofe) with much difficulty he furvived— 
though with an impaired conftitution, which 
was not able to withftand the hardlhips it was 
put to — for he was fent to Jamaica, where he 
foon fell by the country fever, which took 
away his fenfes firft, and made a child of him, 
-arsd^ then, in a month or two, walking about 
continually without complaining, till the mo- 
XAtnt He fat down in an arm chair, and breathy 
pi'hh 1aft~which was at Port Antonio, on 
|he north pf the ifland, — My father was s^ 
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little Tmart man-*«£kive to the laft degree, ia 
all e^ercifes — moft patient of fatigue, and dilV 
appointments^ of which itpleaied God togivt 
him full meafure-^he was in his temper fomef 
what rapid^and hafly— but of a landiy, fweet 
difpo(ition» void of all defign i and fo innocent 
in his own inten^ns, that he fuipe£ted no one ; 
b that you might have cheated htm ten times 
in a day, if nine had not been fufficient/^ 
your purpofe-^my poor father died in Mareb^ 
^731 — I remained at Halifax 'till about die 
latter end of that year, and cannot 6mit men* 
tioning. this anecdote of myfelf, and fchod* 
ixjafter— ^He had had the ceiling of the fchooU 
rocHn new white-ws^ed'^the ladder remained 
^ere'^I one unlucky day mounted it^ and 
V^rote with a bruik in larg« cs^^ital letters, 
]LAU. STERNE, for which the uOier fe^ 
vcrely whipped me. My mafter was very 
much hurt at tins, and £iid, before me, thaet 
fiever ihould that name be effaced, for I was 
^ boy of genius, and he was fure I ihould 
^pme to preferment -^ this expreffion made me 
forget the flripes I had received— In the year 
jiurty-two * my coufin fent ine to the univer- 

• He was adrtJittca of J«fu8 College, in the onivcrfity of 
Cambridge, 6tli J«ly, 1733, nndef tko twition of Mr. CtnoMit 
MauicuUted 29th March, 1735. 
Admitted to the degree of B. A* in January, 17 36* 
I. . I ■! M. A* »t the Commciicement^ 1740* 
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fitjTi where } ftaid fomc time. 'Twas thope 
that I conunenced a fiiendihip with Mr« 
JH .. » • which has been moft lafiing on both 
fides*— I then came to York, and my uncle 
got me the living of Sutton — and at York I 
became acquainted with jiour mother, and 
courftedber fbr two years— '(be owned ihe liked 
^ne, hut thought herfelf not rich enough, or 
me too poor, t» he joined together— flie went 
to her fifter's in S<p— — *, and I wrote to her 
oftea-^I b^Ueve then ihe was partly detmnin^ 
ed to have me, but wquld not (ay ib-^at her 
ittiira flke fe)l into a conlbinptijon— and one 
(evening that I was fitting by h^r witk an at- 
moft broken heart to fee her ib ill, flie iud, 
^' my dear Lsiiyrey, I can never be yours, £ar 
I \ierily believe I have not loisg to Uve*-but I 
^ave left you every fhOIing of my fortune j** 
i— upon that file fliewed me her will—this ge» 
uerofity Overpowered me.— *It pleafed God 
that ihe recovered, and I married her in the 
year 1741. * My uncle and myfelf were 
then upon very good terms, for he fbon got me 

• Jaoues Sterne, LL. D. He was Prebendary .of Dur- 
ham, Canon Reiidentiary, Precentor and Prebendary qf 
York, Reftor of Rife, and Re£tor of Hern'ea cum Rifton^ 
both in the £aft Riding of the county of York. He 
f)kd June 9, 1759. 
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the Prebendary of York— but he quarrelled 
with me afterwards, bccaufe I 'iVoidd not 
write paragraphs in the news-papers-^though 
he was a party-man, I was not^ and detefted 
fuch dirty work :' thinking it beneath me— 
from that period, he * became my bittereft 
enemy. — By my wife's means I got the living 
of Stillington — a friend of her's in the fouth 
liad promifed her, that if flie m'drried a clefgy^ 
man in Yorkfliirc, when the living became 
vacant, he would make her a compliment of 
it, I remained near twenty years at Sutton, 
doing duty at both places— I had then very 
good health. — Books, f painting, fiddling, 
,and Ihooting were my amufements ; as to the 
Squire of the parifli, I cannot fay we were 
upon a very friendly footing— but at Stilling- 
ton, the family of the C— — s fhewcd us 
every kindnefs — 'twas moft truly agreeable to 
be within a mile and a half of an amiable fami- 
ly^ who were ever cordial friends— In the year 
1760, I took a houfe at York for your mor 
ther and yourfelf, and went up to London to 

* It hath however been infinaated, t;hat he for feme time 
wrote a periodical eIe£tioneering paper at York, in defence 
of the ^hig intereft. Monthly Review j vol 53, p. 344. 

f A fpecimen of Mr. Sterne*s abilities in the art of 
defignlngy may be (een is Mr. WodbuPs poems^ ^v#.. 
1772. 
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OF THE REV. MR. STERNE. XVll 

piibliih ♦ my tv^6 firft vohmits of Shandy f; 
In that year Lord Faldonbfidge prefented mC 
With the curacy of Coxv^old— a fWect rttftie- 
ment ht comparifon of Slitton; In iixty-two 
I went to France before the peace was con- 
cluded, and you both followed me.-^I left, 
you both in France, and in two years after I 
went to Italy for tKe recovery of my health— 
and when I called upon you, I tried to engage 
your modier to return to England^ With me— 
(he t and yourfelf are at length come— and I 

* The firft edition was ptinted la the preceding year 
at York. 

f Th«(olIt(Wiiig if thfe ord^r in whith Mr. Sterne's pobli* 
Catiobs appeared t 

1747. The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow of Zerephath con- 
fidered : A charity^retmon preached on Good Friday, April jy, 
2747, for the fupport of two charity-fchools in York. 

1750. The Abiifes of Confcitoeex Set forth in a fermoil ' 
preached in the cathedra] church of St. P«ter*S) York, at thd - 
fumnier aflizes, before the Hon. Mr. Baron Olive, and the 
lion. Mr. Baron Smythe, on Sunday, Jaly 29> 1750. 

1759. ^<>'« * *°<* *> 0^ Triftram Shandy. 

1760. Vol. I and 2, of Sermons. 
1^61. Vol. 3 and 4, of Triftram Shandy. 

1761. Vol. 5 arid 6, of Triflf am Shandy. 
1765. Vol. 7 and 8, of Triftram Shandy. 
^766. Vol. 3 and 4, of Sermons. 

1767. Vol. 9, of Triftram Shandy. 

1768. The Sentimental Journey. 

The remainder of his works were publllhed after lils death< 
% From this paiTage it appears that the prefent account of 

tAh Sterne's Life and Family was written about Qt naonths 

tnly before his death. 

VOt. li k 



y Google 



XVlii MEMOIRS OF THE LIFr 

have had the inexpreffible joy of feeing my ^1 
every thing I wilbed her. 

/ have fit ekwn theft particulars relating t$ 
my family^ andfelfy for my Lydiay in cafe here-' 
after Jhe might have a curtofrty^ or a kinder mo" 
tive to kndw them* 



A S Mr. Sterne, in the foregoing narrative, 
hath brought down the account of himfelf 
until within a few months of his death, it re- 
mains only to mention that he left York about 
^e end of the year 1767, and came to London 
in order to publifli The Sentimental Journey^ 
which he had written during the preceding 
fummel: at his favourite living of Coxwold, 
His health had been for fome time declining, 
but he continued to vifit his friends, and re- 
tained his ufual flow of fpirits. In February, 
1768, he began to perqeive the approaches of 
death, and with the concern of a good man, and 
die folicitude of an aiFe6Honate parent, devoted 
his attention to the future welfare of hi$ .. 
daughter. His letters at this period refledt fo 
much credit on his character, that it is to be 
lamented fome others in the colIe£tion were 
permitted to fee the light. After a ihort ftnig- 
gle with his diforder, his debilitated and worn 
•ut frame fubmitted to fate on the i8th day. of 
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OF THE lt£V. MR. STkRIVSf XlX 

March, 1768, at his lodgings in Bondr*ftreet„ 
He was buried at the new buryiif g-ground^ bp-. 
longing to the.parifh of St. George, HanoVer- 
fquar e, on the 22d of the fame month, in the 
nioft private manner ; and hath fince been in- 
debted to ftrangcrs for a monument very un-* 
worthy of his memory; on which the follow*' 
ing lines are ^nfcribed* 

<^ Near to this Place 

Lies the 8ody of 

The Reverend Laurence Stemf» A. M. 

Died September I3th9 1768*, 

Aged 53 Years. 
^' Jh i mifsiir oja qmifcant^^* 

If a found Head^ warm Heart, and Breaft hnmaae, 
Unfallied Worth, and Soul without a Stain ; 
Jf mental Powers could ever jnftly claim 
The welUwon Tribute of ^miQortal Fame* 
Sterne was tb$ Man^ who with gigantic Stride, 
Mowed down luxuriant Follies far and wide* 
Yet what, though keened ISlnowledge of Mankind 
Unfeal'd (0 him the Springs that move the Mind ; 
What did it coft him ? ndiculM, abusM« 
]9y Fools infulted, and by Prudes accusM. 
In his, mild Reader, view thy future Fate^ 
Lihe him defpife, what 'twere a Sin to hate. 

* It IS fcarcely ne€«flary to obfcrre that this 4s(e it Cfro- 

BtOUI. 
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TJiis monumental ftpne w?is ereft^d bjr twQ 
brptl^er mafons ^ for although he did not live 
to be a member of thei|: fociet^, yet a3 his 
all incomparable performances evidently prove 
him to have ^ded by rule and f(|[uare, they rer 
jolce in this opportunity of perpetuating his higl^ 
^d irreproachable character to after ag^es. 
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Td TH« RIGHT HONOHRABLE 

Mr. pit T. 

^IR, 

NEVER poor Wight of a Dc-r 
dicator had lefs hopes from 
his Dedication, than I have from 
this of mine ; for it is written in a 
bye corner of the kingdom, and in 
a retired thatch'd ho^ufe, where I 
live in a conftant endeavour to fence 
againft the infirmities of ill health, 
and other evik of life, by mirth ; 
being firmly perfaaded that every 
time a man fmiles,— — but much 
more fo, when he laughs, it adds 
fomething to this Fragment of Life. 

I humbly beg. Sir, that you will 
honour this book, by taking ifc-p—f- 
(not under your Proteftion,— it 
muft proteft itfelf, but)— -rrintothe 
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country with you ; where, if I am 
ever told, it has made you fmile, or 
can conceive it has beguiled you o£ 
one moment's pain— — I ftiall think 
myfelf as happy as a minifter of ftafte j 
— ~ — perhaps much happier than 
any one (one only excepted) thit I 
have read or heard of. 

I am, GREAt SIR, 

4 

(and what is more to your Honour) 
I am, oooD SIR, 
Your Well-wifher, and 

moft humble Fdlow-fubj^a, 



THE AUTHOR. 
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Life and opinions; 

OF 

TRISTRAM SHANDY} Gent* 

CHAP. U 

IWifh cither my father or my mother, 
or indeed both of them, as they wercS 
in duty both equally bound to it, had 
minded -Wrhat they were aBoiit when they 
begot me ; had they duly confider^d how 
much depended upon what they were 
then doing; — that not only the produc- 
tion of a rational Being was conc:erned 
iitt|]t, but that poflibly the happy forma- 
tion and temperature of his body, per- 
haps his genius and the very caft of his 
mind J— and, for* aught they knew to 
the contrary, even the fortunes of his 
whole houfe might take their turn from 

VOL. I. B 
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the humours and difpofitions which were 
then uppernioft ; — — Had they duly 
Weighed and confidered all this, and pro- 
ceeded accordingly,—^ — I am verily per- 
fuaded-^I Ihould have made a quite dif- 
ferent figure in the world,- front that in 
which the reader is likely to fee mc. — 
Belie;ve me, good folks, this is not fo in- 
confi^erabie a thing as many of you may 
think it ; — you have all, I dare fay, heard 
of the animal fpirits, as how they are 
transfufed from father to fon> &c. &c. -w 
and a great deal to that purpofe :— ^Well, 
you may take my word, that nine parts, 
in ten of a man's fenfc or his qonfenfe, 
his fucceffcs and mifcarriage&in this world 
depend upon their motions and^aftivity, 
and the different tradb and. trains you 
put them into, fo that when they are once 
fct a-going, whether right or wrong, 'tis 
not a half' penny matter,— away they go 
clutteringlikc hey-go mad} and by tread- 
ing the fame fteps over and over again, 
they prcfently make a road of it, as plain 
and as fmooth as a garden-walk, which, 
when they are once ufe4 to, the Devil 
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himfelf fometimes fhall not be able to 
drive them off it. 

Tray^ my Deary quoth my mother, bavi 
you notforggtto wind up the clock ? — — — 
Good G-^^l cried my father, making 
an exclamation, but taking care to mo- 
derate^ his voice at the fame trnie, 

Did ever womatiy fmce the creation oftht 
worldy interrupt a man ivitb fucb a filly 
queftion? Pray, what was your father 
faying ?—— -Nothing* 

CHAP. II. 



-Then, pofitively, there is no- 



thing in the queftion that I can fee, either 
good or bad*^— — Then, let me tell you. 
Sir, it was a very unfeaibnable queftion 
at leaftj — becaufe it fcattered and dif- 
perfed the animal fpirits, whofe bufinefs 
it was to have efcorted and gone hand 
in hand with the HOMUNCULUS, and 
conduced him fafe to the place deftined 
for his reception. 
Xhe Howui^cxrttrs, Sir, inJioWcvcr 

B 2 
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low and ludicrous a light he may appear^ 
in this age of levity, to the eye of folly 
or prejudice 5— to the eye of reafon in- 
fciehtifick refearch, he ftands confefs'd— . 
a Being guarded and circumfcribedwith 

rights- The mii>utefl: philofophers, 

3irho, by the bye, have the mofl: enlarged 
underftandings, (their fouls being in* 
vcrfely as their enquiries) fhew us incon- 
tcftably, that the HoMUNcuLUs is created 
by the fame hand, — engendered in the 
fame courfe of nature, — endow'd with 
the fame loco-motive powers and facul- 
ties with us :~That he confifts as we do, 
of Ikin, hair, fat, flcfh, veins, arteries, 
Ugaments, nerves, cartilages, bones> mar* 
row, brains, glands, genitals, humours, 
and articulations;— is aBeingof as much 
aftivity, — and, in all fenfes of the word^ 
as much and as truly our fellow-creatui'C 
as my Lord Chancellor oi England. — Hr 
may be benefited, — ^he may be injured, 
—he may obtain redrefs ;— -in a word, he, 
has all the claims and rights of humanity, 
which "TuUy^Puffendorfj^Qx the bcft ethicfe 
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writers allow to arife out of that ftatc 
and relation. 

Now, deal- Sir, what if any accident 
had befallen him in his way alone ! — or 
that, thro' terror of it, natural to fo 
young a traveller, my little Gentleman 
had got to his journey's end miferably 
fpent;— r-hismufcularftrength and virility 
worn down to a thread ; — hisowh animal 
fpirits ruffled beyond defcription, — and 
that in this fad diforder'd ftate of nerves, 
he had lain down a prey to fudden ftarts, 
or a feries of melancholy dreams and fan- 
cies, for nine long, long months together. 
-r-I tremble to think what a foundation 
had been laid for a thoufand weakncfles 
both of body and mind, which no fkill 
of the phyfician or the philofopher could 
ever afterwards have fet thoroughly to 
rightSr 

CHAP. IIL 

TO rpy uncle Mr. Tpby Shandy do I 
ftand indebted for the preceding 
a^jiecdotc, to whom n>y father, who was 

B 3 
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an excellent natural philofopher, and 
much given to clofe reafoning upon the 
^malleft matters, had oft, and heavily 
complained of thp injury; but once more 
particularly, as my uncle T'oby well re- 
member'd, upon his obferving a moft 
unaccountable obliquity, (as he call'd it) 
\n my manner of fetting up my top, and 
juftifying the principles upon which I 
had done it,— the old gentlemaii fhook 
his head, and in a tone more expreflive 
by half of forrow than reproach, — he faid 
his heart all along foreboded, and he faw 
it verified in this, and from a tho.ufand 
other obfervations he had made upon me> 
Thsu: I fhould neithe^ think nor aft like 
any other man's child : — But alas /. con- 
tinued he, Ihaking his head afccondtimc, 
-and wiping away a tear which was trick- 
ling down hisi cheeks, MyTriJiram's mi/'- 
fortunes began nine months before ever he 
came into the worlds 

^^yi}j mother, who was fitting by, 
look*d up, — but fhe knew no more than 
her backfide what my father meant,*— 
but tny uncle, yiu^iiby Shandy^ who had, 
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liccn often informed of the affair,— un- 
^erftood him very well. 

CHAP. IV. 

I Know there are readers in the world, 
as well as many other good people 
in it, who are no readers at all, — who find 
themfelves ill at eafe, unlefs they are let 
into the whole itcx^t from firft to laft, 
of every thing which concerns you. 

It is in pure compliance with this hu- 
mour of theirs, and from a backwardneis 
in my nature to difappoint any one foul 
living, that I have been fo very particular 
already. As my life and opinions are 
likely to make fome noife in the wodd, 
and, if I conjefture right, will take in all 
ranks, profeffipns, and denominations of 
men whatever, — be no lefs read than the 
Pilgrim's PrUgrefs itfelf— and in the end, 
prove the very thing which Montaigne 
dreaded his Effays ihould turn out, that 
is, a book for a parlpur-w>pdpw;^-^I find 
it neceflTary to confult every one a little 
i{i lut turni sind Uierefbre n^uit b^ pjir* 
» 4 
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don -for going on a little farther in the 
fame way : For which caufe, right glad 
I am, that I have begun the hiftory of 
myfelf in the way I have done ; and that 
I am ablp to go on, tracing ^very thing 
in it, as Horace fays, at Ovo. 

Horace^ I know, does not reconiHiend 
this fafhion altogether : But that gentle- 
man is fpeaking only of an epic poem or 
a tragedy j— (I forget which,) — befides, 
if it was not fo, I fhould beg Mr. Horace' % 
pardon ;— for in writing what I have fct 
^bout, I fhall confine myfelf neither tq 
his rules, nor to any man's rules that 
ever lived. 

To fuch, however, as do ndt chpofe to 
go fo far back into thefe things, I can 
give no better advice, than that they fkip 
over the remaining part of this chapter ; 
for I declare before-hand, *tis wrote only 
for the curious and inquifitive. 

■ ,.. ■ — Shut the door> ~> 

I was begot in thcnight, betwixt the firft 
Sunday and the firft Monday in the month 
of Marcbi in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighteen. I 
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am^pofitive I was. — But how I came to 
be foVery particular in , my account of 
a thing which happened before I was ' 
born, is owing to another fmall anecdote 
known only in our own family, but now 
made publick for the better 'clearing up 
this point. 

My father, you muft know, who was 
originally a Turkey merchant, but had 
left off bufinefs for fome years, in order 
to retire to, and die upon, his paternal 
eftate in the county of-r , was, I. be- 
lieve, &neof the mod regular men in every 
thing he did, whether '|:was matter of 
bufinefs, or matter of amufement, that 
ever lived. As a fmall fpecimen of this 
extreme exaftnefs of his, to which he was 
in truth a flave, — he had made it a rule 
for many years of his life, — on the firft 
Sunday-night of every month throughout 
the whole year, — as certain as ever the 

Sunday-night came,-^ to wind up a large 

Jipufe-clock, which we had ftanding on 
theback-ftairs head, with his own hands : 
—And being fomewhere between fifty 
^nd fixty ye^rs of age at the time 1 have 
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feecn fpeaking of,— he had likewife gra- 
dually brought fome other little family 
concernments to the fame period, in or^ 
der, as he would often fay to my uncle 
S'oiyy to get them all out of the way at 
one time, and be no more plagued and 
peftered with them the reft of the month. 

It was attended but with one misfor- 
tune, which, in a great meafure, fell upon 
myfelf, and the efFefts of which I fear I 
Ihall carry with me to my grave ; namely, 
. that from an unhappy aflbciation of ideas, 
which have no connection in nature, it 
fo fell out at length, that my poor mo- 
ther could never hear the faid clock 
wound up, — —but the thoughts of fomc 
dther things unavoidably popped into 
her head — &? vice ver/d: — —-Which 
ftrangc combination of ideas, the faga- 
cious Locke, who certainly underftood 
the nature of thefe things better than 
moft men, affirms to have produced more 
wry aftions than all other fources of pre- 
judice whatfoever. 

But this by the bye. 

Now k'appears by a memorandum in 
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my father's pocket-book, which xww lies 
upon the table, " That on Lady^daji^ 
which was on the 25th of the fame 
month in which I date my gcniture> 
my father fet out upon his journey to 
Londofiy with my eldeft brother Bobby ^ to 
fix him at Wejlminjier fchool j'* and, as it 
appears from the fame authority, **That 
he did not get down to his wife and fa^ 
rnily till the /econd week in May followr- 
ing," — it brings the thing almoft to a 
certainty. However, what follows ia 
the beginning of the next chapter, puts 
it beyond all pofTibility of doubt. 

But pray. Sir, What was your 

father doing all December, January j and 

February ? Why, Madam,— he was 

all that time afflifted with a Sciatica. 

C H /L P. V. 

ON the fifth day oi November y 17 18, 
which to the aera fixed on, waa as 
near nine kalendar months as any huf* 
band could in reafon have cxpcfbed, 
--^wa$ I "t^ram Sband^.^ Gentleman, 
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brought forth into this fcurvy ^nd dif- 

afterous world of ours, 1 wifh I had 

-been born In the Moon, or in any of the 
planets, (except Jupiter or Saturn^ be- 
caufe I never could bear cold weather J 
for it could not well have fared worft 
with me in any of them (though I will 
not anfwer for Venus) than it has in this 
vile, dirty planet of purs,— which,^ o* my 
confcience, with reverence be it ipoken, 
I take to be made up of the Ihreds and 
clippings of the reft^ — -^not but the 
plaaet is well enough, provided amati 
could be born in it to a great title or to 
a great cftate j or could any how contrive ^ 
to be called up to publick charges, ai^d 
crtiployments of dignity or power ;-r-— 
but that is not my eafe j— — and there- 
fore every man will fpeak of the fair as 

his own market has gone in it ^ — 

for^hich caufe I affirm it over again 
to be one of the vileft woHds that ever 
was made J — for I can truly fay, that from 
the firft hour I drew my breath in it, to 
this, that I can now fcarce draw it at all, 
for an aflhma I got in fcating againfi: 

7 
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the wind in Flanders ; — I have been th!c 
continual fport of what the world calls 
Fortune; and though I will not wrong 
her by faying. She has ever made me 
]feel the weight of any great or fignal 

evil ; ^yct with all the good temper 

in the world> I affirm it of her^ that ift 
every ftage of m) Sfe, arid at every turn 
and corner where ihe could get fairly at 
me, the ungracious duchefs has pelted 
me with a fet of as pitiful mifadventurcs 
and crofs accidents as ever fmall Hero 
fuftained. 

CHAP. vr. 

IN the beginning of the lad chapter, . 
I informed you exaftly when I vrm 
born; but I did not inform you bow. 
Noy that particular was refcrved entirely 
for a chapter by itfelf; — befides. Sir, as 
you and I are in a manner perfeft ftran- 
gers to each other, it would not have been 
proper to have let you into too many cir- 
Cumftances relating to myfelf all at once. 
-*You muft have a little patience. I 
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have undertaken, you fee, to write noC 
Only my life, but my opinions alfo 5 
hoping and expelling that your know- 
ledge of my charafter, and of what kind 
of a mortal I am, by the one, would give 
you a better relifh for the other : As you 
proceed farther with me, the flight ac* 
quaintance, which is now beginning be- 
twixt us, will grow into familiarity ; and 
that, unlefs one of us is in fault, will tcr-^ 
minate in friendfhip.— diem pr^eclafumf- 
—then nothing which has touched mc 
will be thought trifling in its nature, or 
tedious in its telling. Therefore, my 
dear friend and companion, if you fliould 
think me fomewhat fparing of my narra- 
tive on my firfl: fetting out — bear with 
me,-^and let me go on, and tell my 
ftory my own way: — Pr> if I fliould 
feem now and then to trifle upon the. 
road, — or fliould fometimes put 'on a 
fool's cap with a bell to it, for a mo- 
ment or two as we pafs along, — don't 
fly ofl^, — but rather courteoufly give me 
credit for a little more wifdom than ap- 
pears upon my outfide i— and as we jog 
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on, cither lairgh with me, or at me, or 
inlhort, do any thing,— only keep your 
temper. 

CHAP. VII, 

IN the fame village where my father 
and my mother dwelt, dwelt alfo a 
thin, upright, motherly, notable, good 
old body of a midwife, who with the 
help of a little plain good fenfe, and fome 
years full employment in her bufincfs, 
in? which flie had all along trufted little 
to her own efforts, and a great deal to 
thofepf dame Nature, — ^had acquired, in 
her way, no fmall degree of reputation 

in theworld: by which word worlds 

need I in this place inform yourworlhip, 
that I would be underftood to mean na 
more of it, than a fmall circle defcribed 
upon the circle of the greatworld,of four 
' Englijh miles diameter, or thereabouts, 
of which the cottage where the, good old 
woman lived, is fuppofed to be the cen- 
tre ?— She had been left, it fcems, a wi^ 
dow in great diftrefs, with three or four 
fmall chil^drcn, in herforty-feventh year; 
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stnd as Ihe was at that tkne a pcpfon of' 
decent carriage, — grave deportment,—^ 
d woman moreover of few words> and 
withal an objeft of 'compaflion, whofc 
diftrefs, and.filencc ^nder it, called out 
the louder for a friendly lift : the wife of 
the parfon of the parilh was tonched 
with pity; and having often lamented 
an inconvenience, to which her huft>and's 
flock had for many years been expofed, 
inafmuch as there was no fuch thing 
as a midwife^ of any kind or degree^ to 
begotat^ let the cafe have been neVer 
fi> urgent, within kfs than fix or feven 
long miles riding; which faid feven lolig 
miles in dark nights and difmal roads, 
the country thereabouts being nothing 
btit a deep clay, was alnaoft equal to four- 
teen 5 and that in efFeft was fometime* 
next to having no midwife at all ; it 
came into her head, that it would be 
doing as feafonable a kindnefs to the 
whole parifh^ as to the poor creature her- 
felf, to get her a littk inftruded in fcfee 
ofthe plain principles of the bufin^fs, in 
order to fet her up in it. As no woman 
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Ihercabouts was better qualified to exe- 
cute the plan Ihe had formed than her- . 
felf, the gentlewoman very charitably 
undertook it; and having great influence 
over the female part of the parifli^ Ihc 
found no difficulty in efFefting it to the 
utmoft of her wifhes. In truth, the par- 
fon join'd his intereft with his wife's 
in the whole affair ; and in order to do 
things as they fhould be, and give the 
poor foul as good a title by law to prac- 
tife, as his wife had given by inftitution, 
—he chearfuUy paid the fees for the or- 
dinary's licence himfelf, amounting in 
the whole, to the fum of eighteen Ihil^ 
lings and four pence 3 fo that betwixt 
them both, the good woman was fiilly 
iiivefted in the real and corporal poflcf- 
fion of her office, together with all its 
rights, members i and appurtenances what-- 
foever. 

Thefe laft words, you muft know, 
were not according to the old form m 
which fuch licences, faculties, and pow- 
ers uiualiy ran, which in like cafes had 
heretofore been granted to the fiftcrhood.- 

VOL. I. c 
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But it was according to a neat Formula 
ofDidius his own devifing, who having 
a particular turn for taking to pieces, 
and new framing over again, all kind of 
inftruments in that way, not only hit 
upon this dainty amendment, but coaxed 
many of the old licenfed matrons in the 
neighbourhood, to open their faculties 
afrefh, in order to have this whim-wham 
ofhisinferted. 

I own I never could envy Didius in 
thefe kinds of fancies of his : — But every 
man to his own talle. — Did not Dr. Ku-- 
ftajirokiusy that great man, at his leifure 
hours, take the greateft delight imagina- 
ble in combing of afles tails, and pluck- 
ing the dead hairs out with his teeth, ' 
though he had tweezers always in his 
pocket ? Nay, if you come to that. Sir, 
have not the wifeft of men in all ages, 
not excepting Solomon himfelf,— have 
they not had their Hobby-Horses ;— 
their running horfes, — their coins and 
their cockle-fhells, their drums and their 
trumpets, their fiddles, their pallets, — 
their maggots and their butterflies ?— - 
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and fo long as a man rides his Hobby-' 
Horse peaceably and quietly along the 
King's highway, and neither compels 
you or me to' get up behind him,i— 
pray, Sir, what have either you or I to 
do with it ? 



CHAP. VIII. 

— -D^ gafiibus mn ejl di/putandum i— 
that is, there is no difputing againfl: 
Hobby-Horses; and for my part, I fel- 
dom do ; nor could I with any foj-t of 
grace, had I been an enemy to them at 
the bottom ; for happening, at certain 
intervals and changes of the moon, to 
be both fiddler and painter, according as 
the fly ftings : — Be it known to you, that 
I keep a couple of pads myfelf, upon 
which, in their turns, (nor do I care who 
knows it) I frequently ride out and take 
the air ; — though fometimes, to my (hame 
be it fpoken, I take fomewhat longer 
journics than what a wife man would 
think altogether right. — But the truth 
isj— ^I^arn not a wife man i— and befidcg 
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am a mortal of fo little confequence irt 
the world, it is not much matter what I 
do : fo I feldom fret or fume at all about 
it: ,Nor does it much*difturb my reft, 
when I fee fuch great Lords and tall Pcr- 
fonages as hereafter follow i-^fuch, for 
inftance, as my Lord A, B,.C, D, E, F^ 
G, H, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q^ and fo 
on, all of a row, mounted upon their fe- 
veral horfes ;— fome with Irfrge ftirrups, 
getting on in a more grave and fober 

pace 5 others on the contrary, tucked 

up to their very chins, with whips acrofs 
their mouths, fcouring and fcampering it 
away like fo many little party-coloured 
devils aftride a mortgage, — and as if 
fome of them were refolved to break 
their necks.— —So much the better- 
fay I to myfelfj— for in cafe theworft- 
fliould happen, the world will make a 
Ihift to do excellently well without them; 

and for the reft, ^why*— — God fpeed 

thena— — e'en let them ride on without 
oppofition from me j for were their lord- 
fhips unhorfed this very night — 'tis ten 
to one but that manv of them would be 

lO 
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worfe mounted by one half before to- 
'tnorrow morning. 

N-ot one of thefe inftances therefore 
can be faid to break in upon my reft, 

B ut there is an inftance, which I 

own puts me off my guard, and that is, 
when I fee one bom for great a6tions, and 
what is ftill more for his^ honour, whofe 
nature ever inclines him to good ones i 
— ^when I behold fuch a one, my Lord, 
like yourfelf, whofe principles and con- 
duct are as generous and noble as his 
Wood, and whom,- for that reafon, a cor- 
rupt world cannot fpare one moment ; 
—when I fee fuch a one, my Lord, 
mounted, though it is but for a minute 
beyond the time which iriy love to my 
cbuntry has prcfcribed to him^ ahd my 
ss^ai for hrs glory wifhes, — then, my 
Lord, I ceafe- to be a philofopher, and 
in the firft traofport of an honeft impa.^ 
icience, I wifh the Hobby-Horse, with 
gdl his fraternity, at the Dcvff; • ' 
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'' My Lord, 
" T Maintain this to be a dedication, 
«f X notwithftanding its Angularity in 
*« the three great effentials of matter^ 
'^ form, and place : I beg, therefore, you 
*f will accept it as fuch, and thatyou yrill 
«^ permit me to lay it, with the moft re- 
" fpeftful humility, at your Lordfhip's 
<^ feet, — when you are upon them, — 
«' which you can be when you pleafe ; — 
'f and that is, my Lord, whenever there 
« is occafion for it, and I will add, to 
*' the beft purpofes too, I have the ho- 
" nour to be. 

My Lord, 
Tour Lordfl^ifs moft obedient^ 
and moft devoted, 

and moft humble Jervant, 
Tristram Shandy/* 

c H A P. ix:. 

I Solemnly declare to all mankind^ that 
the above dedication was made for 
no one Prince, Prelate, Pope, or Poten- 
tate,— Duke, Marquis, Earl, Vifcount, or 
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Baron, of this, or any pther Realm in 
.ChriftendoiDiT— nor has it vet been 
^hawked about, or offered publicly or 
privately, direftly or indiredly, to any 
one perfon or perfonage, great or fmall ; 
but is honeftly a true Virgin-Dedication 
untried on, upon any foul living. 
, I. labour this point fo particularly, 
merely to remove any offence or objec- 
tion which might arifeagainft it from the 
manner in which I propofc to make the 
moft of it i — which is the putting it up 
fairly to public fale ; which I now do. 

—Every author has away of his own, 
in bringing his points to bear -, — for my 
own part, as I hate chaffering and hig- 
gling for a few guineas in a d^rk entry j 
— I refolved within myfelf, from the very 
beginning, to deal fquarely and openly 
with your Great Folks in this affair, and 
try whether I Ihould not come off the 
better by it. 

If therefore tl^ere is any ope Duke, 

Marquis, Earl, yifcount, or Baron^ in 

thefe his Majefty's dominions, who ftands 

in need of a tight, genteel dedication, 

c 4 
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aiid- Vhbm tht above \<riUTuiti (for bjj 
tiielbyfe, unleft it tuits iri fbme degree, J 
wilJ- not part with it)-ri— rft is much at 
hii fiifvice for fifty guineas j—r— which 
I am pqfitive is twenty' guineas iefs 
than it ought to be afforded for, by any 
man 6( geniu§. 

My Lord, ifyou examine it over again, 
it is far from being a grofs piece of daub- 
ing, as fome dedications are. Thedefigh^ 
your Lordfhip fees, is good^—^ the co- 
louring tranfparent,— the drawing npt 
amifs 5 — or to fpeak more like a man 
of fcience,-^and meafure my piece iritl^c 
pain t'Cr's fc ale, divided into 20, — I be- 
lieve, my Lord, the butljnes will turr^ 
out as 12,— the ' compofition as 9,— 
the colouring as 6, -^ the expreffion 13 
and a half,— and the defign^—- if I may 
be allowed, my Lord, to underftand niy 
own defigfiy and fuppoiing abfolute jper- 
feftion in defigning, to be as 20,~'I think 
it cannot well fall Ihort of 19. Befide^ 
all this, — '- there is keeping in it, an4 
the dark ftrokes in the Hobby-Horse, 
( whi<ih"iS a fecdridaf y figure, and a kin^ 
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]of back-ground to the whole) give great 
force to the principal lights in your own 
figure, and make it come oflF wonder- 
fully i and befides, there is an air of 

priginality in the taut en/emble. 

Be pleafed, my good Lord, to order 
the fum to be paid into the hands of Mr. 
Bodjleyj for the benefit of the author 5 
and in the next edition care fhall be taken 
that this chapter be expunged, and your 
Lordfhip's titles, diftinftions, arms, and 
good aftions, be placed at the front of 
the preceding chapter : All which, from 
the words, Deguftibus noneft difputandumy 
and whatever elfe in this book relates to 
HoBBY-HoRS?s,but no more, /hall ftand 
4edicated to ypur Lordfliip.— The reft I 
dedicate to the Moon, who, by the bye, 
pf ail the Patrons or Matrons I can 
think of, has moft power to fet my book 
^-going^ and m^ke the world run ma^ 
j^fter it. 

Bright Goddefs, 
If thou art not top bufv with CANnm 
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and Mifs Gunecund's affairs, — take 
Trifiram Shandy's under thy proteftioa 



alfo.. 



CHAP. X. 



WHATEVER degree of fmalji 
merit the a6t of benignity in fa- 
vour of the midwife might juftly claim, 
or in whom that claim truly reftcd, — at 
firft fight feems not very material to this 

hiftory i certain however it was, that 

the gentlewoman, the parfon's wife, did 
run away at that time with the whole of* 
it : And yet, fox my life, I cannot help 
thinking but that the parfon himfelf, 
though he had not the good fortune to 
hit upon the defign firft, — yet, as he 
heartily concurred in it the moment it 
was laid before him, and as heartily 
parted with his money to carry it into 
execution, had a claim to fome Ihare gf 
it, — if not to a full half of whatever 
honour was due to it. 

The world at that time was plcafed to 
4ctexmine the matter othcrwifc. 
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Lay down the book, and I will allow 
you half a day to give a probable gxiefs 
at the gr9unds of this procedure. 

Be it known then, that, for about five 
years before the date of the midwife's li- 
cence, of which you have had fo circum- 
ftantial an account,— the parfon we have 
to do with had made himfelf a country- 
talk by a breach of all decorum, which 
he had committed againft himfelf, his 
ftation, and his office 3— -and that was in 
never appearing better, or otherwife 
mounted, than upon a lean, forry, jacl^- 
afs of a horfe, value about one pound 
fifteen Shillings ; who, to fliorten all de- 
fcription of him, was full brother to Ro- 
ftnantCy as far as fimilitude congenial coul,d 
make him ; for he anfwered his defcrip- 
tiqn to a hair-breadth in every thing,— 
except that I do not remember 'tis any 
where faid, that Rqfinante was broken 
winded i and that, mortovcTy Rofinante^ as 
is the happinefs of moft Spantjh horfes, 
fat or lean,— yiras ur^doubtedly a horfe at 
^J points. 

I knQw very weJJ th^t tho^ Hero's 
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horfe was a horfe of chafte deportment, 
yrhich may have given grounds for the 
contrary opinion : But it is as certain at 
the.f^me time, that i?^;7/?«/^'s continency 
(as m?y be demonftrated from the ad ven- 
jure of the Tangueftan carriers) proceed- 
ed from no bodily dcfedt or caufe what- 
foever, but from the temperance and or- 
derly current of his blood. — And let me 
tell you. Madam, there is a great deal 
bf very good chaftity in the world, in 
behalf of which you could not fay more 
for your life. 

I^c^ that be as it may, as my purpofe 
is, to do exaft juftice to every creature 
, brought upon the ftage of this dramatic 
wprki-r-I could not ftifle this diftinftion 
in favour of Don ^ixote*% horfe 5— — in 
all other points, the parfon's horfe, I fay, 
waa juft fuch another, — for he was as 
l($aii, and as lank, and as forry a jade^ 
as HwMiLiTV herfclf could have be- 

Jlri<ied. 

_ la ihe eftimation of here ^d there a 
.^mwcrfwfeakji^gftSPiifoijwas gfeatlyin 
;tch!C^:p»rfon'$ pow^r Xo.hsiY^ helped the 
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figure of this horfc of his,^—for he was 
mafter of a very handfome demi-pcak'd 
faddle> quilted on the feat with green 
plufh, garnifhcd with a double row of 
filver- headed ftuds, and a noble paii" of 
Ihining brafs ftirrups, with a houfing al- 
together fuitable, of grey fuperfine cloth, 
with an edging of black lace, terminating 
in a deep, black, filk fringe, poudrid*&r.y 
—all which he had purchafed in the 
pride and prime of his life, together with 
a grand emboffcd bridle, ornamented at 
all points as it fhould be.— —But not car- 
ing to banter his beaft, he had hung all 
thcfe up behind his ftudy door :-— and, in 
lieu of them, had fcrioufly befitted him 
with juft fuch a bridle and fuch a faddte, 
as the figure and value of fuch a fteed 
might well and trtily deferve.i ' ' - ♦ 

In the feveral fallies abolit hi^'p^'fli, 
and in the neighbouring viffiit* t<> Ae 
gentry who lived ifinlnd hklij^-s^ydtt w411 
cafily comprehend, that the pfifft>fti*ro 
appointed, wouM 'btoth- he^f 'iindl fee 
enough to keeJ^'-M$^ phitofopli^ '#mn 
rufting. To Q)eak thw^tgulhjv^ll^qjwfer 
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could cnosr a village, but he caught the 
attention of both old and young, La- 
bour Aood ftill as he pafs'd — —the buc- 
ket hung fufpended in the middle of the 

well, ^the fpinning-wheel forgot its 

round,-*— even chuck-farthing and fhuf- 
fle-capthemfelves flood gaping till he had 
got out of fight ; and as his movement 
was not of the quickeft, he had generally 
time enough upon his hands to make hi& 
obfervations, — ^to hear the groans of the 
ferious,— and the laughter of the light- 
hearted ;— all which he bore with ex- 
cellent tranquillity.— His charadler was, 
-^he loved a jeft in his heart— and as he 
faw himfelf in the true point of ridicule, 
he would fay, he could not be angry 
with others for feeing him in a light, in 
which he fo ftfongly faw himfelf: So 
lihat to his friends, who knew his foible 
was ^ot the love of money, and who 
therefore made the lefs fcruple in ban- 
tering the extravagance of his humour,— 
infteadof giving the true caufc,'— he chofe 
rather to join in the laugh againft him- 
felf ^ aad as he never carried one fingle 
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3^ 



ounce of flelh upon his owfi hones^ being 
altogether as fpare a figure as his beaft, 
— he would fometimes infift upon it, that 
the horfe was as good as the rider cje- 
fervcd ; — that they were, centaur-like, 
—both of a piece. At other tinnes, and 
in other moods, when his fpirits were 
above the temptation of falfe wit,— he 
would fay, he found himfelf going off 
faft in a confumption ; and, with great 
gravity, would pretend, he could not bear 
the fight of a fat horfe, without a dejec- 
tion of heart, and a fenfible alteration in 
his pulfe ; and that he had made choice 
of the lean one he rode upon, not only 
to keep himfelf in countenance, but in 
fpirits. 

At different times he would give fifty 
humorous and appofite reafons for riding 
a meek-fpirited jade of a broken- winded 
horfe, preferably to one of mettle ; — for 
on fuch a one he could fit mechanically, 
and meditate as delightfully de vanitate 
mundi et fugdJaciiU^ as with the advan- 
tage of a death's-head before him \ — 
that, in all other excrcltatiohs, he could 
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.^fpcndjiis time, a^ he rode llowljr along/ 
^rt-jto:M much account, as in his ftudy i-— 
.jttut. he could. draw up an argun»ent in 
his fermon,— or a hole in his breeche% 
a^ fteadil^ on the one as in the other j— 
.that briflc trotting and flow argumenta- 
tion, like wit andjudgment, were two in- 
compatible movements. — But that upoat 
Jhis fteed — he. could unite and reconcile 
every thing, — he could compbfe his fer- 
Uibi;!— he could compofe his cough,-*-—- 
and, in cafe nature gave a call that way, 
he could likewifc compofe himfclf to 
lieep, — In fhort, .the paffon upon fuch" 
encounters would, affign any caufe but 
the true . caufe, — and he with-held the 
true one, only out of a nicety of tem- 
per>. heqaufe he thought it did honour to 
him* 

L JBut the truth of the ftory was as fol- 
lows ; In tjie firft years of this gemfe- 
pun's life, and about the time, wlien. the 
l^perb faddie. and bridle wjere pMrchafed 
by him, it had been his manner, or va- 
nity, , or, call it wiat you will,r-^to ruh^ 
jfitathe qgpofite cxa-cme»-^In the :lan- 
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guige of the cotinfty ithtt^ he dwtlt,' hit 
iras faid to have loved a goodlioife/aind 
generally had one of the bcft in thii 
li^ole parilh ftanding in his ftable zhriyg 
ready for faddling; and as the nearcft 
midwife, as I told youj did not live nearer^ 
to the village than feven miles, and in a 
vile* country,— it fo fell out that the 
poor gentleman was fcarce a whole week 
together without fome piteous applica- 
tion for his bead ; and as he was not art 
unkind-hearted man, and every cfafe Was 
rt\ore prcfling and more diftrefsftil thart 
the laft,— ais much is he loved his beaft, 
he had never a heart to refufe him ; thci 
tlpfliot of which was generally this, that 
his horfe was either clapped j or Ipavin'd, 
f}i greaz*d i — or he was twittcr*bon*d, of 
broken-winded, or fomethirig, in Ihorr, 
or other bad befallen him, which wdulcj 
let him carry no flelh j — fo that he had 
every nine or ten months a bad horfe to 
get rid of,~and A good horfe tb piirchaf^r 
iik his ftead. 

What the iofsirt ftith li balance mi^ht! 
amount to, commumhtJOftnis, Iwoiddieivi 

VOL* x* B 
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to a fpeeial jury of fuffcrers in the fame 
tradick, to determine; — but let it be 
what it would, the honeft gentleman bore 
it for many years without a murmur, till 
at length, by repeat^^d ill accidents of 
the kind, he found it neceflary to take 
the thing under qonlideration ; and upon 
weighing the whole^ and fumming it up 
in his mind, he found it not only difpro- 
portioned to his other expences, but with- 
^ fo h^vy an article in itfclf, as to dif- 
able him from any other aft of generpfity 
in his parifli : Befides this, he cpnfiderec} 
that with half the fum thus galloped 
away, he could do ten times as much 
good ; r— and what ftill weighed more with 
}iim than all other confiderations put 
t^getl^cr, was this, that it confined all 
his. charity .into oiie partiicular channel, 
^^d wlier?, ^ he fancied, it was the leaft 
Ranted, namely, tp th^ child-bearing 
^nd child-getting part of his parifh;- 
Vfferving nothing for the impotent,—? 
nothing for the aged, — nothing for 
the many comfortlefs fcejie^ he was hour- 
ij ,.cailsd forth tQ yi^t,. where, poverty. 
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and' ficknefs, and affliftion dwelt toge- 
ther. 

' For thefe reafons he refolved to dif^ 
continue the expence -, and there appear- 
ed but two poflible ways to extricate 
him clearly out of it; — and thefe were, 
either to make it an irrevocable law ne- 
ver more to lend his fteed upon any ap- 
plication whatever, — or elfe be content 
to ride the laft poor devil^ fuch as they 
had made him, with all his aches and 
infirmities, to the very end of the chap- 
ter. 

As he dreaded his own constancy in 
thefirft— he very chearfuUy betook him- 
felf to the fecond j and though he could 
very well have explained itj as I faid, to 
his honour,— yet, for that very reafon, he 
had a fpif it above it ; choofxng rather tp 
bear the contempt of his Enemies, and 
the laughter of his frierjdsi than undergo 
the pain of telling a ftory, which might 
feem a panegyrick upon hirnfelf. 

I have the higheft idea of the Ijpir itual 
and refined, fentiments of this reverend 
gentleman, from this finglc ftroke in hit 
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chara&er, which I think comes up to 
any of the l^pneft refinements of the peer- 
lefs knight of La Mancba, whom, by the 
bye, with all his follies, I love more, 
and would aftually have gone farther to 
have paid a vifit to, than the greateft he- 
ro of antiquity. 

But thi^ is not the moral of my ftory : 
The thing I had in view was to Ihew the 
temper of the world in the whole of this 
affair.— For you muft know, that fo long 
as this explanation would have done the 
parfon credit,— the devil a foul could 
find it out,— I fuppofe his enemies would 
iihty and that his friends could not. 
But no fooner did he beftir himfelf in 
behaBf of the midwife, and pay the ex- 
pences of the ordinary's licence to fct 
her up,— but the whole fecret came out ; 
every horfe he had loft, and two hbrfcs 
niore than ever he had loft, with all the 
drcumfeances of theif deftruftion, were 
knbwh and diftinftly firimembered.— ^The 
ftory ran like wild-fire — " The parfbn 
« MdaretunilligHrx)fpride*hich'H& 
•* jutt ftiibdhimVyxd he was'gblrig to ^ 
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*'. be well mounted once again in his 
" life ; and if it was fo, *twas plain a$ 
" the fun at nooq-day, he ^ould pocket 
*^ the expence of the licence, ten. times 
*^ told, the very firft year:— So that 
*' ev^ry body wa3 left to j vdge what wefc 
" his views in this aft of charity." 

What were his views in this, and in 
every other aftion of his life,— ox ra- 
ther what were the opinions which float- 
ed ia the brainsj of other people con* 
cerrjing it, was ^ thought which top 
mudh floated in his own, and too often 
brok^c in upon hi3 reft, when hefhould 
h^ye ^en found afleep. 

Abputten years ago this geatlcn^an 
had die good fortune to be made en- 
tirely eafy upon that fcore, — it being juft 
fo )ong fince hfe. le£ihi& parifh,-^ajr^ the 
wl^^e world at ibJe fanic time behind 
hin^j^F-^and ftands accpufjtable to a Jud^e 
pf,wlpQrn he wiU..^a5tc,'no fji;UfC;tQ 5:015.7 , 

;g\^t there is f^fffalityat^^^ . 

ti99s.ptf9me,me^t,^r%-t^^ jftey- 
will, "they pafs thro' a certain mediurtt 

^ a 
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which fo twifts and refrafts them fror^ 

their trye 4ire£fcions that, with all 

the titles ^o praife which a reftitudc of 
heart can give, the dpcrs of thetn are 
ncverthelefs forced to live and die with- 
out it. 

Of the truth of which^ this gentlemai^ 
was a painfgl example.— —But to know 
by what nieans this came tp pafs, — and 
to make that knowledge of ufe to you, I 
infift upon it that you read the two fol- 
lowing chapters^ which contain fuch a 
fkctch of his life and converfation, as 
will carry its moral along with it.— j. 
When this is done, if nothing ftops us 
in our wny, we will go on with the 
Plidwife. 

CHAP. xr. 

YO R I C K was this parfon's name, 
afld, what is very remarkable in it, 
(as appears from a mod ancient account 
of the family, wrote upon ftrong vellum, 
and now in pcrfeft prefcrvation) it ha4 
|)ccn cxa6Uy fo fpelt Cor near,~-r-J was 
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'Within dfn ace 6f faying nine liHftdred 
yeaf 5 ;— — -but J would not fliake my 
credit in telling an improbable truth, 
however indifputabie in itfclf ;^— i-and 
therefore I Ihatl coment myfelf utrith only 
faying— — It had been cxaftly fo fpelt, 
without the leaft variation or trftnfpofi-^ 
tion of a fingle letter, for I do not know 
how long ; which is more thiin I wouM 
venture to fay of one half off the biyft 
fbmames in the kingdom j Which, in 4 
courfe of years, have generally under- 
gone as many chops and changes as !?hfcir 
owners.-^Has this been owing to the 
pride, or to the (hame of the refpcftivct 
proprietors? — In honeft truth, I think 
fometimes to the one, arid foretime's to 
the other, juft as the temptation has 
wrought. But a villainous affair it is, 
^d will one day fo blend and confound 
us all together, that rib dne fliall be dbl6 
to ttand up and fwear, ^ Tfcat his Swn 
*^ great grandfather was the ttiari vrho 
« did either this or thatV ' * > ^' 
• T^his evil had Tieen ftifficiently ftn'^d 
al^nil by the'^te^^cai'e •^^^thrj^ 
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f/^'$rfa$Tl}Iy> ^ th*ir reUgiotij pfffciv' 

dO: fiiitter ioferm m^ Tiiat ithe hstnily 
^9Sb1>Tiffiidl\y af,jDKr»{i^extiadiQn$ ; and 

earljr Hdin t^e reign o£ii^rwcndiiius^kxTiS 
QfMenm^k^ in whofe couft, it feemSy,an^ 
aofic^or^.this IV^r. 2>ri<Jfc*s, andfvwt 
vrh^m be was lineally defcended, held a 
coQ&lerable poft to the day of his dcadr.^ 
pf what nature this confiderablc pots: 
wa9i this record faith jftot ^^^it onlyadds^; 
That| far near two centuries,.it had beeii' 
totally aboliihed, as altogether unnecefv 
fary> iK>t pnly in that court, bntin? cvtrj? 
other court of the Chriftian world. . : ^ 

j[t has often cofpe into my head,, tdaat* 
this poft could be no other than thatpf 
the king-s chief Jeftcr j — md that ikm^ 
kf*s TorUk^ in our Sb^tkeJpeare^TntnY^oi 
whofc pljiys, you know^ are founded upon ' 
authenticated fafts j W4s certainly the very 

piaa. :■-^^ - 

I h^ive not^he tixBe HP look into iJiw»- '^ 
CrmmaHcus'^ ,J^afl^i,^\%>TYi to Ww* 
|hc certainty of this 5— but if you hav§ 
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kiflrte; and cata^eaftiy get at 'tlnpbd<&>^ 
youlYiaydo it foH a!f well TOtlriW.""^^^'- 
V I had juil time, in my travels tlnrriigb: 
penmark widi 'Mt.NodJ^*^ eldeft^foA/^^ 
whcrni^ in the year 1741, 1 accompanied* 
^ ^vernorj riding along with bim at a' 
prodigiotis rate thr(/ mod parts of &i^ 
rap»i and of which origfnal journey per^ 
formed by us two, a mofl: deleftaU^ 
nansdxve will be given in the prtf- 
gpc6 of this woric. I had juft tinrie, t 
fay, and that was all> to prove the cru^ 
of an obfervation made by a long &-" 
journer in that country ;—-—naf(iely,* 
^* That nature was neither very Hviibi 
*' nor was Ihe very ftingy in her gifts ^ 
€c <^g^ius and capacity to its inhabit 
*• tant€l j^— but,likeadifcrectparentiwai . 
*^ fiftcJderately kind to them all| obferiB'- 
*^ ingfuch an ^ual tenor in the diftri- 
^Vbiftion of her ftvours, as to bring"' 
^•rdicm; in th^e poifttsi pretty ni^af to k 
^^ level with each other i fo that you Malt 
f « meet with few Mftahces^'ih Iftat'^kih^- 
M doffi of rcSiWdpai^tSf tnit i gf«i«^«d^^^ 
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/* ofgoodplainlhotriholdyndcrftanding 
" amongit all ranks of people, of wMch 
" -every body ia&^ Jhare i" which p, I 
think, very right. 

\Vith us, you fee, the cafe is , quite dii(»- 
ferent :*-^c, are all ups ami downs iifi 
this matter,;— you are a great geaiusj — 
ox /tis ^fty to onej Sir^ yoaafe ^ gpreat 
duiiee and a blockhead ;^— not^^hat tfeer? 
is a total >rant of intefnnediate fteps,^^ 
UC-rrwe are notfo irregularas thapt c^i^ps 
to f.— but the twoextr^rnessaremarerij^nV 
mon, and in a greater degree in' this -ifft^ 
fettled ifland, where nature, ifl her- gifts 
a»d difpofitions of this kind, if^ ipoft 
wbi^nfical .3tnd capricious;. fortune hei* 
felf no( being more fo in the bequeft of 
her goods and chattels than fhe. 

This is all that ever ftagg^red my faith 
in regard to. r<^WiJ*Siextra(aiqnj;Whoiiby 
what I, ,cafi remember of hin^ij aad by; all 
th?. acfcou«ts I couM pvi&r g^c pf him,' 
feemed not to have hadone finigie drop 
pfD^5& bl^opd'iahis wh43le cr^fis.;, in 
aine hundred jears^ it might P9fl4bly 
a 
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^^V€i all Fun qwt s— -^I will not jphijafii»- 
j>hiz« on^ moment with you about it; 
for happen Jiow it would, the fad was 
jhis :---That inftead of that cold phlegm 
and ex^ft regularity of fcnfe and hu- 
mours, you would. have looked for, in 
pnc <fo extradtedj— hewas, on the con- 
tra^, as naercurial and fublimatcd a 
fompofitjon, — aa hpteroclite a crea- 
ture in dil his dcc4enfions.it — »— with as 
much life and whim^ anfl gai^i de cmur 
about hisci, as the kin4iiefl climate could 
Jiare engendered andput together. With 
jdl this fail, poor Twuk c;af ri^d not one 
ounce of baHaft ; he was utterly unprs^:- 
tifed i» the world j and, at the age of 
twertty-fix, knew juft about as well hovr 
to tte^r his cpwrfe in ii, as a poitopiag, 
unfiifpicious girl of thiriieen : -So that 
upon his firft fetting out, the brife gale 
of his fpirits, as you will imagine, ran 
him foul ten times in a day of fomebo* 
dy's tackling; and as the grave and more 

flow-paced were ofteneft in his way> ^ 

you may Kkewife im^inc, 'twas with 
JSiich he had gfcnerally the ill luck to get 
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the m6ft-entanglcdV'' For aiight I khoif 
thier^ might befomeinixture of unlucky 
•«rit st€ *rfie bottom of fucfh Fracas :—— • 
Bor, «dfpeak the truth, Torick had an in- 
vincible diflike and oppofition in his ha- 
turcto gravity ;— not to gravity a^ fuch ;' 
-^for where gravity was wantcd,Tie would 
br the^moft grave or ferious of mortal 
tBcafw days and weeks together; — ^but 
he. was an enemy to the afFeftation of it, 
and declared open war againft it, only 
as it appeared a cloak for ignoranee, or 
for folly : and theni whenever ie^fdt ih 
his way, however Iheltered andproteftdd, 
heielddm gave it much quarter. 

(Sometimes, in his wild way of talking, 
he "^^oUld fay, that GVavity was art errakt' * 
fcoufi^lpel, -and he would add, — of'thd 
mtoft 4angcrous kind * tbo,-T-becaufe 4 * 
fly ^ne 1- and thatj ^hc verily believed, 
moft^honeft, wclUmeitnrig people wet-e ' 
bubbled out of their igoods and mroney" ^ 
by^tiii^iietWelv^nnfohth, than by poC- 
kct-piicking and fhbjp-^Kfting m feveri; 
In'tfa< Hiked temper which' a nierry heart 
dift»ver*da. he wouW'Tay, there vriS If^q ' 
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danger, — but to.- itfdf : — ^whereas- thte 
very .eflence of gravity was defigOy 
and confequently decjeit ;-*-'twas ataughc 
trick to gain credit of the world for 
more fenfe and knowledge than ^ maa. 
was worths and that, with all its pre** 
tenfions,^t was no better, but often 
worfe, than what a French wit had long 
ago^definedit,— rv/?;. Amyfterious carriage 
of tbfi body to cover Sbe defeSs aftbe fwfdi 
— M';hich. definition of gravity, Toriik^ 
with gyeat imprudence, would iay, dc* 
fervid to be wrote in letters pf gold. 

But,, in plain truth, he was a man un* 
hackneyed and unpradifed in the world, 
and .was altogether a$ indifcreet and 
fopliljh on every other fubjcA of dif- 
cqwfe where policy is wont to iftxprefs 
reftraint. Torick had no impreflion but 
one,, and that was what arofe from th© 
natut:^ of the-jdeed fppken of; ^hich im^ 
prelji9.;i he would ufualjty tranflate into 
plain £»g/(/& wi^hoi^taay pcriphi:afis,*r-v 
and too oft without . lyjuch diftinftioc^of . 
^either perfon, . tinafV;, or, place jr^fo tl^t ^ 
whp9 m?ntion.w^ fn|jjd€.9f a pi|i^rf)t» . 



y Google 



4J THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 

an ungenerous proceeding, he neveir 

gave himfelf a moment's time to refleft 

-who was the hero of the piece, ^whac 

hisftation, or how far he had power 

to hurt him hereafter 5 but if it was 

z dirty aftion, — without more ado, — The 
man was a dirty fellow, — and fo on.— 
And as his comments had ufually the ill 
fate to be terminated either in a hon moty 
or to be enlivened throughout with fomc 
drollery or humour of expreffion, it gave 
wirfgs to Torkk's indifcretion. In a word, 
tho' he never fought, yet, at the fame 
time, as he feldom Ihunned occafions of 
faying what came uppermoft, and with- 
out ipuch ceremony j-i he had but too 

many temptations in life, of fcattering 
his wit and his humour, — his gibes and 
His jelts about him.— — They were nw 
loft for want of gathering. 
* What were the cbnfequences, and what 
was Torick^s cataftrophc thereupon, you 
will read in the next chapter. 
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C H A P. XIL 

THI; Mortgager, znd Mortgagee dx&'ct 
the one from the other, not more 
in length of purfe, than the Jejler m<X. 
Jeftce do, in that of memory. But ift 
this the comparifbn between them runs, 
as the fcholiafts call it, upon all-four i \ 
which, by the bye, is upon one or twa 
legs more than fome of the beft of Ho- 
mer'% can pretend to j^ — namely. That 
the one raifes a fum, and the- other 
a laugh at your expence, and thinks no 
more about it. Intereft, however, ftUl . 
runs on in both cafes ; — the periodical. . 
of accidental payments of it, juft ferying. 
to keep the memory of the affair alive \ 
till, at length, in fome evil hour,^!^ . 
pop comes the creditor upon ea^h, aji4^ 
by demanding' principal upon the fpat, 
together with full interett to the yeiy 
day, makes them both feel the full ^x-^'.. 
tent of their obligation^. . ^ 

As the reader (fori hate your if^^)\^^j 
a thorough knowledge of human nature. 
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I need not fay more to fatisfy him, that 
my Hero could not go on at this rate 
without fomc flight experience of thefc 
incidental mementos. To fpeak the 
truth, he had wantonly involved himfelf 
in a multitude of fmall book-debts of 
this ftanip, which, notwithflanding Eu- 
genius'^s frequent advice, he too muchdif- 
regarded ; thinking, that as not one of 
them was contradted thro' any malig- 
nancy; — but, on the contrary, from 
an honefty of mind, and a mere jocun- 
dity of humour, they would all of them 
be crpfs'd out in courfe. 

Eugenius would never admit this ; and 
wopld often tell him,^ that one day or 
other he would certainly be reckoned 
with ; and he would often add, in anac-* 
cent of forrowful apprehenfion, — to the 
uttermoft mite. To which Toricky with 
his ufual careleflhefs of heart, would as 
often anfwer with a pfliaw! — and if 
the fubjedt was ftarted in the fields,— 
with a hop, flcip, and a jump at the end 
of it I but if clofe pent up in the focial 
chimney-corner^ where the culprit was 
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barricaafe'tf ia> with a table and a co*|He 
of larm-cKairsi and coiikl not ib muJilf 
ffy^off in a tangent,— 5iffi?»/iii would 
iUtti go on With hii? lefturetipon diicrei 
titrtf lA words to this purpofc, thdtigfi 
fomcwhaf better pwt toget^r* 

Truft me, dear Hw*-*, this Unwary 
pj^afeht^ of thine will fooner or kteif 
bring thei into fcrapes' aod diificulMs, 
whieh no iftcr-wit can extricate thee out 
of.-— —In thefc Tallies, too oft, I fee, it 
happens, that -a perfon liatighed at, coii* 
fiders himfelf in the light of t perfbn ift- 
jured, with all th^ rights of fuch a fituar- 
tlon belonging to him; and when thoa 
viewefthim in that light too, and reckons 
up his friends, his famil}^, his kindred 
and allies,— ^— and mullers up with 
them the many recruits whieh will lift 
under him from a fenfe of common d»u-* 

ger 5 ^tis rtp extravagant aHthmtr' 

tick to fay, that for wery ten jokes^ 
— ^thoiJ haft got an hundred cnerriies^ 
isnd till thou haft gond on, and I'ftiftfd' 
a iwarifn of ws^ps about thiAe ears# itid * 

VOL. I. "-^ "l^''' ''--^-^ - 
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art half :ftu»g to Kieath by them, thou 
wUtrneyer be cqi^yinced it is fo^. 
i il cannot "fufpeit it in the man whom 
t-.d$eem> that there is the Icaftipur frqin 
fploen;pr rpaleyolenceof intent ia.thefe 

Tallies :I believe and know , them to 

be. truly ho^eft ajsKi fportive:— ^utcon- 
foi^tj my deap-lart, that fooi^, cannot dif. 
jtingtiifli this,— ^ and that knaves, will. 
xipi; and thit3^u knoweft not what it is^ 
tither to,provQke the one, ortQ.mak^ 

mcny with (he other : .-whenever they 

aflbciate for mutual defer>ce> depend up- 
on it, they.tvill carry on the war.in fuch 
acriianncr. .agaitift thee, my dear friend, 
^s to make thee heartily fick of it, and 
©f thy life top.. 

. . . Revenge from fdme baneful corner 
ihall level a tale of diflionour at thee, 
which no innocence of he^t or integrity 

x>f conduft fhall fet right. The for,- 

tunes of thy houfe Ihall totter, — thy 
charaftcr, which led the way to them, 
Ihall bleed on every fide of it,— thy 
faith queftioncd,— thy works belied,—- 
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thy wit forgotten, — thy- learning tram- 
pled on. To wind up the laft fcencof 
thy tragedy. Cruelty and Cq^arpice,. 
twin ruffians, hired and fpt on by Ma^. 
LICE in the dark, fh^ll,ftrike together at 
all thy infirmities and miftakcs. i-rr*— The 
beft of us, my dear, lad.,' lie op«n there,- 

rand truft me>-r — truft me/ Torick, 

when to gratify a private • appeiite, it is 
once rejolvei upon^ that an innocent and an^ 
helplejs creature Jhall befamficedy 'tis an 
eafy matter to pick upjiicks. enmghfrom any, 
thicket where it has ftrayedy to- make afire, 
to offer it up with. 

Torick fcarce ever heard this fad vati- 
cination of his deftiny re^id *over to him, 
but with a tear dealing from his eye, and. 
a promiffory look attending it, .that he 
was refolved, for the time to come, to 
ride his tit with more fobriety, — ^But, 
alas, too. late!— a grand confederacy, 
with ***** and ***** at the head of it, . 
was formed before the firft prediction of 
it.— The whole plan of the attack, jufl: 
^ Eugenius had foreboded, was put in 
execution all . at once, — with fo little 
" i 2 
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mercy on the (idc of the a^Kes,— and 
^ little fufpkion in Tdrick, 6£ wliat wai 
carrying on againlR: him,— that when Ut 
thotigh't, good cafy rfian ! full iurely pre- 
fciiroentwaso* ripening,— they hacifmote t 
Ms roof, and then he fell, as niiany a 
worthy mitt had fatleh before him. 

Torick, however; fouglit it (Mit with all 
imaginable gallantry for fome time j till,"^ 
overpowered by numbers, and worh out 
at length by the calamities of thh war^ 
—but more fo, by the ungeii^ous man- 
ner in which it was ciarned 6n>— he 
threw down the fword ; arid though he 
tept up his fpirits in appearance to the 
laft, he died, neverthelcfs, as was genc-^ 
rally thought, quite broken-hearted. 

What inclined Eugenius t6 the fame 
opinion, was as follows : 

A few hours before Torick breathed his 
laft, JEugenius ftept in with an intent to 
take his laft fight and laft farewell of 
him. Upon his drawing Torick's cuttain, 
and aflcing how be felt himfellfi Torick 
looking up in his face, tobk hold of his 
hand^~and after thahklng Ilim ibr tlit 
a 
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tnany .tokens of !u<5 firicn41hip to him, 
/of which, he faid, if it was their fate tp 
fflCft her!P^ftqr,''**he would thank hiijt 
ag^in and again, •-»- he told him, K^ 
,W^_s within jl few hours of giving hU 
^enjies the flip for ever, — ^I hope not, 
ainfwcrtd Eugeniusy with tears trickling 
4own.his cheeks, aqid^ith the tiendereft 
tone that ever man fpqke.— *I h^pe not, 
Tmck, faid ht.^-^^—Toruk replied, with 
a look up, and a gentle fqueeze of Suge^ 
nius's h^hdi and tha( was all,~>but it cirt 
Eugenius to his heart.— .Conrie,r-^comc, 
Xoricky quoth Eugenius^ wiping his eyes, 
and f^n^moning up tjieman within hira, 
— rmy dear lad, be cornfortcd,-!wlet not 
,all thy.fpirits and fortitude forfake thee 
.at thisxrifis when thou n>oft wants them ; 
■ w ho knows what refourqcis are in 
ftore, and what the power of God niay 
.yet do for thee ?-^~rmV* laid his^hand 
upon his heart, and gently IhooH hi§ 
.head J— eEor my pvt, continued JSiiwiirw, 
crying bitterly as he uttered the words, 
t-«I declare J know not, TVnV*, how to 
|>art with thee, and would gladly flatter 
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my hopes, added Eugeniusy cheariog up 
•his voice, that there is ftill enough left 
of thee to niake a bilhop, and that I may 
• live to fee it. — — I befeech thee,£«^^/«j', 
quoth Torieky taking oflFhis night-cap as 
•well as he could with his left hand,^-! — 
his right being ftill grafped clofe in 

that of EugeniuSy 1 befeech thee to 

take a view of my head.-^I fee nothing 
that ails it, replied Eugenius. . Then, 
alas! my friend, faid 7((?r/Vifc, let metell 
you, that 'tis fo bruifed andipif-ihapened 
with the blows which ***** and ****t^ 
and fome others have fo ynhandfomely 
given me in the dark, that I might fay 
with Sancho Patifdy that fhould I re- 
cover, and " Mitres thereupon be fufFer-- 
'^ ed to rain down from heaven as thick 
«' as hail, not one of them would fit it." 
'——'Tarick's laft breath was hanging up- 
on his trembling lips ready to depart as 
he uttered this; ^ ■■ yet ftill it was ut-* 
tered with fomething of a Cervantick 
tone ; -. — r-and as he fpoke it, Eugenius 
could perceive a ftream of lambent fire 
lighwd up fpr a moment in his eyes ^ 
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i> . n - ■■ faint pifture of thofe flalhes of 
his fpirit, which (as Shake/peare faid of 
his anceftpr) were wont tp fet the tabl^ 
in a roar ! 

Eugfnius was convinced from this, that 
the heart pf his friend was broke: he? 
fqueezed his hand, and then walked 
foftly out of the room, weeping as he 
walked. Torick followed Eugenius with 
his eyes to the door, — he then clofed 
them, — and never opened them more. 

He lies buried in the corner of his 

church-yard, in the parifli of f— , 

under a plain marble flab, which his 
friend Eugenius y by leave of hi? execu^ 
tors, laid upon his grave, with no more 
than thefe three words of infcription, 
fefving both for his epitaph ^nd elegy. 



Alas, poorYORICK! 



Ten times a day has Torick's ghoft the 
confolation to hear his monumental in- 
fpription read over with fuch a variety 
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of plaihtive tones, as denote a general 
pity and cftcem for him ^ a foot- 
way crofling the church-y^rd clofe by 
the fide of his grave,— ^not a paffenger 
goes by without ftopping to caft a look 
upon it, — and fighing as he walks on^ 

Alas, poor YORICK ! 
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CHAP, xnr, 

IT is fo long finc'^ the rea4er of this 
rhapfodical workha^ been parted from 
the midwife, that it ishigh time to men- 
tion her again to him, merely to puthim 
in mind that there is fuch a JDbdy ftiU in 
the world, and whoni, upon the beft 
judgment I can form upon- miy own plan 
at prefent, — I am goin^ to introduce tp 
him for good and all : But as frefh mat- 
ter may be ftarted, and much unexpeft-r 
ed bufinefs fall out betwi^xt the reader 
and myfelf, ^yhich may require immedi^- 

ate difpatch -, 'twas right to take care 

that the poor woman fliould not be loft 
in the mean time ;---becaufe when Ihe is 
wanted, we can no way dp without her. 

I think I told you that this good wo- 
man was a perfon of no fmall note and 
confequencc throughout our whole vil- 
lage and townfhip;^ — that her fame had 
•fpread itfelf to the very out-edge and (Cir- 
cumference of that circle of inripot-tancc, 
pf which kind every foul living, whether 
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he has a Ihirt to his back or no, — -r^-has 
one furroundingjiim j-r-^ich faid circle, 
by the way, whcnicyer 'tis faid that fuch 
aofie is of gres^t weight and importance 

in the«wr/^, ^I dcfire nnay be enlarg;- 

cd or cpJtitraAed inypur worlhip's fan- 
cy, in a compound ratio of the ftatjon^ 
profeflicMi, Jcjiowledgc, abilities, height 
^nd depth (meafuring both w^y§,) Qttlw 
perfonage brought before you.. 

In the prefcnt cafe, if I rcmcmbv* I 

fi^ed it at about four or fiyc miles, which 

not only comprehended the whole p^ilh, 

but extended itfelf to two or thfee of the 

adjacent hamlets in the ikirts of the t\at 

parjfh ; which made a conlider^ble thing 

pf it, I muft add. That fhe yrzs, mprc- 

over, very well looked on at pne large 

grange-houfe, and fome other odd houfcs 

and farnis yrithin two or three miles, as I 

faid, from the fmoke of her own chiqi- 

xvey : — — But I muft here, once for 

all, inform you, that all this will be more 

icxaftly delineated and explained it\ a 

pnap, now in the hands of the engraver, 

which, with many other pieces and dcvd- 
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lopfemehts of this work, willbc added to 
the end of the twentieth voltrracy— not 
to fwell the work,~I deteft the thought 
of fuch a thing 5— but by way of coib- 
mehtary, fchoKiini, iiriiftration, and key 
to fuch paffagcs, ihciderits, or ihhuendos 
asfliall te thought to be either of private 
interpretation, or of dark or doubtful 
nieariing> after riiy life and my opinions 
inall have Been read .over (now don't 
forget the meahihg of tjie word) by all 
the «;i?r{^j-— —-which, betwixt you arid 
ri*ie, arid in fpite of all the gentlemen- 
reviewers in Greaf Britain^ and of all that 
their worfhips fhall undertake to write 
or lay to the contrary, — I am determined 
fhail be the cafe.-^I need hot tell your 
worihip, that all this is fpoke in confi-* 
dence. 

CHAP. XiV. 

UPON looking into my mover's 
rharriage-fetttement, in ordtr tt> 
fatisfy myielf and reaiier in a ^oint nc- 
cefl^ry to be clc'ired up, before We could 
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proceed any farther in this hiftory;— ^ 
r had the good fortune to pop upon the 
tery tiling I wanted before I had read a 
day and a half ffraight forwards, —- it 
might have taken me up a month j— . 
which fhews plainly, that when a man 
fits down to write a hiftory, — ^tho' it be' 
but the hiftory oijack Hickathrift or ^om. 
Tbumhy heknpwsno more than his heels 
what lets and confounded hindrahces he 
is to meet with in his way, — or what 
a dance he may be led, by one excurfion 
or another, before all is over. Could a 
hiftoriographer drive on his hiftory, as a 
muleteer drives on his mule, — ftraight 

forward i for inftance, irom Rome all 

the way to LbrettOy without ever once 
turning his head afide either to the right 

hand or to the left, he might venture 

to foretell you to an hour when he fhould 

get to hisjourney's end ; but the thing 

[ is, morally fpeaking, impoflible : For, if 
he is a man of the leaft fpirit, he will have 
fifty deviations from a ftraight line to 
make with this or^that party as he goes 
along, which he Can po ways avoids. He 
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Will have y fews :an(}. pFojp^s ? ter himfelf . 
perpetually.foUciting his. eye^ which: hcj 
(2ari n6 m.ore help ftanding ftill to look 
at. thai» he., can^ flys he will moreover* 
havie various . ; 

- Accounts to reconcile : 

r: Anecdotes ta pick up : . .; 

,,.Jnfcri|)tions.-tQ makewt: 
* Stories to weave in :. 

TaraditiohlJtaa fift : - --. 

. ': Pdrfeaages. to call upon : 
i Panegy'ricks to pafte up at this door j 

XrJPafquinades at that: All which 

boththe man.and his mule are quite ex- 
empt from. To fum up all; there are ar- 
chives at every ftage to be look'd into, and 
rolls, records, documents, and endlefs 
genealogies,' which juftice ever and anon 
calls him back to ftay the readingof :—.—,. 
In ftiort, there is no end of it;*— — for my 
own part, I declare I have been at it 
f hefe fix weeks, making all the fpeed I 
poflibly could,— -and am not yet born : 
— -I have juft been able, and that's all, 
to tell yoii when it happened, but not 
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i&tfw ;— -fb that you fee thcftfeing is ycC 
f^¥ from being accoiiipliflied. 

Thefe unfcM-cfeen ftoppages, which I 
bwri rhft^'ni) ebndcf)tittn 6( \gfKetf I firft 
fet out ; — but which, I am odli^n^d 
now, will rather increafethan diminr(h as 
I advance, — ^have ftruck oiita hiiu which 
I am refolved to follow i ■ ■ and that is, 
—not to be in a hurry j-^-but to go on- 
leifurely, writing and pubKihing two vo- 
lumes of my lifeeveryycarj—— which, 
if I ^m fufFcred to go on quietly, and 
can mak^ a tolerable bargain with my 
bookibller, I &all contimie to do a$ 
long as I live. 



CHAP. XV. 

TH E articlie in my mother's mar- 
riage-fettlement, which I told the 
reader I was at the pains to fearch for, 
and which, now that I have found it, 1^ 
think proper to lay before him, — is fo 
much more fully exprefs'd in the deed 
itfelf, thto ever I can pretend ta do it^ 
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that it would be barbarity to take it 
out of the lawyer's hand : — It is as fol- 
lows* 
« aiift tm Itilttitttfre htmt tott* 

"Itet&tfi, That the faid fTalter Shandy, 
" merchant, in confidcration of the faid 
" intended naahiage to be hadj and, hy 
" God's blefling, to be well and truly 
*f folemnized and confummated between 
" the faid i^f^aher Shandy Tindi Elizabeth 
*' Mollineux aforefaid, and divers other 
" good and valuable caufcs and confide- 
" rations him thereunto fpecially mov- 
" ing,— doth granti covenant, conde- 
'^ fcend, confenti conclude, bargain, and 
" fully agree to and with John Dixon, 
" and James turnery Efqfs. the above- 
** named Truftees, i^c.^c. — to toit,— 
" That in cafe it Ihould hereafter fo fall 
" out, chance, happen, or otherwife come 
" to pafs,— That the faid Walter Shandy, 
*^ merchant, (hall have left off b'ufinefs 
" before the time or times, that the faid 
" Elizabeth Mollineux Ihall, according to 
" the courfe of nature, or otherwife, have 
" left off bearing and bringing forth 

VOL. I. F 
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^rchjl|dr<fi ;— r.andt]iat,an j;:onfcquence6f 
M.i^ (aid JF^U^rSb^dy^ having jfo left 
" off byfinefs, he ihadl in defpight, and 
," agaii;tft, the free-wiU, confent, and 
^* good-liking of the (aid Elizabeth Mol- 
*' Uneuxi, — m^e a departure from the ci- 
" tjrof Landon^ in order |o retire to, and 
'^ dwell upon, his eftate j^t Sbanay.HaU, 

*' in the county of , or at any other 

^« country-feat, caftle, hall, maniion- 
*' houfe, meffuage or grainge-houfe, now 
5* purchafed, or hereafter to be purcJiafed, 
" or upon any part or parcel thereof; — 
^^ That then, and as often as the (aid Eli- 
*' zabeth MeUineuxStidXlhz'p^nto becn- 
" ceint with Child or children federally 
'^ and lawfully begot, or to be begotten, 
^* upon the body of the faid Elizabeth 

. *' Mollineuxy during her faid coverture, — . 
*« he. the faid tValter SbaUdy (hall, at Jiis 
" own proper coft and charges, and out 
*^ of his own proper monies, upon good 
/^ ^anfd reafonable notice, which is hereby 

:. " agreed to be within fix weeks of her the 
H §ijd Elizabeth Mffilineux's full reckon - 

j^. Jfiing^igr.ume of fupppfe4.and conrxputcd 
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^' delivery,— pay, or caufe to be paid, 

^'^ die fum of one himdred aitd twenty 

^* pounds of good and lawful monfcy, to 

** John BixoHy and Jimes Turner^ Efqrs. 

*^ or affigns^ — xipoh trust and cohfi- 

*' dcnce, and for and untd thfe tifc and 

** tifcs, intent, end, and purpofe foUow- 

^< ing :— Cfiat i» to fap,"That thefaid 

" lum bf one hundred and twenty pounds 

*' fliall be paid into the hands of the faid 

** EUzabeth MolHniUXy or to be otherwife 

«* applied by them the faid Truftees, for 

** the well and triily hiririg of one coach, 

*« with able and fuffident horles^ to carry 

*^ and convey the body of the faid Eliza- 

*' betb Mollineuxy and the child or chil- 

*' dren which fhe Ihall be then and there 

** cnceint and pregnant with, — unto the 

** city of London ; and for the further 

*^ paying and defraying of all other in- 

** cidental cofts, charges, and expenccs 

•' whatfoever, — in and about, and for, 

'^ and relating to, her faid intended de- 

*^ livery and lying-in, in the faid city or 

'*' fuburbs thereof. And that the faid 

- ** Elizahth Moiiimux fhall andtpay, from 
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^' time to time, and at .all fuch time and 
<« -times as are here covenanted and a* 
*' greed tipon,i-^pjeacdably. and quietly 
«< hire the faid coach •• and horfcs, and 
<.'.J>ave free ingrcds, egrefs, and regrel's 
'** throughout her jo\irney,. in and from 
^f/the faixi coac^, according to the tenor, 
** true inteiit, and meaning of thefe pre- 
f^fents, without any let, fuit, trouble, dif- 
** turbaacc^ moleftation, difchafge, hin- 
**^ deranpe, forfeityre, eviftion, vexation, 
*^ interruption, or incumbrance whatfoe- 
f^ ver^— Abd that it fliall moreover be 
^^ lawful to and for the faid Elizabeth 
*^JMollineu)s^, (torn time to time, and as. 

^' oft or often as. flic ihall well and truly 
.*« be advanced in her faid pregnancy, to 
«' the -time heretofore ftipulatcd and a- 

•^^ greed upon^-^to live and refide in 
ff fu.ch place .or places, and in fuch-fa- 

. 5' mily or families, and with fuch rela- 
f' .tio<\s, friends, and other perfons with- 
^^ in the faid city oiLondoriy as flic at her 
«' own will, and pleafure, notwithftanfl- 
*/ ing her.prefent covertqre^and as if flie 

.." was zf^im^/oledindi unmarried^ — fliall 
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« think fii;.~2tltl tgig IttOeiltUW fw5* 
" tget tHtue(tlt0> That for the more ef- 
" feftually carrying of the did covenant 
** jnto execution, the faid Walter Shandy y 
«^ nierchantjdqth hereby grant, bargain, 
^^ fell, releafe, and cpnfirm unto the faid 
'^ Jsi^n Dixafiy and James Ttfrner, Efqrs. 
" their heirs, executors, and affigns, in 
" their aftual poffeflion npw being, by 
*« virtue of an indenture of bargain and 
'* fale for a year to them the faid John 
^^ Dixon, and James Turner, Efqrs. by 
" him the faid Walter Shandy, merchanj:, 
«« thereof made; which faid bargain and 
^* falp for a year, bears date the day next 
" before, the date of thefe prefents, and 
*^ by force and virtue of the ftatute for 
" transferring of ufcs into, poffeflion, — 
" 011 that the manor and lordlhip of 

" Shandy, in the county of: , with all 

^« the rights^ members, and appurtenaq- 
. "cea therepf; ^nd all and. every the 
^5« m^flTpages,, houfes, buirdiiies^ barns, 
"^ftables, orchard;si gardj^p^- ^backfides, 
J« tofts^ crofts, garths, QOjttages, lands, 
'^f^'jiiTj^^diOWSy feedings, |)afturc?,' marthes. 
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*^ commons, woods, Hnderwoodi5,draiii^ 
" fiiherics, waters^ and watier-courfes i-r:' 
'' together with all rents, reverfions, 
*< lerviccs, annuities, fee^farms, knights 
" fees, yie^s of frankpledge, efcheats, 
"reKefs, niines, quarries, goods and 
ff chattels of felons aqd fugitiyesj^ fc- 
f' Ions of themfclves, and put i^ exigent, 
f deodands, free warrt^ns, and all other 
« royalties and feigniories, rights apd 
f^^jurifdiftions, privileges and heredita- 
«^ ments whatfoevcr.-*— — ^tt^ ftlfo the 
^f advpwfqn, donation, prefentation, and 
f ^ fred difpofition of the reftory pr paf- 
a fonage of «?i^^«4y aforefaid, s^nddl and 
f< every the tenths, tythes,gkbe-|ands.'^ 

in three words; r— *^ " My mother 

f^ wa^ tolay in, (if fHe chofe it) in ton-- 

But in order to put a ftop to the prac- 
Vicepf any unfair play on the part of my 
rxibther, which i mlrriage-article of this 
nature too manifeftly ojpencd a door to, 
and which Jndeedhadneverbeen thought 
pf at all, but for my uncle Teby^Sbandfi 
'-i-a cUttfe^was adddt in feourity of my 
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fftther/ "visich wa3> this :*r^" That ift> jcafc 
^'.my n?ofhcr .hereafter ihogld, . ^j any 
*' eimei put my father to the tnotublc and 
^ ex^pence pf a London joyrney^ upon 
'^fe^fe pries and tokens;-- — -that for 
V every fuch ixjilance, (he (hould forfeit 
<^ all the right and title which the cove- 
*< nant gave h^r to the next turn ;- - »■ 
«^ byt to no j3nore,-r-aAd fo on, toties juc- 
f^ tiesy in as eSe&ual a nmanner, as if 
*^ fuch a covienant betwixt them had not 
<< be«n made/' — This, by the way, wa^ 
jio more than what was reafonable ^— 
and yet, as realbnable as it was, I haye 
jiever thought it hard that the whole 
weight of the ardcle ihould havic fallen 
entirely, as it did, upon myfelf. 

But I was begot and born to m;f- 
fortunes :— -for my poor mother, whe- 
ther it was wiijd or water — pr a com- 
pound of 'both,t-iaror neither J— or whc- 
ither it was fuijply the mere fwpll of imar 
.ginatipn and fanpy ^n her^-r-9^,K9w f^r 
ia^ikrong wiih an4 4^^^^^ to. havi? it fa, 
i Plight mifleadhi^r judgment ;~jo /hqrt, 
^^hefchc|:: ^e, ^fif^ ^jejQcjyed ,pr^^^^^^^ 
F4 
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in thi^ patter,, it nowfty'becomcs me^a 
decide. The fa<5t was this. That .in the 
latter end q{ September 171 7, which W4s 
the year before I was born, my rno$her 
having carried my father up ' to .town - 
much againft the grain,-~he perempto- 
rily infifted upon the claufe i — fo that 
I was doom'd, by marriage-articles,. to 
have my npfe fqueez'd as flat to my face, 
as, if the deftinies had actually fpun me 
without one, ... 

How this event came about, — and 
what a. train of vexatious difappoinV 
mentj, in one ftage or, other of my life, 
have purfued me from the mere lofs, of 
rather compreflion, of this one fir?gk 
member,— fhall be laid .before the fj?ar 
def all in due time. 



CHAP. XVI, 

yffY' father,' as' any body may natu- 
rA • rally imagi'rte, ' ii^me down witli 
my mother itito* the '^'Country; m bat a 
pettifti'kindJ'of a ^Wumbur. ' The' flt^ft 
twenty or-fivc-aAd-tWdmy miles he dicj ' 
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*n<ytfrfrfg Irt the! worid* Ibui' fret arid teaze 
himfeTf^and indeed 'rtiymotKertoo, aboifi; 
•thic b<ifffed'expehce,-virh'idi he faid mfght 
'trcpf^SiiWmg of it htfve'be^ii faved ; — 
thett'^haft vexed hitri-tnofe than evei^ 
-thing! €tfe"w^, the • p^vokihg time of 
the year^— which, as r told yob; was to- 
'Wards the end of SepWtkb6r\ when his 
.wall-fruirahd green gages efpecially, ia 
which he was very curious, were juft 
ready for puUirjg :-r-;-." Had he been 
'^'whiftled up to London j' u^on z. l^tm 
'^^ FiioP-^' errzndy^ in any other month of. 
." the^ whole year, he Ihould not have faid 
." three words about it," 

Fdr the next two whole ft ages,' no fubt 
}t&s would go dowh, But the heavy blo;^^? 
he had fuftain'd from die lofs of a fon, 
whom it fecms he had fully reckoned 
upon in his mind, and regift^r'd down 
in his pocket-book, as a fccond ftafF for 
hid old age,: in cafe .BoiSy ftiould fail hitti. 
."The jdifappointmentvof this, he faid, 
*^ w^ ten timss rpor® to ^aJ wife niari.ch^n 
f^ all the money w^jkhithe jounaey, fcfa 
J' had coft hhri, put JDdgiPitber,-*-rat the 
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^ hundred wd twenty poinds," -— i h e 
<« did not mind it a rulh/* 

From Stihofh ^ the way to Qra^mbam, 
oothix^ in the whole aJFair provolied him 
fi;>much as the condolences of hisff iends^» 
and the foolifh figure they ihould both 
make at church, the firft Sunday i^-m.^of 
which, in the fatirical vehemence of his 
wit, now fharpen'd a little by vexati0n, 
he would give To many humm*ous and 
provoking deftriptions, — and place his 
•rib and fclf in fo many tormenting lights 
and attitudes in the face of the whole 
congregation ^ — that my mother declar- 
ed, thefe two ftages were fo tr*ily tragi- 
comical, that fhe did nothing but laugh 
ipnd cry in a breath, from one pnd to thg 
other of them all the way. 

From Grantbamy till they had crofs'd 
the Trent y my father was out of all kind 
of patience at the vile trick andlmpofr- 
tion which he fancied my mother had 
put upon him in this affair-r-**^ Ceftain^ 
^« ly,*' he would lily to himfel^ :overtin4 
over again, " the woman could not be 
^^ deceived herfelfj if Ihe could,— — 
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w^ftt-weaknefs ^'--^CDrmcnting word!— ■ 
which led his iiai^ination a thorny dance^ 
^nd, beforp aljwas oyer, play'd theduce 
ajaid all^wtbhim j— «^r^for fore as cvtr th^ 
vsFordweakn^s was uttered, and Axack full 
upon hia brain, — fo fure it fet him upoi| 
runmng divifions upon how many kinds 
pf wcakneffcs there were ;----^that there 
M^afi fuch a thing as weaknefe of the bo- 
dy > ■■■' ft s well as weaknefs of the mind; 
—and then he would do nothing butfyl- 
iogi^e within himfcif for a ftagjs or two 
together, How far the caufe of all thefc 
vexations might> or might fipt, have 
arifen out of himfelf. 

In ihort^ he had fo many little fub- 
jedts of difquieti^de fpringing out of this 
one affair, all fretting fucccflively in his 
mind as they rofe up in it, that my mo- 
ther, whatever was her journey up^ had 
btrt:an uneafy journey of it down,— t-. 
In a word, as ftie comj^ained to my un- 
,cle ^oly, he would have tired out the pa* 
tience of any fleihalive. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

T Hough my father travelled home*- 
wards,' ?5 I told you, in none of 
the beft of mopds, — pfhawing arid piih-- 
ing all th^ way down,-«*yet he had the 
complaifance to keep the worft part of 
the ftory ftiil to hirafelfi— which was 
the reiblutton, he. had taken of doing him- 
ielf the jufuce, which my uncle T'ohy's 
;Ciaufe in the marriage-fettlement em« 
^powered him ; nor was it till the very 
night in'which I was begot, which was 
thirteen months after, that flie {lad the 
leaft intimation of his defign : when my 
father, happening, as you remember, to 
be a little chagrin'd and out pf temper, 
■ >i» t ook occafion as they lay chatting 
g{*avely i© bed afterwards, tallying over 

•what was 'to come, to let lier know 

'thatihemuft accommodate he rfeu as well 
«s -fhe could to the bargain made between 
them in their maxriage-deed& j which was 
to lye in of her next child in the country, 
pj balance the lafl: year's journey. 
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My father was a gcntlemaa 'of many 
virtues, — but he hjad a ftrpngi fpice of 
that in histeoip^vl^hich.might, or^jiight 
not, add to the number.-^'Xis known by 
the name ofperfcveranc^in.agood caufe, 
— and of ol^flinacy .in a' bad one: Of 
this my mother had fo mu^li knowledge, 
that (he knew 'twas to no purpofe to 
make any rembnftrance, -r- fo (he e'en 
refolved to fit down quietly, and malcc 
the mod of it- 

. CHAP- xyiir. 

AS the point was that night agreed^ 
or rather determined, that my mo- 
ther fliould lye^in of me in the country, 
fhe took her meafures accordingly} for 
* which purpofe, when fhe was three days, 
or thereabouts, gone with child, fhe be- 
gan to call her eyes upon the midwife, 
whom you have fo often heard me men- 
tion i and before the week was well go- 
round, as the famous Dr. Manningbam 
was not to be had, fhe had come to a fi- 
nal determination in her mind, not- 
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withftandihg there was a fcientifiek ope- 
rator within fb neaf a call as eight niiles 
of us, and whb, moreover, had ekpi'efsly 
wrote a five (hillings book upon the fub-*" 
jeft of midwifery, in which he had expof- 
cd, not only the blunders of the fifter- 
hood itfelf, ■■ but had likei/i^ife fuper- 
added many curious improvements for 
the quicker extraftion of the foetus in 
crofs births, and fomc other cafes of dan- 
ger, which belay us in gettirtg into the 
world ; notwithftanding all this, my mo- 
ther, I fay, was abfolutely determined to 
truft her life, and mine with it, into no 
foul's hand but this old woman's only. — » 
Now this I like ; — when we cannot get 
at the very thing we wifli—^— never td 
take up with the next beft in degree to 
it: — no; that's pitiful beyond defcrip- 
tion ;-^it is nb more than a week from 
this very day, in which I am now writing 
this book for the edification of the woHd j 
— ^which is Ivlarcb 9, 1759,— » — that my 
dear, dear Jenfiy^ obfei-ving 1 looked ^ 
" little grave, as fhe flood cheapening a filk 
of five-and-twenty fhillings a yaSrd,^ 
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told tb^ mercer, flie was ibrry fhe had 
gaven him fo much trouble ;-— and ioi-^ 
mecjiately went and bought herfelf ayard- 
wide ftuff of ten-pence a yard — 'Tis the 
duplication of one and the fame great- 
nefs of foul ; only what leiTened the ho- 
nour of it fomcwhat, in my mother's cafe, 
was, that (he could not heroine it i^to 
fo violent and hazardous an extreme, as 
one in her fituation might have wifhed, 
becaufe the old midwife had really fome 
.little claim to be depended upon, — as 
much, atleaft, as fuccefs could give her ; 
having, in the courfe of her pra!6Hce of 
near twenty years in the parifh, brought 
every mother's fon of them into the world 
without any one flip or accident which 
could fairly be laid to her account. 

Thefe fadls, tho' they had their weight, 
yet did not altogether fatisfy fome few 
icruples and uneafinefles which hung up- 
on my father's fpirits in relation to this 
choice. — To fay nothing of the natural 
workings of humanity and juftice — or of 
the yearnings of parental and connubial 
iov^j .al\ which prompted him to ^leavc 
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as Htitle to hazard as poiHble in a cafe of 

this kind ; -he felt himfclf concerned 

in a particular naaxiner, that all Ihould 
go right in the prtfent cafe ;~*from the 
accumulatedforrowhelay open to, Ihould 
any evil betide his wifeand child in lying- 
in ^tiShandy-Hall. -—He knew the world 
judged by events and would add to his 
afBi£tiops in fuch a oiisfortuue^ by load- 
ing him with the whole blame of it. 

" Alas o'day j-r-had Mrs, Shandy ^ poor 
" gentlewoman \ had but her wilh in 
" goiog up to town juft to lye in and 
.*^ come down again j — which, they fay, 
*' (he begged and prayed for upon her 

«< bare knees, and which, in my opi- 

" nion, confidcring the fortune which 
" Mr. Shandy got with her, — was no fuch 
*^ mighty matter to have complied with, 
•' the lady and her babe might both of 
*' them have been alive at this hour*" 

This exclamation, my father knew, 
was unanfwerable j— and yet^ it was not 
merely to fhelccr himfelf,— nor was it al- 
together for the care of his offspring and 
wife that he fcca:ied fo cxtremelv anxious 
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about thi^point s^^tny father had ei^ten- 
five views of things,— ~^aiid ftood tn<Mre- ' 
over,' as he thought, deeply c<Micerned iii 
it fbr die publick good, from the dread 
he entcrtaix^ of the bad ufes an ill-fated 
inftance might be put to. 

He was very fenfible that all political 
writers upon thefubje6k haduiianimoufly 
agreed and lamented, from the begin^ 
ning of Queen Elizabeths reign down to 
his own timei that the current of men 
and money towards the metropolis^ upon 
one frivolous errand or another,-ifet in 
fo ilrong, — as to become dangerous to 
our civil rights; — though^ by the bye, 
-^-^a current was not the image he took 
moll delight in, — a diftemperwzs here his 
favourite metaphor, and he would run it 
dowrt into aperfeft allegory, by main- 
taining it was identically the fame in the 
body national as in the body natural, 
where the blood and fpirits were driven 
up into the head fafter than they could 
find their ways down j— i— ^a ftoppage of 
circulation muft cnfue, which was death 
in both cafes. .. 

voi^. t. Q . 
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Th«rc was litde danger^ he wovdA/afy 
of lofiflg Qur liberties by Fnn^b politicks 
cff French v^Y^vyxi^ ;-- — nor was be fo 
miich io pain of a contfumptioii fmm thcT 
m*fs of corrupted matter and vikerated 
humours in our conftitution> wkich he 
hoped was not fo bad as it was imaginod ; 
-^b.ut fee verily feared, that \n foame vio- 
lc©t pulb, we flxould go off, all at once,, 
io.a ftate-apopkxyj — and then be would 
6y,.2l&r Ijird have mercy upon us, alL 
: My father waa aevcr able to give the 
Ipiftory of this diftemper, — ^without the 
lemedy along with it» 

^ Was I an abfoluteprince,?^bc would 
fay, pulling up his breeches with both hiS' 
hands, as he rofe from his arm-chair, <^ S 
•* would appoint able judges, at every 
♦^ avenue (^ my metropolis,, who fhould 
^ take cognizance of every fool's huJi- 
*' . ncfs who canae there j-^^nd if, upon a 
^^ fair and candid hearing,, it app^rcd 
*^ not. of weight- fufficient to leave his 
♦^ own home, and <;ome up, bag aadbag* 
*^ S^^y with his wife and children, far* 
^ mers' fons, fcff , i^c. at his. bacfcfidc^ 
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^< they ihoisld be all fetit bock, from 
^^ conftarble to conftable, like vagrants 
" 2IS ttey necrc^ to the place of their k- 
«^ gal fettlietmncs* By this ^eans I fliall 
*^ take care, thatt my metropolis totcer'd 
*' not thro* its own Wfeightj-^that t;h^ 
*' head be no longer too big for the bo-* 
€i dy ;— that the extremes^ no^ wafted' 
" and pinn'd in, be reftored td- tfefciy due' 
^^ fhare of noUrifliment, and regain v^klt 
"^^ it their natural ftrength and beauty If 
w _i would efFe6hially provide. That 
♦f the meadows and ccMrn-fteld*.^or tnf 
<< dominions, fhould laugh and fingH^ 
*< that good chear and hofpitality fiourilh 
«^oAce more >— -and that &ch weig^ 
•^ and influence be put theh^y into the 
*^ hands of the Squirality of my himiond^ 
*' a& (hould counterpoife what I percea^rtr 
"f^ my Nobility are novcf taking -firom 
:*cthem/' = / v/ ;; : ;-; 

<< Why are there 4b feiir ^tiats ak& 
« gentlemen's fcat$," hte would a(k, wvoh 
ibm^ emotidi^, as he Walked' acreif^ the 
itAMtof <^ throughout fo many <Si»li(;i<iQs 

G 2 
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«'* provinces in France ? Whence is it that 
**. the few remaining Cbateaus amongft - 
" them are fo difinantkd, — ^^fo unfur-< 
'< niftied, and info ruinous and dcfolate ^ 
'•ja condition ?——Bccaufe, 5ir," (he 
would fay) " in that kingdom no man 
«^ has anycountry-intercft.to fupportj — 
*« the Httle inti?reft of any kind which, 
'« any man has any where in it, is con*, 
^'.ccntrated.in the court, and the looks 
V of the Gr^pd Monarch: by the fun- 
•f Ihine of whofe countensince, or the 
« clouds which pafs acrofs it, every 
f « Fnnch man lives or dies.'* 
, Another political reafon which prompt- 
ed my fadker fo iixongly to guard againft 
the leafi evil accident in my mother's 
Jying-in in the country, — —was. That 
any fuch.inftance would infallibly throw 
j^fcalaneeaof power> too great already, 
into the weaker veffels of the gentry, in 
ibia Qwn, or higher ftati^nsi—— which, 
•with^thQmany oiber ufurpcd rights which 
*fhat part of the conftitution was iiourJjr 
vcftablifliingj-rwould,. in the end^ prove 
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fatal to the monarchical fyftcm of do- 
meilick govenunent eftablifhed in the 
firft creation of things by God. 

In this point he was entirely of Sir 
Robert Filmer'» opinion, That the plan^ 
and inftitutions of the greateft monar- 
chies in the eaftern parts of the world, 
were, originally, all ftolcn from that ad-^ 
mirable pattern and prototype of thU 
houfhold and paternal power;— which, 
for a century, he faid, and more, had 
gradually been degenerating away into 
a mix'd government ;-,-— the form of 
which, however defirable in great com- 
binations of the fpecies,— ~was very 
troublefome in fmall ones,— and feldom 
produced any thing, that he faw, but 
ibrrow and confufion^ 

For all thefe reafops, private and pub* 
lick, put togethcr,-^my father was fot 
having the man-midwife by all means, 
— my mother by no means. My father 
begg'd and intreated, fhe would for once 
recede from her prerogative in this mat- 
ter, and fuffer him to choofe for her;— 
jTiy mother, on the contrary, infifted up-* 

^ 3 
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twi hcf prwlegd i« this mattec, to chooft 
for hcrftlf,— and have no mortal-s help 
but the old woman's.— What could my 
father do? He v^as ^mo& at His wit's 
end;— talked it over with her in all 
nioods J— placed his arguments in ai) 
lights;— -argued the matter with her 
like a chriftian, — like a heathen,-— like s^ 
huftand, — like a father, — like a patriot^^ 
—like a rqan ;— My mother anfwered 
every thing only like a woman; which 
Was a little hard upon her ;— for as Ihe 
pould not affume and fight it put behincj 
fuch a variety of charafters,-r-'twas nq 
fair match : — *twa3 feven to one.r— What 

could my mother do ? She had the 

advantage (otherwife (he had been cer- 
tainly overpowered) qf a fmall reinforce- 
ment of chagrine perfonal at the bottom, 
which bore her up, and enabled her to 
difpute the afFair with my father with fo 
equal an advantage^j— -rthat both fides 
fiing Te I>eum. In a word, my mother 
was to have the old woman,— and the 
Operator was to have licence to drink a 
jjpttlc of wine with my father and my 
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hndt Tdhy Shandy in the bick parlour; 
i^for whfeh be was to l?e paid five 

I muft 6cg leave, before I finilh thS 
^hapter^ to Witer a caiv^at in the'breift of 
my fair reader ;-^nd it is this,-'— *-^N6t 
to take it abfolutely fbt- granted, fritii 
An ungtiarded word or two l^ch I hair^ 
dropp'd in it,— -—^^^^ That I am a mar^ 
ried man."-^I own, the tender appella*- 
cion of my dear, dear y^//j,— with fomi 
other ftrokes of conjtigal knowledge, ift^ 
jEerfpcrfcd here and there, might, natu- 
rally enough, l^ave naifled the rnoft can- 
did judge in the world into fuch a deter- 
mination againft me. — AH I plead for, 
in this cafe, Madarn, is ftrid juftice, and 
that you do fo mruch of it, tp me a$ well 
as to yotirfelf,— as not to prejudge, or 
Receive f\a<:h an impreffion of me, till you 
have better eyidenc^, than, I am pofi* 
dve, atpnefentcan be produced againft 
me. —Not that I can be fo vain or un- 
feaibnable, Madani, as to delire yo\$ 
Jhould therefore think, that my dear, 
de^r Jenny is my kept miftrefsj— no^-t 
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tli^twould be flatt«;ing my. chsira6ter i^ 
the other extreme, aod giving it an-air qf 
freedom, which, perhaps, ithas.nokin4 
of right to. AU I contend for, is the ut- 
ter impoffibility, for fqn^e yolurnes, that 
you, or the moft penetrating fpirit upon 
earth, fhould know how this matter real^ 
ly ftands.;--Jt is nqt in^ppffible, but tha? 
my dear, dear Jenwy ! tender as the ap^ 
peUation is, may h^ my c|iild.— — Confi-r 
der,-*— I was born in thp year eighteen,— 7 
Nor is therp any thing unnatural oi;, ex- 
travagant in t|ie fuppofition, that my 
dear Jenny may be my fr;end, — Friend } 
.--My friend.— Surely, Madam* a friend- 
Ihip between the two fexes may fubfift, 
andbefupported^ithout— T-rFy! Mr. 
Sbandf z-^^itYiout any things Madam^ 
but that tender ^^^ delicious fentimept, 
which ever mixes in friendlhip, where 
ifhere is a difference of fex. Let me in-? 
p-eat you tq iftudy tjie pure and fentiipcnr 
tal parts of the bcft French Romances;-^ 
it will really. Madam, aftonilh you to fee 
^ith^ ^hat a variety of chafte expref^ 
pons this delicious fentimcnt, which I 
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fiavc the honour to fpcak of, is drds'd 
put. 

CHAP. XIX. 

I Would Iboncr undertake to explain 
the hardeft problem in geometry,*, 
than pretend to account for rt, that a 
gentleman of my father's great good 

itnfe, knowing, as the reader muft 

have obferved hini, and curious too in 
philofophy,— ^wife alfo in political rea- 
foning, — and in polemical (as he will 
find) no way ignorant, — could be capa- 
ble of entertaining a notion in his head, 
fo out of the common track, — that I fear 
the reader, when I come to mcntioh it 
to him, if he is the leaft of a cholerick 
tertiper, will immediately throw the book 
by i if mercurial, he will laugh moft hear- 
tily at it i — and if he is of a grave and 
faturnine caft, he wiU, at firft fight, ab- 
folutcly condemn as fanciful and extra- 
vagant } and that was in refped to the 
choice and impofition of chriftian names, 
gn which he thought a great deal, more 
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idfpcwk^ than what Aipcrfici^L mkicii^ 
were capable of conceiving. 

His opinion, in this matter, was. That 
there was a ftrange kind of ijiagick bias, 
which good or ba4 names, as he calle<} 
them, irrefiftibly imprefled upon oar 
charadlers and condiK^l. 

The hero of Cfr^tf»/^i argued not th% 
lioint with more fcrioufnefs,— ^f-nor had^ 
he more fi^ith|— — pr more to f^y op the 
powers of necromancy in diifhipnoyringf 
his deed3,-iii-f0r o|i Dulcinba's nanic, in; 
fheddi»g luftrc upon them, that my fa^ 
ther had oa thofe of Trishegist^s of 
Archim^des^ on the one hand~or of 
Nyky and Simhin on the other, How 
many C^$ajls and Pompbvs, he would 
fey> by mere infpiration of the names^^ 
have been rendered worthy of them? 
And how many, he would add, arc there,' 
who might have done exceeding well in 
die world, had not their characters a^icl 
fpirits been totally depreflfcd aqd Nico- 
PEMTxs^D into nothing ? 

I fee plainly. Sir, by your looks, (or 
as the calp happened) my father W(ml4 
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^&7>"™that you .do not heartily fubfcribQ 
to this opinion of mine^ — which, to 
thofe, he would add> who have not care- 
fully fifted it to the bottom, — I own has 
an air iwjre of fancy than of ifolid reafon- 
ing in it; ■-■^■ . and yet^ my dear Sir, if I 
may prefume xo know your charafter, I 
^m morally affured, I (hould hazard lit>- 
tlc in ftating a cafe to you,-^not as a 
party in the difpute, — but as a judge, 
and trqfting my appeal upon it to your 
own good knk and candid difquifition 
\a this matter 5^-,— you are a perfon free 
from as many narrow prejudices of edu- 
cation as moft men i — and, if I may pre- 
fume to penetrate farther into you,— rof a 
liberality qf genius above bearing down an 
opinion, merely becaufe it wants friends. 
Your fon, — your dear fon, — from whofc 
fweet and open ternperyou have fo much 
to expeft, — Your Billy, Sir! — would 
you, for the world, have called him Ju- 
PAS? — Would you, my dear Sir, he 
would fay, laying his hand upon your 
breaft, with the genteeleft addrefs, — and 
\n th^t fpft and irreliftible/^/^;/^ of voice. 



y Google 



92 THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 

which the nature of the argumentum ad 
hominem abfolutely requires, — Would 
■you. Sir, if a Jew of a godfather had 
propofed the name for your child, and 
offered ycu his purfe along with it, would 
you have confented to fuch a defecration 

of him ? -0 n^y God! he would fay, 

looking tp, if I know your temper right. 
Sir, — you are incapable of it;— r— you 
would have trampled upon the ofFdr j— ^ 
you would have thrown the temptation 
at the tempter's head with abhorrence.; 
Yqur greatnefs of mind in this adion, 
which I admire, with that generous con- 
tempt of money, which you ftiew me in 
the whole tranfaftion, is really noble j— - 
and what renders it more fo, is the prin- 
ciple of it 5 — the workings of a parent^5 
love upon the truth and eonvidtion of 
this very hypothefis, naniely. That was 
your fon called Judas,-^— the fordid and 
treacherous idea, fo infeparable from the 
name, would have accompanied him 
through life like his Ihadow, and, in the 
end, made a mifer and a rafcal of hini^ 
in Iplte, Sir, of your example. 



y Google 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDY. 93- 

I never knew a man able to anfwer 

this argument. Bxit, indeed, to fpeak 

of my father as he was;— he was cer- 
tiiinly irrefiftible ;-— both in. his orations 
and difputations ; — he was bom an oreL" 
tor ;— 0foJ/J'ax7O'*— Pcrfu^fioJ^ hung up- ' 
on his lips, and the elements of Logick 
and Rhetorick were fo blended up in 
him> — and, withal, he had fo Ihrewd a 
guefs at the weaknefles and paflions of 
his refpondent, — —that Nature might 
have ftood up and faid, — " This man 
«' is eloquent." — In fliort, whether he 
was on the weak or the ftrong fide of 
^e queftion, 'twas hazardous in either 
cafe to attack him, — And yet, 'tis 
ftrange, he had never read Cicero, nor 
^intilian de Oratore, nor Ifocrates, nor 
Ariftotky nor Longinus amongft the an- 
tients; — nor VqffiuSy nor Skioppius, nor 
Ramus, nor Farnahy amongft the mo- 
derns J— and what is more aftonifliing, 
he had never in his whole life the leaft 
light or fpark of iubtilty ftruck into his 
mind, by one fingle lefturc upon Crack- 
inthorp or Burgetfdicitfs, or ^y Du^ub lo** 
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gician or rommcntator ; — he knew nol 
fo much as in what the difference of art 
argument ad ignorantUm^ and an argu- 
ment adhominem confifted i {c that I well 
remember, trh«n he went up along with 
me to enter my name at^^/kj Coliege in 
****, — it was a matter of juft wonder > 
with my worthy tutor> and two or three- 
fellows of that learne'd fodet^,i— that a 
man who knew not fo much as the names; 
oi his tools, fliould be able to work af* 
tftr that fafhion with them. 

To work with them in the beft man^^ 
ner he could, was what my father W2ts^ 
however, perpetually forced upon j — — 
for he had a thoufand little feeptical no-* 
tions of the comick kind to defend—*— 
moft of which notions, I verily believe, 
at firft entered upon the footing of mere 
whims, and of a t>ive la Bagatelle ; and as 
fech he would miake merty with them 
for half an hour or fo, and having fhafp* 
ened his wk upon them, difinifs them 
till another day. 

• I mention' tftis, not orrly*^ martrtei' of 
hypothefis^or conje&ure upoix tKepra- 
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grefs and cftabliihmcnt of my father's 
manj odd opinions^-^but as a warning 
to the learned reader againft the indil^- 
crect reception of fuch guefls, who, after 
a free and undifturbed entrance, for fome 
years, into our brains,— at length claim 
a kind of fettkment there,— —working 
ibmetimes like yeaft j— but more gene- 
rally after the manner of the gentle paf*. 
fion, beginning in jeft, — ^but ending in 
downright earqeft. 
* Whether this was the cafe of the An- 
gularity of my father*s notions — or that 
his judgment, at length, became the dupe 
of his wit J— or how far, in many of his 
.notions, he might, though odd, be abfo- 
lutely right ; the reader, as he comes 
at them, fliall decide- All that I main- 
tain here, is, that in this one, of the in- 
fluence of chriftian names, however it 
gained footing, he was ferious ;— he was 
all uniformity! — he was fyftcmatical, 
and, like all fyftemarick reafoners, he 
would move both heaven and earth, and 
twift and torture every thing in nature, 
to fupport his hypdthefis. In a word, -I 
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repeat it over again ; — he was ferions j— * 
and, in confcqucnce of it, he ^irould lofe 
all kind of patience whenever he faw 
people, efpecialljr of condition, who 
ihould have known better^-- ^— as care- 
lefs'and as indifferent about the name 
they impofed upon their child, — or 
more fo, than in the choice of Ponto or 
Cupid for their puppy-dog. 

Thisj he would fay, loofc'd ill ; — ^and 
had, moreover, this particular aggrava- 
tion in it, viz. That when once a vile 
name was wrongfully or injudieioufly giv- 
en, 'twas not like the cafe of a- mian'i 
Charafter, which, when wrong'd, might 

hereafter be cleared 5 and, po'ffibiy, 

fome time or other, if not in the itian'i 
life, at Icaft after his death, — be, fomeho w 
or other, fet to rights with the worlds 
But the injury of this, he would fay, 
could never be undone j— hay, he doilbi:- 
cd even whether an aft of pa'rliftment 
could reach it: ——He knew as welt as 
you, that the legiflature aflumeda power 
over furnames j— but for very ftrong rea.- 
fons, whidi he couH give> it had neveiT 
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It was obferv^ic^ that thoj^my. iath^r^ 
in confcqu«hce<rf this opihiaii^ vhadi as 
i have tc^d you, thcftrongfeft iifcings and 
diflikit)^ towards Cisrtain names ;«-f that 
there wtte ftUl numbers cf names which 
huiig fo equally in the balance before 
him, that they wei^abfolutely indifferent 
to him* yai:M, Dicky and Tm #ere of 
this tlafs t Theie my father called neu- 
tral names ;-^a£rming of them^ without 
a fatire]| That there had been as many 
knaves and fools, at leaft^ as wife and 
good men, fince the world began, v/)\q 
had ^hditfererttiy borne thehii'-^fb thati 
Me [^qual forces aiding agaiiift^ach other 
HI contrary dirfeftioJiSj he^ihoughtthey 
ihutuMly ddtroyed each other's. efFefts i 
fdr which reafon,,he would often .d^ 
dltu^Mc vmaid A«jgive/achfcpfyrftbne 
to -d3^3?a(i amon^ them. . B^K.ifhkh: 

ehtlfb ;cK:9jpalnkixid.fi» 4e>6 cfariftiafn A^rni^i. 
whteh '.b^mted* /locxy littfe ifuhllr , w^ i 
jEOid «s n^y faiiitr'hiqppenrd; to be at Mpr, 
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fomi iirhQ^ it iiras givtd bSm,-^-^ wovrdf 
oft-times thank Heaven it was iu> W6ri<i^ 
^A$StiW uras ibmetl^fkg Kke a negative 
quaAtity in Algebra. Widi him; — 'twoa 
Worfe^ 'h^ fard^ tfaaiii' iadthing»*^^ifi/i«;!it 
ftood pretty high z\ i iv Numff again wi^ 
low with him i^^vsvdi Nkk^ ihe faid> Wi^ 
the Dewe. •■ . ■.;«.'.•'•'"•; 

: Butt o^ sU the names in,the pniverfei 
lie had'thc ftioft uaconqwrable avcrfion 
for Tristram;— ^he had the loweft and 
tnoft contemptible opinion of it of ahy^ 
^ing in the world> -^thinking it could 
j^iTibly. produce nothing in r^rum nat^n 
rd^ but^VT^t was. extremely mean wet 
pitiFul i Sothat in the midft of a difputt 
on the fubj&&>.ia which, by the bye, ftl? 
was firequeritly involved,-^-^he would 
£mietimes^^fa!reak off in a fudden and 
ipirited EpiRHOKEutA^.or rather Erots^^ 
:^d/ Vaijfed a.tiiird> and fisimetimts a SaU; 
flFlh'^t)aite the .key of i!hc difcourie> — r-r 
^hd'tk^tuofd it catsgoricdU^ of his aMa*. 
%<m% ^V4tei&e^ hd<wobhi take upon h^ 
.2Q>^y> ihe'ibad etcr remtaibofttdj ^-^4- 
;wk^clM[r^&G^lu(d:«c^:rcadi^ i-«»V eVtm 
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whether he had ever he^M tell of a man, 
failed ^riftratny peiformirig any thing 
gfeat or worth recording ? — No— i he j 
^ould fay> — Thistram ! — ^The thing is 
impoflible. 

What could be wanting in my father 
but to have wrote a book to publifhthis 
liotion of his to the world ? Little boots 
It to the fubtle fpeculatift to ftand An- 
gle in his opinions,— -unleft he gives 
them proper vent : — It was the identical 
thing which my father did: — ^for in thi 
Jrear fixteen, which was tWo years before 
1 was born, he >«^as at the pains of writ- 
ing an exprefs Dissertation fimply up- 
•on the word Trijiramy — Ihewiiig thd 
World j with great candour and modefty, 
the grounds of his great abhorrence to 
the name; 

When this ftory is compared with th4 
title-page, — ^Will not the gentle reader' 
pity my father from his foul J-i^-to fee an 
orderly and weH-difpofed gentleman, who 
tho' lingular^— yet inoffenfive in his no- 
tions,— fo plaiyed upon in them By croft 
-jhifgofts^i — i^to look down upon tbiji 

H S^ 
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ftage, and fee him baffled andovertlirowii 
in all his little fyftems and wiflies ; to 
behold a train of events perpetually fall- 
ing out againft him, and in fo critical 
and cruel a way, as^if they had pur- 
pofedly been plann'd'and pointed againft 
him, merely to infult his fpeculations* 
~ — In a word, to behold fuch a one, in 
ills old age, ill-fitted for troubles, ten 
times in a day fufFering borrow; — ten 
times in- a day calling the child of his 
pr^ytrs Tristram ! — Melancholy dif- 
fyllablc of found ! which, to his ears, was 
unifon to Nincomj^oopy and every name 
vityperative under heaven. — — By his 
^fhes! I fwear it, — if ever malignant 
fpirit took pleafure, or bufied itfelf in 
traverfing the purpofes of mortal man, 
— it muft have been here ; — and if It 
was not neceflary I Ihould be bprn be- 
fore I was chriftened, I would this mo-, 
ment give the reader an account of it. 

C H A P. XX. 

■ — »Hqw could you. Madam, be 
fo inattentive in reading the laft chapter ? 
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I told you in it, That my mother was not 

a faplft. Papift ! You told me no 

fuch thing. Sir. Madam, I beg leare 
to repeat it over again, that I told you 
as plain, at leaft, as words, by dir^^ in-: 
ference, could tell you fuch a thing, -^ 
Then, Sir, I muft have mifs*d a page- 
No, Madam, — you have not mifs'd a 
word.—. — Then I was afleep. Sir. — My 
pride. Madam, cannot allow you that 
refuge. Then, I declare, I know no- 
thing at all about the matter. — That, 
Madam, is the very fault I Uy to your 
charge ^ and as a punilhrrient for it, I do 
infift upon it, that you immediately turn 
back, that is as foon fis you gpt to the 
next full flop, and read the whole chap- 
ter over again. I have impofed this pe- 
nance upon the lady, neither out of wan- 
tonnefs nor cruelty 5 but from the bpft 
of motives; and therefore ihall niake her 
no apology for it when (he returns back : 
— -'Tis to rebuke a vicious tafte, which 
has ci'ept into thoufands befides herfelf^ 
*-- of reading ftraight forwards, niore iij 
» 3 
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queft of the adventures, than of the deep 
erudition and knowledge which a book 
of this caft, if read oyer as it fhould be^ 

would infallibly impart with them r 

The mind fliould be accuftomed to make 
wife refleftions, and drw curious conclu- 
fions as it goes along ; the habitude of 
which made Pliny the younger affirm^ 
^f That he never read a book fo bad, but 
he drew fome profit from it/' The Ao- 
ries of Greece and Romey run oyer with- 
out this turn and application, — do lefs 
fervice, I affirm it, than the hiftory of 
Pari/mus and ParifmenuSy or of the Scr 
ven Champions ofEnglandy read with it. 
^ > — But here comes my fair lady. 
Have you read over again the chaptenj. 
Madam, as I defired you ? — You have : 
And did you not obferve the paflage, 
upon the fecond reading, which admits 
the inference ?— — Not. a word like it ! 
Then, Madam, be pleafed to ponder well 
the laft: line but one of the chapter, 
where I take upon me to fay, " It was 
necejfary I fliould be born before I was 
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It is a tef jiiiUe nitsf<»rt^9C ibr tfaris ^m9 
IsciGJi; of 9lioQ> bipt nK»re ife.tof (be R^ 
^ublick of tctors i— ^foi tteit my* own 19 
^ite fwiJlowcd up kLtbs ci«mfideratio&^ 
«£ itjrrHdiatthii felf-fiu»^ vil&.prariaii&y 



^hildy in cafes of danger, brfon it is Vorn jr-<buf u|v^f 
this, provifoj That ibm& part or- other of the ch^d*t 
body be feen by the baptlzer t B ut tbe Do£lors of the 
Sorhonne^hj a dtIibtrMk>n fteld4MnMjg;<EtfaMn, i^il id^ 
^7iar^^^^^iA>iSf<^t^®S^^'<^^^'* ^ the j|[^4v«^wet» ^ 
determining, Tha.t thpugh. Qo pfurt pf the child's bod/ 
ihould appear,— 7-that baptifm (hall, neverthelefi. He 
iMminiftered taitby mf^^on^'^ait Icmoyen d^unefe^ 

that St. Thomas Aquinaif who had fo good a na^chanio^^ 
head, both for tying and untying' the knots' of fefaool- 
divinity,-r-(hould, after fo much pains beftowed upon 
this,— 'g^ve up the poiiit at laA, U a feoond ^a cl^ 
impOj^ble,'^** Infantes in matemis uteris extftentes 
.(quoth St. Thomas !) baptizari poflunt nuUo modoJ*^^^ 
O Tbmuuf Thomas! 

If the reader has the curiofity to lee the qucHion u^ 
on baptifm by inje^tofty as pref^nted to the Do^lors of 
2hc Sorbcune, with their CDnfultatidD theretiponi it >s 
«i follows* 

H 4 
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((^ftronglytntoour habit and fvumowy^-^ 
and f<> ^hoU^-inteat are< We upon jatlP^ 
fying the impatience of our cdncupif- 
cence thar^vayi^^that nothing but the 
grofs andcttioiib carnal p^rt^s^ofa c^mjpdii^ 
tion wil^ dowii:-— The&btie^hints ancj 
fly con^nramcadonaof: (cience By ofF^ like 
^iritis ijf3praa:ds^*--—rthe hiuavy moral ef- 
cs^es^o^ntvarcls; and both the one and 
the other are as much loft to the world, as 
if.thcy we^erftUMcft in die bQttom of 
the ink-horn. ' 

\, I wilh the mile-reader has notpafs^d by 
.many a one, a$. quaint and curious as this 
one, in which the female-reader has been 
.detefteci. I wifh it may have its efFefts ; 
r^^d that all ^Q0.d peoplp, both male^ 
wkdi^esxi^lt^ from her exanipk, may be 
taught to think as wejl as read^ 

'Memoirs prcifente k Meffieurs les Doc- 
■ teurs de SoRBOifNE *. 

TT^ Cbirurgien Accoucheur y reprefente i 
Meffieurs les Ppifeurs de SorbonnE;^ 
qu*ilj a det ^as, quoique iris rates , ou une 
f Vide Devemer. Paris Edit* 4to, 17341 p. s66. 
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fnif'fHeffauroit acihufhir^ 6? mime oh Ven- 

fUrit eft ieU'ement renferme dafislefein de'Ja 

'^Wiy qu^il ne fait faroitre aucune partic 

' iltj)m c6rpSy ce quiferoit un cas^fimanHes 

TGiiiels] de' lui conferer] du moinsjous con- 

'dHion, le iapteme. Le Chirurgien] qui con-- 

fuUey pretend J par le moyen d'une petite ca- 

iiulie, de pouvoir baptifer immediatemeni 

Tenfahty Jnns faire aucun torf'h la mere. 

' ' ■ // demand ft ce moyen^ qu'il vient dt 

prapctjery eft permis (*f leptiitiey 6? sHlpeut 

i*enfervir dans le cas qu'il vient d'expojer^ 



R E P O N S £• 

JT £ CwJeU eftimiy que la quefihn prop^fet 
fmffre de grandes difficultes. Les^bi- 
plogiens pfi/ent J'un cote pour principei^que 
le baptemey qui eft une naijjance fpirituellcj 
Juppoje une premier e naiffance i ilfaut itre 
ne dans le mondey pour renaltre en Jefus 
Chrift, comme ils ren/eignent. S.^IY^m^s, 
3 part, quasft. 88. ai-tic. ii. /uit- cehe 
foSlrine comme une verite cottfiante ; Von 
jie peut^ dit ce ^. Do^eur, baptifer les 
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fnfans fui/ont renfermes daus le Jein d^ 
jkurs lideresy £5? «$*. Thomas eftfmdejur ce^ 
que Us enfans mfotUfuint nes, 6? ne fm^ 
vent etre comptesfarmi ies autres hammer % 
£w il conclude qu'ils ne peuvent itre Tq^tf 
Sune a£tion exteri^urey four rsfevoir par 
' Uur minijiere, Usjacremeni nUeff^ures an 
falut : Pueri in maternis uteris cxiftentc? 
nondum prodieruat in lucem ut cunj 
-alii3 hominibus vitam. ducant i ujqide uoo 
paiTunt fubjici aftioni humanas^ ut per 
eorum miaifterium facramenu r^cipian? 
ad falutem* Les rituels ordonnent dans la 
pratique ce que les tbeologiens ont etablifur 
les mimes matieres^ &? Us deffendent tous 
d'une maniere uniformey de haptifer les en-- 
yans qui font renfermes dans lefein de leurs 
meres y s'ilsnefontparoitre quelquepartie de 
leurs corps. Le concours des tbeologiens y c^ 
des rituels y qui font les Regies des dioeefesy 
paroit former une autorite qui t ermine la 
quejlionprefente-y cependant le confeilde con^ 
Jcience confiderant d'un cotiy que le raifonne- 
ment des tbeologiens eft uniquement fondefur 
une raifon de convenancey fc? que la deffenfe 
des rituels fuppofe que Von ne peut haptifer 
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immediatement les enfans atnfiWenfermU 
dans lejein de leurs meres, ce qui eft contre 
la/uppofition frefente i £5? d'un autre cote^ 
confiderant que les mimes tbeologiens en/eig- 
nenty que Vonpeut ri/quer les Jacremens que 
Jefus Chrift a etablis commie de^ may ens 
facilesj mats necejfaires pour JanSlifier les 
bommes j £5? d'ailleurs eftimant, que les en^ 
fans renfermes dans lejein de leurs mercj^^ 
pourroient etre capables dejalutyparcequ^iljs 
font capables de damnation j — pour ces con-- 
JiderationSy &? enegard a Vexpojiyjuivant /<f- 
quel on ajfure avoir trouve un moyen certain 
de baptifer ces enfans ainfi renfermesyfans 
faire aucun tort d la merey le Gonfeil eftimc 
que Pon pourroitffe fervir du moyen propofe, 
dans la confiance qu'ilay que Bieu n" a point 
laijfe ces fortes d' enfans fans aucunsfecours, 
iSjuppofanty comme il eft expofiy que le moyen 
dont il s'agit eft propre a leur procurer le 
bapteme i cependant comme il s'agiroity en 
autorifant la pratique propofeCy de changer 
une regie univerfellement etablicy le Confeil 
croit que celui qui confulte doit s'addreffer 
hfon evequcy 6f i qui il appartient dejuger 
deVutilite^ &f du danger du moyen propofcy (J 
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commCyfous le honflaiftrde V eve que y le con-* 
Jeil ejlime qu^il faudroit recourir an Pape^ 
ijuia le droit d'expliquer les regies deVeglife^ 
& dy deroger dans le casy ou la lot ne/fau- 
roit obligery quelque /age &? quelque utile 
^ue paroijfe la manure de baftifer dont il 
Skagit ^ le con/eil ne pourroit Vapprouverfdns 
le concours de ces deux autorites. On conjeile 
au moins S celui qui confultey de s^addrejfer 
(kfon evequey fcf de luif aire part de la pre- 
Jente decifiorty qfin que y ft leprejat entre dans 
tes raifonsjurlejquelles les do^eursfoujjignes 
fappuyenty ilpuijfe etre autorije dans h cas 
ie necejjitey pu il rifqueroit trop d^attendre 
que la permijjton fut demandee 6? accordee 
d'envphyer lemoyen c^u^il propojeft avanta^ 
geux aufalut de r enfant. Au refte^ le con^ 
feily en efiimant que Von pourroit s*enjer^ 
vWy croit cependanty que ft les enfans dont if 
j'agity veneicnt au mondcy contre Vefperance 
ie cenx quifeferoientfervis du mememoyen, 
ilferoitnecejfairede les baptifer fous condi- 
tion ; £5? en cela le confeilfe cpnforme a tous 
les rituelsy qui en autprifant le baptime d*iin 
enfant qui fait paroitre quelque pc^rtie dfi, 
Jstn ccrpSy enjcignent nSanttnoins, ^ ordon^ 
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nent de le tapti/er fous condition, s'ilvieni 
heureujement au movde. 

Delibere en Sorbcnne^ Ic lo Avrit^ ^733* 

A, Lb Moyne. 
L. De R0MIGNY4 
De Marcilly. 



. Mr. Trifiram Shandy's compliments to 
Meflrs. Le Mcyne, De Romigny, and De 
Marcilly ; hopes they all refted well the. 
night after fo tirefome a confultation. 
— ^ He begs to know, whether after the 
ceremony of marriage, and before that 
of confummation, the baptizing all the 
HoMUNCULi at once, flapdalh, by injec- 
tion^ would not be a fhorter and fafer cut 
ftillj on condition, as above. That if 
the HoMUNcuLi do well, and come fafe 
into the world after this, that each and 
every of them fhall be baptized again 
(Jous condition.) — — And provided, in 
the fecond place. That the thing can be 
done, which Mr. Sbavdy apprehends it 
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ttjay, far le moyen d'une petite canull^ 
and/?;; J /^ir^ aucun tort au pert^ 

CHAP. XXL 

i-i— i wonder what's all that noite^ 
Jind running backwards and forwards for^ 
^bove ftairs, quoth my father^ addreffing 
himfelf, after an hour and a half's filence, 

to my uncle "Tobyy who, you muft 

know, was fitting on the oppofite fide 
of the fire, fmoking his fecial pipe all the 
time, in mute contemplation of a ne\V 
pair of black plufh-breeches which he 
liad got on : — What can they be doing, 
brother ? — quoth my father, —we can 
fcarce hear ourfelves talk. 

I think, replied my uncle Toby^ taking* 
his pipe from his mouth, and flriking 
the head of it two or three times upon 
the nail of his left thumb, as he be- 
gan his fentence, — —I think, fays he i 
w-^ — But to enter rightly into my uncle 
Tohfs fentiments upon this matter, yoiJ 
muft be^'made to enter firft a little int<* 
his charadcr, the out- lines of which! 
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fliafljuftgiveyoii, and then the dialogue 
betMneen him and my father will go on aa 
well again. 

— *Pray what was that man's name, — ^for 
1 write in fuch a hurry^ I have no time 
to recoUeA or look for it,— —who firll 
inade the obfervation, '^ That there was 
great inconftancy in our air and climatrf ?** 
Whoever he was, 'twas a juft and good 
©bfervation in him*— But the corollary 
drawn from it, namely, " That it is this 
which has furnifhed us with fuch a vari- 
ety of odd and whimfical charadkers 5''-*-. 
that was hot his ;— it was found out by 
^another man, at leaft a century and a 
half after him : — Then again, — that this 
copious ftore-houfe of original materials^ 
is the true and natural caufethat our Co- 
medies are fo much better than thofe of 
France^ or any others that either have> 
or can be wrote upon the Continent : . ■ >. 
that difcovery was not fully made tiU 
about the middle of King William' % reign, 
-i-when the great Drydim^ in writing one 
#f ^i9 Iwg prefac^5> (4f I miiUke not) 
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tnofl: fortunately hit upon iU Indeed 
toward the latter end of queen Annfi thd 
great Addifon began to patronize the no- 
tion, and more fully explained it to the 
world in one or two of his Speft^tors ;— ^ 
but the difcovery was hot his,— Then^ 
fourthly and laftly, that this ftrange irre* 
gukrity in our climate, producing fo 
ftrange an irregularity in our charaders^ • 
-*- — doth thereby, in fome fort, make u& 
amends, by giving us fomewhat to make 
us merry with when the weather will not 
fiiffer us to go out of doors, — that ob- 
fcrvation is my own j — and, was ftruck 
out by me this very rainy day, March 
a6, 1759, and betwixt the hours of nine • 
and ten in the morning,^ 

Thus — ^thus, my fellow-labourers and 
afibciates in this great harveft of ouf 
learning, now ripening before our eyes f . 
thus it is, by Ilow fteps.of cafual in- 
creafe, that our knowledge phyfical^, me-* 
taphyfical, phyfiological, polemibal, nau* 
tical, mathematical, aenigmatical, tech*. 
nical, biographical, romantical^chemical^^ 
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kftdobftetrical, with fifty other branches 
of it, (moft of 'em ending as thefe do, • 
In teal J have for thefe two laft centuries 
and morci gradually been creeping up- 
wards towafds that 'Ax/*^ of their per- 
feftions, from which, if we may form a 
conjefture from the advances of thefe 
laft feven years> we cannot poflibly be 
far off* 

When that happens, it is to be koped, 
it will put an end to all kind of writings 
whatfoever; — the want of all kind of 
writing will put an end to all kind of ' 
reading ; — and that in time, As war be-' 
gets poverty \ poverty jp^^r^,— »imiift, in . 
courfe, put an end to all kind of know- 
ledge, — and then we ihall have all 

to begin over again j or, in other words^ 
be exaftly where we ftarted. 

Happy ! thrice happy times ! I 
only wilh that the sera of my begetting, 
as well as the mode and manner of it, 
had been a little altcr'di — . — or that it 
dould have been put off, with atty con- 
venience to my father or mother, for 
feme twenty or fivc-and-twenty years 

VOL« 1 4 I 
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longer, when a maii in the literary. worf^ 

might have, ftood fpmp chs^^^cc^r 

But I forget my uncU Ifiby^yhom all 
this vhilc ¥(e have left knocking the 
aflies out of his tobacco-pipe. 
. His humour was of tha); particular fpe- 
cies> which does honour to our atmo-. 
^erej and I fhould have made no fcru- 
pie of ranking him amongft one of the 
firft-rate produdions of it, had not there 
appeared too many ftrong lines in itof a^ 
family-likenefe, which fhewed that he de- 
rived the Angularity of his temper more 
from blood, than either wind or water^ 
or any modifications or combinations of 
them whatever : And I have, therefore^ 
oft-times wondered, that my father, tho' 
I believq he had his reafons for it, upon 
his obferving fcnne tokens of eccentricity, 
in my courfe, when I was a boy,— fhould 
never once endeavour to accountfor them 
in this way : for all the Shandy: Family 
were of an origiit^i Qhara£):ex throughout : 
-r-^ ipQan.tbe males^-— the females had 
np charter at all>-rcxcepti indeed, my 
greaji^aunt DinaHj whoj about fixty y»rt^ 

40 
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ago, was married and got with child by 
the coachman, for which my father, ac- 
cording to his hypothefis of chriftian 
names, would often fay. She might thank 
her godfathers and godmothers. 

It will feem very ftrange, — —and I 
would as foon think of dropping a riddle 
in the reader's way, which is not my in- 
tereft to do, as fet him upon guefling 
how it could come to pafs, that an event 
of this kind, fo many years after it had 
happened, fhould be referved for the in- 
terruption of the peate and unity, which 
othcrwife fo cordially fubfiftedj between 
my father and my uncle Toty. One would 
have thought, that the whole force of 
the misfortune fhould have fpenf and 
wafted itfelf in the family at firft, — as is 
generally the cafe. — But nothihg ever 
wrought with our family after the ordi- 
nai-y way. Poflibly at the very time this 
happened, it might have fomcthing elfe 
ta affli£b it ; and as affliftioils are fent 
down for our* good, and that as this had 
never done the* SkANbr Famtly ariv 

good ar all> it might l!e waiting till apt 
•I. 
I 2 
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times and drcumftances fhould give it 
an opportunity to difcharge its office. 
-— — Obferve, I determine nothing upon 

this. My way is ever to point out to 

the curious, different tradts of inveftiga- 
tiion, to come at the firft fprings of the 
events I tell ;— not with a pedantic Fefcue, 
•—or in the decifive manner of Tacitus, 
who outwits himfelf and his reader ;-— 
but with the officious humility of a heart 
devoted to the affiftance merely of the 
inquifitive j— to them I write,—-— and by 
them I fhall be read, — — if any fuch 
reading as thi^ could be fuppofed to hold 
out fo long, — to the very end of the 
world. 

Why this caufc of forrow, therefore, 
was thus referved for my father and un- ._ 
cle, is undetermined by me. But how 
and in what diredtion it exerted itfelf fo 
as to become the caufe of diffatisfaftion 
between them, after it began to operate, 
is what I am able to explain with great 
exaanefs> and is as follows : 

My uncle Toby Shandy, Madam, 
was a gentleman, who> with the virtues 
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which ufually conftitute the charadber of 

a man of honour and reftitudc, pof- 

feffed one in a very eminent degree, 
which is feldom or never put into the 
catalogue ; and that was a moft extreme 
and unparallel'd modefly of nature ; 
though I correft the word nature, for 
this reafon, that I may not prejudge a 
point which muft Ihortly come to a hear- 
ing, and that is. Whether this modefty 
of his was natural or acquired,— — - 
Whichever way my uncle Toiy came by 
it,'twas neverthekfs modefty in the trueft 
fenfe of it ; and that is, Madam^ not in 
regard to words, for he was fo unhappy 
as to have very little choice in them,— ? 
but to things ; and thi^ kind of mo- 
defty fo poflefled him, and it arofe to 
fuch a height in him, as almoft to equals . 
if fuch a thing could be, cv^n tlie mo- 
defty of a woinan : That female nicety. 
Madam, ^nd inward cleanlinefs of mind , 
and' fancy, in your fex, which makes you 
fo much the awe of ours. 

Yoywill imagine, Madam, that my 
Wpc^e folfy had contrafted all this from 

i 3 
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this -v^fy fotiroc j~that lie had fpcnt a 
grcut part <if his time m convicrfe witk 
your fex ; and that fpom ^ tkorou^ 
knowledge of you, and the force of icni^ 
tation which fuch fair examples render 
irrcfifttbk> — he had acquired this amta* 
ble turn of niind. 

I wifti I could fay fo, — for unlefs it 
was with his fifter-in-Iaw, my father'^ 
wife and my mother — —my uncle "Toiy 
tcarcc exchanged three words with the 

fex in as many years ; no, he got it. 

Madam, by a blow. — ~A bloW ! — ^Yes, 
Madam, it was owing to a blow from ^ 
ftone, broke off by a ball from the para- 
pet of a horn-work at the fiege of Na-* 
tnury which ftruck full upon my uncle 
^oby*% groin. — Which way could that ef^* 
fe6t it ? The ftory of that. Madam, is 
long and intcrefting 5-^but it would be 
running my hiftory all upon heaps to 

give it you here. *Tis for an epifod« 

hereafter j and every circumftance relat- 
ing to it, in its proper place, (hall be 
faithfully laid before you : — 'Till then, it 
i^ not in my power to give fs^rther light 
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into this matter, or fay more than wjiat 
I have faid already,— —That my uncle 
ftoiy was a gentleman of unparallel'd 
modefly, Which happening to be fome- 
what fubtilized and rarified by the con- 
ftant heat of a little fanpiily pride,— 7-— 
they both fo wrought together within 
him, that he could never biear to heair 
the affair of my aunt Dinah touch'd up- 
on, but with the greateft emotion.— 
The leaft hint of it was enough to iiiak# 
the blood fly into his hct i — but when 
my father enlarged upon the ftory in 
mixed companies, which the illuftratio|i 
of his hypotbefi3 frequently obliged him 
to do, — the unfortunate blight of one 
of the faireft branches of the family, 
would fet my uncle Toh'^ honour ^nd 
modeftyo' bleedings and he would often 
take my father afide, in the greateft con- 
cern imaginable, to expoftulate and tel! 
him, he would give him any thing in the 
world, only to let the ftory reft. 

My father, I believe, had the trueft 
love and tendernefs for my uncle Toiy^ 
that ever one brother bore towards ano- 
14 
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ther, an4 would have done any thing iji 
nature, which one brother in reafon could 
have defir'd of another, to have made 
my VincU folffs heart eafy in this, Of 
any other point. But this lay out of hip 
power. 

My father, a§ I told you, was a 

philofopher in grain, — fpeculative, — fyf- 
tematical j— and my aunt Dinah's affair 
was a matter of as much confequence to 
Lim, as the retrogradation of the planets 
to Copernicus: — The backflidings of Fer 
nus in her orbit fortified the Copernican 
fyftem, called fo after his name i and the 
backflidings of my 2iunt Dinah in herorr 
bit, did the fame fervice in eftablilhing. 
my father's fyftem, which, I truft, will 
for ever hereafter be called the Shandean 
Syjiemy after his. 

In any pther family difhonour, my fa- 
ther, I believe^ had as nice a fenfe of 

fhame as any man whatever j and neir 

ther he, nor^ I dare fay, Copernicus y would 
have divulged the affair ir\ either cafe, 
or have taken the leaft notice of it to 
the world, but for the obligations thejr 
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awed, as they thought, to truth.— -^/«iV« 
Flato^ my father would fay, conftruing 
the words to my uncle ^^ohy^ as he went 
along. Amicus Plato \ that is, Dinah was 
my aunt -^—Jed magis atnica veritas^^—r 
but Truth is my fift^n 

This contrariety of humours betwixt 
my father and my uncle, was the fourcc 
of many a fraternal fquabble. The one 
could not bear to hear the talp of farpily 
difgrace recorded, -r—— and the other 
would fcarce ever let a day pafs to an 
end without fome hint at it. 

For God's fake, my uncle Toby would 
cry,— — ?and for my fake, and for all our 
fakes, my dear brother Shandy ^ — do let 
this ftory of our aunt's and her aflies fleep 

in peace i how can you, how can 

you have fo little feeling and compaffion 
for the charafter of pur family ? ■ ■ 
What is the charafter of a family to an 
hypothefis ? my father would reply.— 
Nay, if you come to that — what is the 

life of a family ? The life of a family 1 

r— my uncle ?1?^^ would fay, throwing 
}}imfelf back in his arm chair, and lift- 
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feig tfp ilk hands, Ws ej^s, afflA<one leg. 
— — Yes> the life y ^-J i ny fatjher would 
fcy, maintaining his point. How marry 
tiiotfemfe of >m are there every year that 
rome caft a\v»ay, (in all civilited coon- 
tries at leaft) ■ and confidered as no^ 
thing bat common air, in competition 
rf an hypothtfis. In my plain fenfe of 
things, my uncle Toly would anfwer, 
every fuch inftance is downright Mur- 
der, let who will commit it.— — Thferc 
lies your miftake, my father would re- 
ply;— —for, in Foro Scientide there is 

BO fuch thing as Murder, 'tis only 

Death, brother. 

My uncle ^oby would never offer to 
an(wer this by any other kind of argu- 
ment, than that of whiftling half a dozen 

bars of Lillebullero. You muft know 

h was the ufual channel thro' which his 
paflSons got vent, when any thing fhock- 
cd or furprized him :— — but efpecially 
when any thing, which he deem'd very 
mbfurd, was offered. 

As not one of our logical writers, nor 
mny of the commentators upon ^hem. 
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ifaiKC I remember, have tbaught proper 
to give a name to this pardcular^ecieg 
of argument, — I here take the liberty to 
do it myfelf, for two reafons. Firft, That» 
in order to prevent all confufion in dit- 
putes, it may ftand as much diftinguiihed 
for ever, from every other fpecies of ar- 
gument— —«>-as the Argumentum ad Ve^ 
recundiam^ ex Abjurdoy ex Fortiori , or any 

other argument whatfoever: And,fe- 

condly. That it may be faidby my chil- 
dren's children, when my head is laid ta 
rcft,,..^-^that their learn'd grandfather's 
head had been bufied to as much pur* 
pofe once, as other people's -, — That he 
had invented a name, — and generoufly 
thrown it into the Treasury of the Ars 
Logica, for one of the moft unanfwerable 
arguments in the whole fcience. And, if 
the end of difputation is more to filencc 
than conyince,-^they may add, if they 
pleafe, to one of the beft arguments too. 
I do therefore, by thefe prefents, ftriftly 
order and command. That it be known- 
and diftinguifhed by the name and title 
of the 4rgmentum Fijfulatorium, and no 
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Other;— and that it rank hcrc^er with 
the jirgumentum Baculinumj and the j4r- 
gumentum ad Crumenamy and for ever 
hereafter be treated of in the fame 
chapter. 

As for the Argumentum ^ripodium, 
which' is never ufed but by the woman 
againft the man i— and the Argumentim 
ud Rem, which, contrarywife, is made 
life of by the man only againft the wo- 
man J — As thefe two are enough in con- 
fcience for one lefture; — —and, more- 
over, as the one is the beft anfwer to the 
other,— let them likewife be kept apart, 
and be trieated of \n a place by them-» 
felves, 

CHAP. XXII, 

TH E learned Bifliop Hally I mean 
the famous Dr. Jofeph Hall, who 
was Biftiop o( Exeter in King James the 
Firft's reign, tells us in one of his Decadsy 
at the end of his divine art of meditation^ 
imprinted at Londorty in the year 1610^1 
by John Beal, dwelling in Alderjgate-jlr'eety 
" That it is an abominable thing for a 
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man to cpmmend himfelfs" and T 

really think it is fo. 

And yet, on the other hand, when a 
thing is executed in a mafterly kind of a 
felhion, which thing is not likely to be 
found out;— I think it is full as abomi- 
nable, that a man fliould iofe the honour 
of it, and go out of the world with the 
conceit of it rotting in his head^ 

This is precifely my fituation. 

For in this long digreffion which I was 
accidentally led into, as in all my digref- 
fions (one only excepted) there is a maf- 
ter-ftroke of digreffive Ikill, the merit of 
w^iich has all along, I fear, been over- 
looked by my reader, — not for want of 
penetration in him, — but becaufe '^is an 
excellence feldom looked for, or expc6t** 
cd indeed, in a digreffion j — and it is 
this : That tho' my digreffions are all 
fair, as you obferve, — and that I fly off 
from what I am about, as far, and as of- 
ten too, as any writer in Great BrUain ; 
yet I conftantly take care to order affairs 
fo, that my main bufinefs docs not Hand 
ftill in my abfcncc. 
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I was juft going, for example, to have* 
given you the great out-lines of my un- 
dc Toby*% moft whimfical chara6tcr ;— 
when, my aunt Dinah and the coachman 
came acrofs us, and led us a vagary ibme 
millions of miles into the very heart of 
the planetary fiftem: Notwithftanding 
all this, you perceive that the drawing 
of my uncle ^oby^s charafter went oil 
gently all the time ;— *not the great con- 
tours of it, — ^that was impoffible, — ^but 
ibme familiar ftrokes and faint defigna- 
tibns of it, were here and there touch'd 
on, as we went along, fo that you arc 
much better acquainted with my uncle 
^dby now than you was before. 

By this contrivance the machinery of 
my work is of a fpecies by itfelf ; two 
contrary motions are introduced into it, 
and reconciled, which were thought to be ' 
at variance with each other. In a word, 
my work is digreflive, arid it is- progref- 
five too,— and at the fame time. 

This, Sir, is a very different ftory 
from, that of the eardi's moving round 
her axis, in her diurnal rotation, with her 
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her progrefs, ia h^x eJUptick orbit wliich 
brings about the year, and conftitufics 
tiiat variety and viciffitwcfeof feafonfr wc 
qnjoyi — diough lowii.it fuggefted the 
thought, — as I believe the greatoft of 
our boafted; irtlproveoients and difcovc- 
ries have come from fuch trifling hints, 

Digreffions, inconteftably, are the fun- 

{hinei they are the life, the foul of 

reading ! — take them out of this booki 
for inftapce,— you might as well take 
the book along with them 5 — one cold 
eternal winter would reign in every page- 
of it; reftore them to the writer ;~;he 
fteps forth like a bridegroom, — bids All- 
hail; brings in variety, and forbids the 
appetite to fail. 

All the dexterity is in the good cook- 
cry and management of them, fo as to ba 
npt only for the advantage of the reader^ 
but alfo of the author, whofe diftrefs,.ia 
this matt<jr, is truly pitiable : Fori if he. 
begins a digreffion,~from that moment, 
I.obfervc, his whole work ftand$ ftock 
ftill J— and ifhe.goes on with hismain:. 
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work, — then there is an end of his di-* 
greffion. 

- — — This is vile work. — For which 
reafon, from the beginning of this, you 
fee, I have conftrufted the main work 
and the adventitious parts of it with fuch 
interfeftions, and have fo complicated 
and involved the digreflive and progref- 
five movements, one wheel within ano- 
ther, that the whole machine, in general, 
has been kept a-going; — and, what's 
niore, it fhall be kept a-going thefe forty 
years, if it pleafes the fountain of health 
to blefs me fo long with life and good 
fpirits. 

CHAP. xxni. 

I Have a ftrong propenfity in me to be- 
gin this chapter very nonfenfically, 
and I will not baulk my fancy •-—Accord- 
ingly I fet off thus : 
: If the fixture of Momus's glafs in the 
human breaft, according to the propofed 
^micndation of that arch-critick, had ta-*- 
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ken place, firfti This foolifh confe-^ 

quence would certainly have foHowed,— ' 
That the very wifeft and very graved of ui 
all, in one coin or other, muft have paid 
wind6w-mon6y every day of oul" lives; 

And, fecondly$ That had the faid glafs 
been there fet up, nothing more would 
have been wanting^ in order to have ta-* 
ken a man's charafter, but to have taken 
a chair and gorte foftly, as yoii would to 
a dioptrical bee-hive, and look'd in, — 
view'd the foul ftark naked ; — obf<?rved 
all her motions, — ^her machinations ; — * 
traced all her maggots from their firil 
engendering to their crawling forth i— * 
watched her loofe in her frilks, her gam- 
bols, her capricios J and after fome. no-*, 
tice of her more folemn deportmcnt> 
confequent upon fuch frilks, &?r.— r* 
then taken your pen and ink and fet 
down nothing but what you had feenj 
and could have fworn to:— But this is aa 
advantage not to be had by the biogra- 
pher in this planet i— *-in th<3 planet ikfifr- 
cury (belike) it may be: fo, if not betjtjef; 
ftilt for him i -~-i- for there. the intefif* 

VOL. I, K ; .:.,..> 
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hereof the country, which is. proved by 
comput^tiors, from it;§ yicinijty to the fun, 
to b? m^M-e thfin equal to, tha; pf red- 
hot iron, — muft, I think, long agp have 
vitrified tix^ bodies of the inhabitants, 
(as the efficient caufe) to fuit them for 
the cliin^te. (which is the final caufe i) 
fo that betwixt them both, all the tene- 
ments of their fouls, from top to bot- 
tom, may be nothing elfe, for ayght.the 
foundeft philpfophy can fti^w to, the con- 
trary, but one fine tranfparent. body of 
clear glafs (bating the umbilical knot ;) 
— fo that, till the inhabitaots gi:ow old 
and tolerably wrinkledj whereby the rays, 
of light, in paffing through^ them, be- 
come fo monftroufly reftafted,— ;— or re- 
turn reflected from their furfaces in fuch 
tranfver'fe lin^s to the eye, that a man 
cannot befeen through ; — his foul might 
as well, unlefs for mere ceremony, or the 
trifling advantage which , the umbilical. 
point gave her,-r-might, upon all other 
accounts, I fay, a&- well play the fool 
out o'doors as in her amn hqufe. 
> But this, as I faid ^abovf , . is . not th^ 
cafe of the inhabitants of this earth ;«— 
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d6t riiitldts fhiric? not through' tfhcbodyj 
but ai^e wrapt up here in a d^ik covering 
of tin<ifyftalized flelh and bloody fo thati 
if we would come to the fpecific charac- 
ters' of them, we muff go fqnie otlier . 
way to work. 

IVlany, iii good' truth, are tKe ways, 
which human wit has been forced to talce, 
to do this thing with exafthefs. 

Sbnie, for inftarice, draw all their cha- 
rafl'efs with' wind-iriftrumerit6.--^/^/rg-// 
fake's notice of that way in tKe* affair of 
Dido and Mneas \ — but it is as fallacious 
as^thfe breath of fame J— arid', nribreoyer, 
bdjDdaks a narrow geriiusl I arri hot ig- 
nofailt'th^t xJcitlMiariz pfeten'd to a ma- 
thenrfaticai ^3ia*6triels in tKeiKdelfrgnations 
of brie' pat-ticiilar' fort' of charaffer' among 
tli^m, frdm xkit forte or ficmo of a certain 
wTAa-iWftrfllrtierit th'ey ufe;-^wlncti'^tK^^^ 
fay is infallible. — I diVfe' riof'menuon^tKe 
iraWe' df the' inftrurifi'ent in i^\% placed— 
'ti^'fuffe'cieHt We'Mve 'it amoriglf 6s,-i 
but nfeVii- Yhld t!>f^ittikiri'^^ 
itV«^thi^ ' isr serifgrtiatitd;' and;Mended 
Ici/be^ fo, at^leafti ad p)f^tllu^<'L^M^ 
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therefore, I beg. Madam, when you come, 
here, that you read on as faft as you can, 
and never Hop to make any inquiry 
about it. 

There are others again, who will draw 
^ man's charafter from no other helps in 
the world, but merely from his evacua- 
tions; — but this often gives a very incor- 
re2l outline, — unlefs, indeed, you take a 
fketch of his repletions too; and by cor- 
refting one drawing from the other, 
compound one good figure out of them 
both. 

I fliould have no objedion to this me- 
thod, but that I think it muft fmell too 
ftrong of the lamp,— and be rendered ftill 
more operofe, by forcing you to have an 

eye to the reft of his Non-naturals. 

Why the moft natural aftions of a man's 
life ftiould be called his Non-naturals, — 
is another queftion. 

There arc others, fourthly, whodifdain 
every oneof thefe expedients i — not from 
any fertility of their own, but from p^t var 
rious ways of doing it, which they have 
borrowed from the honourable device^ 
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which the Pentagraphic Brethren * of 
the brufh have fhewn in taking copies, 
— rThefe, you.muft knpw, are your great 
hiftorians. 

One pf thefe you will fee drawing a 
full-length charafter againji the light -.-^ 
that's illiberal, — diflioneft, — and hard 
upon the charafter of the man who fits. 

Others, to mend the matter, will make. 
^ drawing of you in the Camera y^-^-thzt 
is moft unfair of all^ — becaufe, //&^r^ you 
are fqre to be reprefented in fpme of your 
moft ridiculous attitudes. 

To avoid all and every one of thef^ 
errors in giving you my uncle Tohy^s cha- 
rader, I am determined to draw it by no 

mechanical help whatever 5 nor fliall 

my pencil be guided by any one wind- 
inilrument which ever was blown upon, 
either on this, or on the other fide of 
the Alps ; — :nor will I confider either his 
repletions or his difcharges, — or touch 
upon his Non-naturals ;-r-but, in a word, 
I will draw my uncle Toby's charafter 
from his Hobby-Horse. 

• Pentagraph, an inftrument to copy Prints and Pic* x 
t»rc8 mechanically, and in any proportion. 
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CHAP. XXIVr 

IF I was not morally furc that the 
reader muft be out of all p^atience for 
my uncle ^ohf% charafte.r,-^- — I would 
here previouQy have conviHice4 hini th^t 
there is no inftrument fo fit to draw 
fuch a thing with, as that which Lhave 
pitch- d upon. 

A man and his Hobby-Horse;, thp' | 
canpot fay that they aft and .re-aft ex- 
aftly after the fame manner in wJiich the 
foul and body do upon ea,ch pther : Yet 
doubtlefs there k^a communication be- 
tween thern of fonrie kind ; and my 
opinion rather is^ that there is fqme- 
thing in it more of the manner of elec- 
trified bodies^ — and that, by nrieans of tl;ie 
heated parts of the rider, wl>ich come 
immediately into C9ntaft with the back 
of the HoBBY-HoRSE, — by long jour- 
nies and much friftion, it fo happens, 
that the body of the rider is at length 
fill'd as full of HoBBY-HoRSicAL mat- 
,tcr as it can hold \ — rr-fp that if you are 
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&ble to givfe but a clear defcfiption of ^ 
the nature of the one, joii muy form ^a 
fsretty eaoKit notion of tine gertius and 
charaifter of dic-otheh ^' 

'Now : the: HoBBY-HaisE t^hich my 
uncle ?^y alwiys rode upon, was in my 
opinion an HoBBy-HonsE well worth 
giving a defcriptibh of, 4f -it- was only 
Upon the fcbre of W§ great firigularity ; 
fdryxm might havfe tr^vdldd frolh- JVr* 
tD^jD^5:vry^*j^from Dover tb Penzani^ 
in Gornwill^ and fi-^m P'inzdnte to ToA 
bkck dgaio, : antt ndt haVe fWn fbch ari^- 
other upon the road; or if you hadfeeh 
fuch a one, whdte^erhift^ ysiS Had B^en 
\r\^ you murft infallibly Kavt ftopp'd td 
have taken a View of him. Indeed, tlifc 
gait ahd figure of hinrwas'fb ftrahge, 
and fo utterly unlike was he, froftfi his 
head to his tail, to any one of the whole 
fpecies, that it w^s now and then made 

a matter of difpute,-^ whether he was 

reilly a HoBBrjr-HoRSl: Of no := But as 
the Philofopher would ttfe no other ar- 
gument to the' Sceptic, who difpoted 
t?ith' him; againft the rdaliiy of ittQtioa^ 
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favtc that of rifing up upon his legs^'and 
walking acrafe tjhc i*oom j— .fo would rmif 
ynck.'Sj^^ ufc no •other argument >td 
prove his HoBByrHoitsB was a Hobby^ 
Horse indeed, but by getting upon his 
back afid riding him about ; ^^^leaving 
fthe worldi after that, to determine the 
|)ojnt. a3 it thought fit.; ' • 

}t^ good truth, niy uncle ^(^y mount- 
ed hi^ with fo much pleafure, and he 

jcarcied my uncle Tciy fo well, that 

Jie troubled his head; very little ^ith 
what thcf world either laid pr thought 
abpt|t it.^ 

. It is npw high time, however, that I 
givfs you a deftription of him:— But to 
go on regularly, I only beg you will 
give me leave to acquaint you firft, how 
piy uncle Tpiy came by him. 

e H A P. XXV. 

THE wound in my uncle Toiy's 
groin, which he received at the 
fiege of Namury rendering him unfit for 
jhe icrvice, ii was thought expedient he 
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jfcoidd r^ttirn to England^ in order^ if 
poflible, to be fet to rights. 

Hc'W^s four years totally confined,— ^ 
part of it to his bcd> and all of it to his 
room : and in the courfe of his cure, 
which was all that time in hand, fuffcry: 
unfpeakable miferies,-!-owing to a fuc- 
ceflion of exfoliations from the ospuiisy 
and the outward edge of that part of the 
(osiendix called the os illium,-^ — both 
which bones were difmally crufh'd, as 
much by the irregularity, of the (bone, 
which I told you was broke off the pars^- 
pet, — as by its fize, — (thd' it was pretty 
large) which inclined the furgeon all 
along to think, that the great injurywhich 
it had done my uncle Tolly's groin, was 
more owing to the gravity of the ftone 
itfelf, than to the projeftile force of it,—. 
which he would often tell him was a 
great happinefs. 

My father at th^t time was juft begin- 
ning bufinefs in London^ and had taken a 
houfe j-i-and as the trueft friendftiip and 
cordiality fubfifted between thetwa bro^ 
ther5,— ^and that n^y father thought- my 
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\mclt Toiy <:0i5ld n6 ^hef*6 6^ fo W^H 
nurfed and taken •<:are bf afs in his oWn 
hotife,— — he affign'd him the very beft 
apartment in it.-— And what was a ttiuch 
more fintrere m^arfc of hils aflfeftions ftifl, 
he would never fufFer a friend or an ac- 
qtiistintance to ftfep into the houfeon any 
occalion, but he would take him by the 
hand, and lead him up stairs t6 fee his 
brother Toi^y, arid chat ah hotir by his 
bed-fide. 

' The hiftory of a foldier*^ wound be- 
guiles the pain of it ; — my uncle's vifi- 
toi^ at leall thought fo, ^nd in their 
daily calls upon him, from the Cotirtefy 
fifing out of that belief, they would 
frequently turn the rfifcourfe to that 
Itrbjeft,— and from that fubjeft the dif- 
courfe would generally roll on to the 
ftege itfelf. 

Thefe converfations were infinitely 
kind ; and my uncle ^Tofy received great 
relief from thenrK, and would have re^ 
ceivcd much more, but that they brought 
him into fome unforefeen perplexities, 
which, for three months together, retard* 
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e4 hb ciifc greatly ^ uq4 if he had not 
hit ypqn ^an .expedient t;o extricate hioir 
felf out of them, I yierily believe tij^jf 
yfoylcj Ji^e Uid him iipi his grave. 

Wljat th,efe perplexities of my wnck 
Tol^y wer^>— I — 'tis impo0ibk for yov t» 
gyefs;— if yow couldy^^J Ihould blufhj 
pot ?^$ a reUtiQnj-TTT-nojt ais ? man^-^-oipf 
pven as ^ wom^tn, — but I fhauld Wuih a? 
an author; inafwi^ch as I fet jio fm^\\ 
Aore by pnyfclf upon this very aCQPU^fj 
that my rea4cf H?w never yet been abl^ 
to gyefe at any thing. And in this» §ir# 
I am of fq i^ice and n;>gMlar a hymorutj 
that if I thought you ^^s able ^ form 
the leaft j.\)dgment or probable CQ'njet;^ 
ture to. yourfelf, of what was to cooif 
in the n,ext page,— I would tear it out 
pf my bpok. 

CHAP. XXVI- 

I Have begui> a new book, on purpofo 
that I might have rowi enough to 
explain the nature of the perplexities: in 

which my uncle 3tf^^ was involycd, from 
2 
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the many difcourfes and interrogations 
about the fiege of Namur^ where he re- 
ceived his wound. 

I muft remind the reader, in cafe he 
has read the hiftory of King Williatn's 
Wars,— but if he has not, — I then inform 
him, that one of the mod memorable at- 
tacks in that fiege, was that which was 
made by the Englijh and Dutch upon the 
point of the advanced counterfcarp, be* 
twcen the [gate o{ St. Nicolas^ which in- 
clofed the great fluice or water- ftop, 
where the Englijh were terribly expofed 
to the (hot of the counter-guard and de- 
mi-baftion of St. Roch: The iflue of 
which hot difpute, in three words, was 
this J That the Dutch lodged themfelves 
Upon the counter-guard, — and that the 
Englijh made themfelves matters of the 
covered' way before St. NicolaS'g2Xty not- 
withftanding the gallantry of the French 
officers;, who expofed themfelves upon 
the glacis fword in hand. 

As this was the principal attack of 
which my uncle ^oby was an eye-witnefs 
at iVi?i»«r,— — the arniy of the bcfiegers 
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being cut pfF, by the confluence of the. 
Maes and Sambre, from feeing much of 

each other^s operations, my uncle 

^oby was generally more eloquent and. 
particular in his account of it; and the 
many perplexities he was in, arofe out of. 
the almofl: infurmoun table difficulties he, 
found in telling his ftory intelligibly, and 
giving fuch clear ideas of the differences 
and diftinftions between the fcarp and. 
counterfcarp, — the glacis and covered- 
way, — the half-moon and ravelin, — a% 
to make his company fully comprehend 
where and what he was about. 

Writers themfelves are too apt to con- 
found thefe terms ; fo that you will t;hc 
lefs wonder, if in his endeavour^ to ex- 
plain them, and in oppofition ta many 
mifconceptions, that my uncle Toby did 
oft-times puzzle his vifitors, and fome- 
timeshimfelftoo. 

To fpeak the truth, unlefs the compa\ 
ny my father led up ftairs were tolerably 
clear-headed, or. my uncle Toby wasin 
one of his explanatory moods, 'tv^' 
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a difficult thing, do what he cbiild, ta 
keep the difcoirrfe free from obfcurify. 

What rendered the account of this af- 
fair the more intricate to my uncle "faiy, 
was this,-r-diat in the attack of the coun- 
tcrfcarp, before the gate of St. Nicolas, 
extending itfelf from the bank of the 
Maesy qxiite up to the great water-ftop, 
—the ground was cut and crofs cut with 
ftichva multitude of dykes, drains, rivu- 
lets, and (luices, on all fides, — and he 
^ould get fo fadly bewildered, and fet 
fkft'amongft them, that frequently he 
could neither get backwards or forwards 
tofave his life i and was oft-times obliged 
to give up the attack upon that very ac- 
count only. 

Theffe perplexing rebuffs gave my un- 
cle Toiy Shandy more perturbations than 
you would imagine : and as my father's 
kindnefs to him was continually drag-* 
ging up frefh* friends and frelh enquir- 
cl-s; he had but a very uneafy talk 

of it. 

No doubt my uncle Toly had great 
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commancl of himfelf,-— and could guard 
appearances, I believe, as well as moft 
men ; — yet any one may imagine, that 
when he could not retreat out of the ra- 
velin without getting into the half-moon, 
or get out of the covered-way without 
falling down the counterfcarp, nor crofs 
the dyke without danger of flipping in- 
to the ditch, but that he mufl: have fretted 
and fumed inwardly: — Hfedid fo^ — and 
the little and hourly vexations, which 
may feem trifling and of noaccou-nt ta 
the man who has not read Hippocrates^ 
yet, whoever has rt^A Hippo er at esy or Dr. 
James Mackenzie^ and hasconfidcred well 
the efFefts which the ipafllojis and affbc- 
tions of the mind have upon the diges- 
tion — (Why nox of a wound as well as 
of a dinner ?)— may eafily conceive what 
fliarp paroxyfmj and exacerbations of his 
wound my VLVLclt^Tohy mufl:' have under=^ 
gone upon that fcore only, 

. — My uncle TV^jy could notphilofa-* 
phi-ze upon it; — 'twas enough he felt 
it was fo, — and havingfuftained thepairi 
and farrows of it for three momhs^tdgc- 
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ther^ he was refolved fomc way or other 
to extricate himfelf. 

He was one morning lying upon his 
back in his bed^ the anguifh and nature 
of the wound upon his groin fufFering 
him to lie in no other pofition, when a 
thought came into his head^ that if he 
could purchafe fuch a thing, and have it 
pafted down upon a board, as a large 
map of the fortification of the town and 
citadel of Namur^ with its environs, it 
might be a means of giving him eafe.— 
I take notice of his defire to have the en- 
virons along with the town and citadel, 
for this reafon,--becaufe my uncle Toby's 
wound was got in one of the traverfes, 
about thirty toifes from the returning 
angle of the trench, oppofite to the fa- 
licnt angle of the demi-baftion of *?/# 
Rocb:^ fo that he was pretty confi- 
dent he could flick a pin upon the iden- 
tical fpot of ground where he was {land- 
ing on when the ftone ftruck him. 

All this fucceeded to his wifhes, and 

' not only freed him from a world of fad 

explanations, but^ in the end, it proved 
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the happy means> as you ^ill read^ of 
procuring my uncle Toiy his Hobby-^ 

HORSB, 

CHAP. XXVII. 

THERE is nothing fo foolilh^ when 
you are at the expence of making 
an entertainment of this kind^ as to or- 
der things fo badly, as to let your cri- 
ticks and gentry of refined tafte run ir 
down : Nor is there any thing fo likely 
to make them do it, as that of leaving 
them out of the party, or, what is full as 
offenfive,of beftowingyour attention up- 
on the reft of your guefts in fo particu*- 
lar a way, as if there was no fuch thing 
as a critick (by occupation) at table. 

r— I guard againft both j for, in the 
firft place, I have left half a dozen pla- 
ces purpofely open for them ^— -and in 
the next place, I pay them all court.— 
Gentlemen, I kifs your hands> I protelk 
no company coujld give me half the plea- 
furc>— by my foul I am glad to fee you* 
l_\ ' I beg only you will make wy 
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fti-angers bfyovlifelvifs, but fitdo't^rn ifrifh- 
obt any ceremony, and fall oh heartily. . 

I faid I had left^ix places^ and I wa& 
upon the point of carrying my com- 
plaifance fo far, as to have left a feventh 
open for them,—rand in this very fpot I 
ftand on ; but being told by a Critick, 
(tho* riot by occupation,— biit by na- 
ture) that I had acquitted mylelf ^ell 
cnoligh, I fhall fill it up direftly, hdp^ 
ing, in the mean time, that I ftiall be 
able tb make a greit deal of more room 
next year. 

How, m the nanie df i^dnder !• 

could your uncle Toty, whOj it feenis, 
was a military man, arid whom you hat^e 

teprefentedas no fbol, ^be at the fame 

time fuch a confufed, pudding-hesldtd, 
muddle-headed, fellow, aa — Gb look. 

So, Sir Critick, I could hftve replied i 
but I fcorri it. — 'Tis language uriurbaile, 
•ii^ahd only befitting the man Who cto- 
iiot give clear arid fatisfaftory accbunts 
of things, or dive dtep cnoiigh intd the 
fiHl.caufes of human ignorance and coh^ 
ftjfiort. It is mdregvcr Hie reply valiant 
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-**-and therefore I rejeft it*, for tho' if 
might have fuited my uncle ^oiy*s cha-^ 
rafter as a fbldier excellently well,— and 
had he not accuftomed himfelf, in fuch 
attacks, to whittle the LillahuUero, as he 
wantied no courage, *tis the very anfwcr 
he would have given j yet it would by- 
no means have done for me. You fed 
as plain as can be, that I write as a man 
of erudition 5— that even my fimiHes, my 
alluiions, my illuftrations, my meta- 
phors*, are eruditei-**and[ that I muft fuf- 
tain my charafter properly, and contraft 
it properly too,^^elfe what would be- 
come of me? Whyy Sir, I Ihauld be un^ 
done i-^ at this very moment that I am 
going here to fill up one place againft ^ 
critick,— I fhould have made an opening 
for a couple. 
-^—Therefore I anfwer thus : 
• Pray, jSir, in all the reading which you 
have ever read, did you ever read fuch a 
bocdt as Locke's Efiay upon the Human 
Uftdcill^i^ing ?'i>>-^ — 'Don't anfwer m« 
raflily,-«-becaufe many, I know, quote 
the bdtok^ who have notredd^ k*^a0d 
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many have read it who undcrlland it 
not :— If either of thefe is your cafe, as 
I write to inftruft, I will tell you in three 
words what the book is. — It is a hiftory, 
—A hiftory ! of who? what? where? 
when ? Don't hurry yourfelf— It is a 
hiftory-book. Sir, (which may poffibly 
recommend it to the world) of what paff- 
cs in a man's own mindj and if you will 
fay fo much of the book, and no more, 
believe me, you will cut no contemptible 
figure in a metaphyfick circle. 

But this by the way. 

Now if you will venture to go along 
with me, and look down into the bot- 
tom of this matter, it will be found that 
the caufe of obfcurity and confufion, in 
the mind of a man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the firft place. 
Secondly, flight and tranfientimpreffions 
made by the objefts, when the faid organs 
are not dull. And thirdly, a memory 
like unto a ficve, not able to retain what 
it has received. — Call down Dolly your 
chamber-maid, and I will giveyou my 
cap and bell along with it,, if I make not 
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this matter fo plain that Dolly herfclf 
ihouldunderftand it as well z^Malbrancb. 
— »— When Dolly has indited her epiftl^. 
to Robin^ and has thruft her arm into 
the bottom of her pocket hanging by 
her right fide j — take that opportunity 
to recoUefb that the organs and faculties 
of perception can, by nothing in this 
world, be fo aptly typified and explained 
as by that one thing which Dolly*$ hand 
is in fearch of»-«— Your organs are not fb 
dull that I ihould inform you,~ tis an 
inch, Sir, of red feal-wax. 

When this is melted and droppod 
upon the letter, if Dolly fumbles too 
long for her thimble, till the wax is over 
hardened, it will not receive the mark 
• of her thimblQ from the ufual impulfe 
which was wont to imprint it. Very 
well. If Dolly s wax, for want of better, 
is bees-w^, or of a temper too foft,— 
tho' it may receive, — it will not hold the 
impreOion, how hard foeyer Dolly thrufts 
^gainft it i and laft of all, fuppoAng thfi 
wax good, and eke the thimble, but ap- 
plied thereto in carckfs haftC;, as hee 

% 3 
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Miftr^fs rings the berll j— r^^n any ^wvo 
of thefe thre^ cafc5 the print Jeft by thjo 
thimble will be as yi^lilfc iji^ prptotype 
lis a brafs-jack. 

Now you muft u«derftand that n/ot 
one of thefc was the true caufc of the 
fconfufion in cny ^lncle foifs difcourfe 5 
^nd it is for that very r^zffm 1 enlarge 
x^on them fo long, ^fcer the manner of 
great phyfiologifts, — tp fliew the worW^ 
3f7hat it did not arife from, 
. What it did ^rife from, I have hinted 
jibove, an4 a fertile fource of obicurity 
4t is,~ai^d ever will be,-— and that is the 
iinfteady ufes of words, which have per- 
plexed the clear^ .and moft exalted un- 
jdcrftandings, 

It is ten to one (at Artbur^s) whether 
you havjg ever read the literary hiftories 
of paft-ages 5 —if you have,-^!T-wlii^t .terri- 
|:>le battles, ^yclept logomachies, have 
they occafioncd and perpetuated with fo 
much gall and ink-ftied, — that a good- 
natured man cannot read the account^ 
pf them without tears in his eyes. 

gentle critick! when thou haft weigh* 
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cd.dil thisy and confider'd withia thyfelf 
hoy/ much of thy own knowledge, dif- 
fourfe, and conyerfktion has been pefl:er« 
^d ^4 diro;:dered> at one time or othpr^ 
by this, and this qnly : — What a pudder 
^ad racket iq Covncii-$ about ^Vmi and 
4?Wrfcr(c; and in the School^ of thp 
iearned about power apd ^bout fpirif j 
—about eflences, and abppt quinteffen- 
Qe3 ;—— about fubftances, apd about 
fp^ce. ~-«i» What confufion in gr^atp 
Theatres from words of littlp meanr 
ing, and a:^ indeterminate .a fenfe ! whca 
thou confidercft this, thou wilt not won- 
der at my uncle SH^^'? perple^tiesi,-— 
thou wilt drqp a tear of pity upon his 
fcarp and his counterfcarp i — hi? glacis 
and his covered jw^y ; — his ravelin ^ii4 
his half-moon: *Twas not by ideas, — by 
Heaven ^ his life wa$ pyt i^ jeopardy bj^ 

CHAP. XXVIK. 

WJH[£N my uncle 3i?^y got his 
jpap of Namur to his mind, he 
fe?§^n immediately to apply himfelfx ?ad. 
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with the utmoft diligence, to the ftudy 
of it; for nothing being of more im- 
portance to him than his recovery, and 
his recovery depending, as you have 
read, upon the pailions and afFeftipns of 
his mind, it behoved him to take the 
niceft care to make himfelf fo far matter 
of his fubjeft, as to be able to talk upon 
it without emotion, 

In a fortnight's clofe and painful ap^ 
plication, which, by the bye, did my 
vncle Toby*s wound, upon his groin, no 
good, — he was enabled, by the help of 
fome marginal documents at the feet of 
the elephant, together with Gohefius's mi- 
litary architcftureand pyroballogy, tranf- 
lated from the Flemijby to form his dif- 
courfewith paffablc perfpicuity j aii4 be- 
fore he was two full months gone, — he 
was right eloquent upon it, and could 
^nake not only the attack of the advan-t 
ced counterfcarp witl^ great order;— — 
but having, by that time, gone much 
deeper into the art, than wh^t his firtt 
motive made neceffary, my uncle ^ohy 
^a; able to crofs the Maes and Samire s 
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make diverfions as far as VaubatCs linfe, 
the abbey of Salfinesy &c. and give his 
vifitors as diftinft a hiftory of each of 
their attacks, as of that of the gate of 
St. Nicolasy where he had the honour to 
receive his wound. 

But defire of knowledge, like the thirft 
pf riches, increafes ever with the acquifi-* 
tion of it. The more my uncle ^eby . 
pored over his map, the more he took 
a liking to it ! — by the feme procefs 
and eledrical affimilation, as I told you^ 
through which I ween the fouls of con- 
noiffeurs themfclves^ by long friftion 
and Incumbition, have the happinefs, at 
length, to get all be-virtu*d, — be-pic- 
tured,— be-butterflied, and be-fiddled. 

The more my uncle I'ohy drank of 
this fweet fountain of fcienee, the greater 
was the heat and impatience pf his thirft, 
fo that before the firft year of his con- 
finement had well gone round, there 
was fcarce a fortified town in Italy or 
Flanders y of which, by one means or 
other, he had not procured a plan, read- 
ipg over as he got them, and carefully 
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collating therewith the hiftorics gf their 
ilegeSi their demolitionSj their improve - 
fpcnts, and new y^orks, all which he 
would res^c^ with that intenfe application 
and delight, that he would forget hira- 
felf, his wound, his confinement, his 
pinner. 

In the fecond year my uncle ^oby pur- 
chafed Ramelli and CataneQy trai^fljite^ 
frgm the ftalian\ — likewife Stevinus^ 
Moralis, thts Cheyalier de Ville, Lorim^ 
Cocf^oruj, SheeUr, the Count de Pagan, th« 
yizxihaX Vauban, Monf. Blondnh ^ith 
^moft as many more book? of military 
architcfturc, as Don ^ixoPe wa^s found 
to haye of chivalry, when the curate and 
barber invaded his library. 

Towards the beginning of the third 
year, y^hich was in Auguft^ ninety-nine^^ 
my uncle "Toby foupd it necejQTajry to 
Vnderftand a little of projeftilef : tt- 
and having judged it beft to draw his 
Hnqwledge from the fountain-head, he 
l>egan with N. Tarfaglla, who it fcenjs 
was the firft man who detefted the ira-. 
pplition of a cannojri*bairs dping ail thf^t 
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fnifchief Udder the notion of a right Une 
*-?-This ^. ^artAglU proved to my uncle 
fobyxo be an impoflil>le thing, 

^pjxdlels is the fcarch of Truth. 

No fboner >!?as my uncle Toby fatisfiod 
which r<>ad the cannj^n-ball did not go, 
but he t/as infenfibly led pn, and refodr- 
1^ in hi$ mind to enquire and find out 
which road the ball did go : For which 
|)urpofe he was obliged to fet off* afrefli 
with old Mfiffus, and ftudied him de- 
youtly.'— He proceeded next to Galiko 
pnd7(?mV^//^*^j, wherein, by certain Geo- 
pietrical rules, infallibly laid down. He 
found the precife path to be a Parabola 
- — or elfe an HypERBOLA,-T-and that the 
parameter, or latus reifum, of the conic 
fedtion of tlie faid path, was to the quan« 
tity and amplitude in a direft rafio, as 
the whole line to the fine of double the 
jangle of incidence, formed by the breech 
upon an hori^sontal plane i— -and that the 
femiparameter, — — ftop ! my dear uncle 
^oiy — —ftop ! — go not one foot farther^ 
jnto this thorny and bewildered track,— r 
jatricate ajre the fteps ! intricate are the 
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mazes o^this labyrinth ! intricate are the 
troubles which the purfuit of this bewitch- 
ing phantom Knowledge will bring upon 
thee.— O my uncle j-i-fly — fly, fly from it 
as from aferpent,— — Is it fit good- 
natured man ! thou (hould'ft fit up, with 
the wound upon thy groin, whole nights 
baking thy blood with hcftic watchings? 
— Alas ! 'twill exaiperate thy fymp- 
tomsy— check thy perlpirations — eva- 
porate thy fpirits^—^afte thy animal 
ftrength, — dry up thy radical moifturc, 
bring thee into a coftivc habit of body, 

. impair thy health, and hafl:en all 

the infirmities of diy'crid age.— •— O my. 
vncle ! my uncle Tot^. 

C JH A p. XXIX. 

I Would not give a groat for that man^^ 
knowledge in pen-craft, who does 

not underftand this,- That the beft 

plain narrative in the world, tacked ve- 
ry clofe to the laft Ipirited apoftrophe to 
my uncle 7'o^y — -rwould have felt both 
f:old and vapid upon the reader's pa-; 
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Jate ; — therefore I forthiyith put an end 
to the chapter, though. I was in the 
middle of my ftory. 

Writers of my; damp have 
one principle in common vfith painters. 
Where an exaft copying mdces our pic- 
tures lefs ilriking, we choofe the lefs 
evil ; deeming it even more pardonable 
to trefpafs againfl: truthj than beauty. 
This is to be underftood cum granoja^ 
its ; but be it as itwill,— as the parallel 
is made more for the fake of letting 
the apoftrophe cool, than any thing elfc, 
— 'tis not very material whether upon 
any other fcore the reader approves of 
it or not. 

In the latter end of the third year, my 
uncle Toiy perceiving that the parameter 
and femi-parameter of the conic feftiogj 
angered his wound, he left off the ftudy 
of projeftiles in a kind of a huff, and be- 
took himfelf to the praftical part of for- 
tijfication only j the pleafure of whichj^ 
like a fpring held back, returned upon 
him* with redoubled force. 

It was in this year that my unqle be-. 
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gan to break in upon the daily regularity 
of a clean ftiirt,— — to difmifs his barber 
unfhaven^— — and to allow his furgeon 
fcarce time fufficient to drefs his wound> 
concerning himfelf (o little about it^ as 
not to aflc him once in feven times drelT- 
ing, how 'it went on: when, lo ! — all 
of a fuddehj for the change was quick 
as lightning, he began to figh heavily 
for his recovery,— —coniplaincd to my 
father^ grew impatient with the fur- 
geon ; and one morning, as he heard 

his foot coming up ftairs, he fhut up his 
books, and thruft afide his inftruments, 
in order to expoftulate* with him upon 
the protraftion of the cure, which, he 
txAd him, might furely have beenaccom- 
jpliftied at leaA by that time :— He clwelt 
Ibng upon the miferies he had under- 
gone, and the forrows of his four years 

melancholy imprifonmenti adding, 

that had it not b^en for the kind looks 
and fraternal chearings of the beft of 
btothers, — he had long fince funk under 

his. misfortunes. My father was by : 

^y uncle STe^^'s eloquence brought tcara 
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Uito hiseyc^ ;i-i-^'twasftincxpc6i:cd :i-i— • 
My uncle Toiy^ by hatiire was not elo- 
quent ;-i-it had the greater effcft :iii-^ 
The fbrgfebri wis cofifouhded 5-iiJ— not 
that thet-e wanted grounds for fuch, or 
greater j marks of impatienccj-^but 'twas 
linexpfefted m>', iii the four years he 
had attended hinrt, he had riever ft«n any 
thing like It irt hiy uhcle f%*s carriage j 
he had netir oftce dropped cJfle fretful or 
difcomented Wrd 1 — —he had beeti ill 
patiencfei-^ali fubriiiflion. 

— We lofe the right of c<*ihJ>lainiog 
fometlnies by forbearing it; — but irt 
often treble the force :-^The furgeoh wtt 
aftonifhed ; but much more fd^ wheh h« 
heard my uncle Toly go on, and pe- 
remptorily infift upon his healing up the 
wound direftiy,— or fending for Mon« 
fieur Ronjaty the king's ferj Wnt-^furgeon), 
to do it for hito* 

The defirc of life and health is im-; 
planted in n>au'^ hatUre i — «-the love of 
liberty and enlargeiiient is a fifter^paflloit 
to it : Thefe m}r uncle STijA^ hid in cbfii- 
mon with hi^-ipeciei i-«^4-*and citljer cjf, 
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them ka^ been fiifficiciit to acccmntlfbi* 
hjs 4aqipft (tefirc^ to geV 
doors^-7r!7-but I Rave told yoii bc^f^l 
thaf,,ttoiKing Wrqu^Y witH "oiir femiiy 
after jifie comrqon* way i^~andifditf 
the t(ni^ ah<f manner in which this' ea- 
ger *<iVXir^.,&ewe4:iffelf m ihc'pwM* 
cafe, ith.e jpenetrat^ing reader \yill ftifpeft 
dxerc^jislomc other "catife or tl-otcHet 
fijrJV liC' J^y yhcle' J'ij^ys headf-^-i* 
' There, was fo, an^' 'tis the (ub]tit6ti&i 
next c)iapter to fet forth what that**d^uf(^ 
and .cfptchet 'was. I own, when *'tHaW 
dpne^ '*twill be time' to return bafck t6 
the parlour fire-Iidei where' we left Jmy 
wncle Toh in the middle of his fentfericif/ 

■•'■'• •'. CHA'.P.; XXX, r. y.r.ici 

WH E N ,^ man^ives himfelf ufl.^f^ 
^.^hfc.governnxcnt of a rulioj^jp^r 
fipfti-r*rr ifl^ othdr wprds, when hia HQfb 
ix-Ho»ll«wRrqwf JyjacJ&ong/-^^ 
wel^QCfi) ri^09 andJgj|;^ifcjredoiv,^..^ , " 
M)^ unfile ^>^y MVf^^i^ ^as ^^^..^f^^ 
g^nd as foon as th«iurgeon r^cov^ere^ JhiU 
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i23uish*«*-^he coldhim^ 'cw«6 juft b^ia- 
lung to incarnate ; and that if no frcflx 
exfoliation happcnedj wJbtch there wai no 
fign of>*--»tt would be drkd up in five of 
fix weeks, The found of as many Olym- 
{uads, twelve hours before^ would have 
conveyed an idea of (horter duration to 
my uncle Toiy'% mind*— ?— The fuccef-^ 
jSon of his ideas was now rapid^-^^he 
foiled with impatience to put his defign 
in execution ^-^^-^^and fo^ without con^ 
fulting farther with any &ul livings— * 
which, by.thc bye, I think is jrtghti when 
you are predetermined lo lake no one 
fotil's advice,-— he pritritely ordered 
^rim, his man, to pack Up. a bundle of 
lint and dreflings, and hire a chariot-^Uid* 
four to be at the door exa&ly by twelve 
o'clock that dAy, when he knew my fa- 
ther would be upon 'Change^-^-^^So 
leaving a bank-note uponchetatble for 
the furgeon's care of him» and a letter 
of tender thanks for his bcalh(br's — he 
packed up his, mips» b» book^ of fbrti^ 
iication, hi& ini^^ruments, (^d 4nd by the 
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fildili^ jdefmigradNm ih&r» fcillowa: . .ti 

and* ^: whichj the -nightvMbre tluf 
ck^Kge :bdippened) fi^ wastfitttisq^M^tii 
hU^indpc, l^c.^bont hitn«*«*heing ibmoii^ 
what of the frnallefti Jfor that iAitmty of 
great aiiid fifiallinftrameiitrofknpwlfedga 
whichvUiWally Utjr crowded upon ii>f*-bc 
had theiaccident^. in n^Lchixkgioret&i 
his'tobA^o^box^ to thi^ow down^bis cdm>^ 
paffds/<saA(i>ifn ItdDinng to tnkeithe osmft 
^aflS^ upi'Wi€))fhH^e<)¥ehe:t^rmftda«tii 
his ca(k of virtAtromentir and ifnuffem^Mi* 
ai|d iaf ^be dide todto. rtiauagaittft>hiiad| 
«^ :hk^tfl[Aeak>wbig cac^tcrh thei fmiSm 

A/ 'ofFt^e^tablc^ : and Count i/r I^gof 

"ts m5r bilife alfifcyL^ftSf ta think: tjf: re* 
dfeflii^ iSil«&€v4ti^b)ohimrdf^^^ 
his bcH fer his nftaA^^Triwi— .**.— .JViwrj, 
7 '• . • 
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^uQtfao^tuolb 9)^4^) prithee fee tvhaf 
t^mifoiion i«ha:i^e lier« been ^akmg— -i 
^fiiifl; kan^eiiiiBKJbetMt QOiidSvanoe, i'rimi 
¥«^Caii1ft pot thoM ttfkd my tliki jthd 
meafurovtho lengdi aiid' breadth of thi« 
tabkt ^ tbto gOL agdi bsfpeak mc one 
M . Wg .^gjiiarf -tH-j^Ycfi an* pleafc your 
P[9Mm» fiptMA^STiHwy nrakii^g ji bow | 
Inw I bDip^r^^f^ur Honour will be foon 
ItseU tnittigkto gift down to yipur Coun- 
try-feat^ wharc#«9A$ your Honour tak« 
jfo mtidt plfiafiire/ in . fbitifioacioQ^ wc 
lu»\^d ttam^e this matterrto a T» 

1 m^ beoe. inform you^ diat this icr* 
*a^t of, my :uq<k f(4j»'6> -who went by 
fbe aiii|ef|)£3Hi»^ ih^ been a corpoyrai 
ia *y wii4k'3. own jc6mp*ny*W\is red 
i^ume lYT^ ;^iwr^ Bntitrr^hMt having goc 
^ Hitldrnarne of *fV-f«i inrihc regiment^ 
^^m^%r^Mi&ft unli^ wh^a be happened 
t$% b^ visry. angry with fatnoi. would vkwes 
call kim by any opfaer name. 
- Th^^poar Ceiiow had been ipibled for 
Uieifenvkil; by arWDUnd on ids teft knee 
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t(Namkr i-^zOid as the fdloifirwa|^.iiwrUr 
beloved in fhn rcgimeotyrand a han^ 

l:aijk.him{ibr iii^vJ^iepiand of ^ji f(f^ 
ceUetpfti ufe;ivaiL.lte>i atfcnduagimy u^ck 
^olrf ih.thip casnp md ifthis^qgsa{$er&|i| 
^ valet, :gr£Kmi» barbery cdQki ^^n^ftpi^ 
aod nitrfe-;j.and.ind€3ed;:fram:^j(ft to la^ 
waited :tippix:him anA:^erve4;*bi(n tfidl 
great fidelity : ajid affcdioiw.: ' c ^ ^^^ 
: .,TS/^. irucfe^cJjr loved thoeqpnaii in rer 
turn^ aUd wha£ attached hioi^asipM j(0 
him.ftilly ittraa/xhe ilmtUtude ^f.tke^ 
knowledge..-^--^EorCoi^ar^ .jTr^^ 05pr 
£o, for the future,.! flialLcall h^ii) t^f 
four.year^ ocfafional attentuMV^.tO Jl^ 
Mafter's.drfcourijb i^pon fordfi^ tDW«tfi> 
^d. dbp ad^eantage ofpryicig ami j>eejr 
ing coni^Qually inta his JMafter^s |:4aii& 
i5f^. esulaftveand beAdes what h^ &^^3^ 
HoBBY-HpMiCALLy^tas a bodywfefw^ 
'JN^m,H(ik^,J^ i^ * ' ■ J ^ad be- 

and^ww.th«uj5ht, iiyv^^ cgok a^ ^a^- 
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bc^-^nmii, to : Hp«w as-ipuclr of tliena- 
tiiftf^df ftrong-hplcis *^ my, tincic 2>^ 
gbirtilelf: . . ^ n /■ ^ > .i 

' I have but one tnore ftroke to give tip 
fihirti (^Jorporal Tn;»*s charafter,— — ^^and 
jtH the, only dark line in it.-^Thc fel- 
low loved to advifcj*-<fr rather to hear 
himfelf talk j his carriage, . however, way 
ib' perfectly refp^Stful, 'twas ^afy to keep 
bini flient when you had hioi &> ; but fet 
bis tongue a*going, — ^you had no hold 
qf tiim-^i-he was voluble^— the eternal 
interlafj^ngs of jrtf»r Hapmr^ with th^ rer 
fp6afdii>efs of Corporal SV/Vs manner:^ 
interceding fp ftrong in behalf of his elp*^ 
ip^^oBt/y-that though you might have 
Jbeeh iAtt>mmoded,— ••^you could not 
weH Tie angry. My upcle X(ffy was fel- 
dotit either the one or the other with him, 
j*^6ri atleaft, this f^uU, in frim^ broke 
.tio f<mitps witl> them. - My un^le Toty^ 
as'T f^, loved* tHfe- man ;— ~ and be- 
-fide$> as he ever looked upon a faithful 
^rvanti~but at* iri humble friettd^—hc 
]^6iih not bear tcr ftttp^his moutfti^-~-^ 
3ucb was Corporal Trim, , 
H 2 
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't>S6 Tift- tiV^ %«)> M41f iSfts 

my opinion, in jhis.'.mvtcrl.— -Thbil. •art 

lijibn th« ^Ubjfeftj^Aa^ Witfiotiir feaSr. 

Ws ttt\ ^K*a f€f*(Khi1n^ Ws ktad tate- k 
VrdtrhfctV^biWj^iyilt) ftrokin^'his iiaJr babX; 
¥rbfh hisferfcRtead, an4 ftanding drcftte 
^^terfcHist!hrifi6rt,ii4 think, qttoth'^Vdw, 
VdVaht ihi^lrisicft, yhich'wis^tis titneie*^, 

^rs right' hand -qpeh i»Waf<Js/a tntpr ttf 
"BmWki" whkh was "pihhed agaiiift'iHfe 
ih'angift^,— — I think, ^ubATOrtlKWjfl 
¥rtW, -^ith huilTblp iijijihiiffiofr to'ycltt: 
■Hoh'oSirVbttter jvldgrnent,— — that thefe 
«fereKrtlsii>^fliAhs,ctM'tifts, aftdh^rilWtJrfaj, 
tnake btfti fixotl fcOMiiftipieifelejfidjiiefc 
faiJdlc |ft<rce df work- 'of 'k ««?r« ^iipdh 
pa^ef, •eSiffpstfed^tp 'tfi^at ^ur HbAeWi* 
'Shd f cdiild m;tke df 'it' wertwt itti^b 
tounti^ by ourfefycsi indhacf W* »<*», 
T» a rood and ahdfiorgrotmd^tioWh'it 
■wc picafcd with : As iurtitld- fe 'icttning 
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ik qfafcfrf dodrs^ ^and ghrc ^'mc - tlycL TtO"- 

g^aphy-i-{Callitichn6gr$phy^qtiOth ^y , 

wicl3^)i^— of thfi^toMrn or eiwdri,yotir 

Hi^mhir ^mraB pl^^afed to fit dowi; before, 

♦*^and^ I will be (kbt l)y y*ur Henour 

'Tilpon the glacisof it^ if I did iioc fprtify 

.St tb-ydur Honour'^i heuod--J'--I dar^ fay 

tfejfa wrduld'ft, irif«ri quoth my uncl«.^-r^ 

F<ft^if your Hdntmr, ^htftfi wd the Cor- 

pomli eoj>ld%mritaark me the polygon, 

yith itt exa«3: iine$ ftjj4,*"gl^-— That I 

, iCould:do: veijjy weH^ qiwhtpy uncle. — I 

jwwW begin with the Tofle, and if your 

Hotieuf eoyld tell me ihc propca- jdepfh 

ijud^ferdadft^*--!! p^ft 1N> a haii^s breadth, 

::^H%replJed my i?w^l€---*-I woirfd throw 

3f9tlAt tii^ eaf th upon tl^is hand towards the 

«([«Baf0r the f(p^p>r-rundOT that hand 

tttsfcirdd! th:e. campaign f<>r the count«'.v 

(.fca»fpi**^Very right^-5^^^ quc)t^ wiy uht 

: i3^j1f^':^'-iT^^^'^^n I'had^^pcd 

ijiheoa to your TOn^>-r — ^^it' ple^vfe yaur' 

JifohIWi 1 wouW fec„e the glaci.6, as the 

J J^^ifortS^atiqrtR>^. ^gt^. i^^i^^^ii/^-^^ 
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^6S tH^htm AMO OFmrreorfi 

tHdtycftfcmld hp^r^^tid I wo\iW make *ri« 
walli aiid parapets M^j4:iq^*feo^.-^ 
bi^t dftgiiieer&'call them^ ^az^oti^ ^Am^ 
faikiiwy und© ^Ti^^j^-uw^iWlHjdicrth^ 
a« g^zdft? or fodsy is nq^i much rtiatteti 
i«{died 9W)p 5 .ywr H^ khoMrs ttejs 
ape ten timp^ bcyon4'4 f^ng^ithd^^of 
brkk OF ftonc. rr*-I |Lnow th^ are^^ 
34-wfli, ill fomcrcfpcfts^-^-^ quoth my 
uncle ^^piy, nodding hi^Ji^eads^^ri^ 
CflnnDAvbdlJ eiiters |ntpthe^azoq:)V}giir 
pnwiurdSi yithout brxmgingaoji^.putj^IH 
downvirtth it)% *w^cb> migkc ^l.,die^ 
foflBi(ia»was thei^aieat £/. ^^^^^C^^^ff^* 
9ad hdXitSLtt the pafiage over it* , i ;. ^ r. 
- Your Honour undcriland&the&.m^. 
tets^.i^plkd Cc»rpQralJ>iw> better ijhaiu 
anyx>^or in his Mijefty's ftryice ;-rr-— -• 
brjit would your Honour pleafe to let the . 
bf^6a]£i|>g of th^ tabie^ alonp^. and let u%> 
bufi£gQ%rat^Qq3J9iiCir}Si J:.w<xuI4eWork- 
ubdep^ebp JlanQM^^^ diceiSiidfi^ ltl<!p..'^ 

f^it^wfcifligriUkf 4 .4ap^^; .^^ 
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filing tw/5nty|niildSi to. tgpTij^d^i^^ ». 

goftr-jt .yr^v ^ ^i*^ . fpf joy 5-^he w^ 
6«ed. wilh Corpowi Jlr^-'s prpje^>*jyi4 
dfifefiptian-.-^-^r-rf'wiw-i laid mgr: ^»cle 
^^^ xkKm haft faid^iough.«~W9 naght 
begtd tliet:cam|iaign^. c6nonued 7r/iiy» <» 
the.. vary day tha^his M^dftjriaiidTdie 
illUfiSJCake/the fkid^ knd dazK^lUb thenr 
(&wi> 1 by tflifi^n. as ^ fs& as-rf«7>i«iy' qooth 
i|i|BAlAQle ?>^, fey no^nore. .Yow)Hb^- 

armHchair (pointing to it) thislfinftwear 
. thery giving HK youffic»x}^rs> and } M^ovid 
•r-— ^y no more, STrr/ar,: quotknsyiv^;' 
ckif>i^^**-'^^^desi voiir Honour wauld^ 
gcK not oidy pleafui:€ aii4 gOpd-'paftiiQe, 
r^jburgQod air^ Md^ood exercife^i^n^ 
jgoodheaith^^-aBd yourHonpur'a wound 
ywaiBf\d be ipvrelji. in a: month, Xhou.haft 
ftid;ierj5>ugh> '?^ri^ my unqlc 

foly (puttingji^s.h^d into iji*^eches- 
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hCTnent go ^ocJiniyJ a.pi<J|jeer'S;|p6J^ffe 

.^^ke ftewn Wih uy^an4::I1l beipt^:ji 

SbtcTiei' «n^ a pipfc^x^,; ancj- a cpi^pte pf 

! ■?>■ ■>'S gty no more, :^rtin^ ^pothtrxy \inch 

iover^j^riK wi!^h rapture,~land tlfrgfti^g^ 
^ttiwra iftto JH'^fi hand,^-Sr«»y ^^drtsof 

rf^iiw, this tnonirpt, : igy Vrt, '^?^di:5b«i?i 

•i^p my flipper thi&^flpjQifi^, - , , ^..-^ 

'Tr^an down ji^br^ughtiif) J^s^ma^*^ 

H|#r's/iipper^^«— to B^^f^i^pofC'^-rr^t^^}^ 

'plftB of pperotioiv ran fo ii>>Fny tiaa}€t^.^- 

^'sOtcttd, he coiild iiet f*flfc^j6.^-3%^, 

, jjaoth my upfcle 9l9i|^, g^^ '^\*io4frr 

*T^as iaH one.«^C6r|H>raPirr%'« defef^ 

tion had fired his imaglh^lc^j-rnmy^jPII- 

;;*le 7>*jp cbiijd not fliut hi? eyes,-r?r,3PH^ 

?n^rehc cronfidcredit, themprc-bevifcftr 

ing Ac'fcchc qrpearedto him ;~^th9:^ 

f (WO ftjfl ftotjrs beforje day-light, j%^*had 

cpibi to k find deternainatjon, dndr.bjftd 

^<?on^cricdthQWhdfe pterrorW^^ 
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' ' My uflrclc "Ttrily h!a<f ^little ticSr Gbott; 
fiy-hotife'of his own, WthtrAh^rvfhtre 
fhV fktW^ cftate' luy it 5**/^^;' w^ich 
hm bt*ett4ife"him by an old vnck, lyith 
^ tmaii' tftate pf ijtbout'onc hiinrdred 
f>b'tfnch i-ycar. ^B'dimd this^oufe, and 
feontigxibbs io;|t, ^asa khrclrcn-garden 
pFaboxit; haV ah ^di^ej and" at the bdN 
fOrt^^ oi" tt^e g'irden; Slid ctt Offffrofnit by 
k t^l ^fey ticdge^, Was a bowling-green, 
f on'tkihlhgjuft ttf6tIC i^sffiudi grbOhd ks 
jtorporil T>/^ wiftiiil'foti— fo that fti 
7rl^ tittered the Words, . ^ A rood and a 
^* half of ground to do wliat they woxil^ 
^f Wi^h,*^— this identical bowllnj^-green 
thftktrrty*pf-eftni:edii!fdf,^aodbica^ 
lidtfify painted all at once, \ipcpn tfhe re- 
tina bf rtiy wncle if<?^jK-s fahliryi— ^itli 
Wa^'^die^ p^yfical (faufe ^f tit'akin^ hlni 
jrffange ^olbtff, or at Ifeaft ©{"ifeighteiirini 
Htsljl^'A, > that'iftimodeffate degirVc I 
fpofccof. ' '* ^; / 

• 'Never did Ipyer poft /3qwn to k bMoved 
inif^reft with more heat and exp8<^ion, 
thrfn : fity 'liridc* W^ 'jSid, '^b jefiJTjy ^is 
felf^ftme thingWpHvatti^^^^fa^ ih-^K 



^i^. 
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^MMC^Ufot it 1^ %kered« fixH«r tiii» 
%otifei^i oqld^roiV byz tallyew h^dg^ 
aiid^ W^ COY.^^4 OQ.thc oth$r fhree fid^; 
jkem ffloital figbt> by roii^ rhoU^ a&d 
Wiiclt^&t ftowerJD^^robs ;^^q t|utt the 
idea ^ W><1 bciggjfcjai, d^d.aot a littie 

cQftccfcred in .tny ^ija^ ^i^i^'s miad.^ 

yam .i^^^iit}'^ V^ f^rw 

pf ^njaying. ^ ,t^M W^ 
wholejroQd and ^-Wf sf §rW 
gnd not haye.it knowa T. / .' . » ;^ 

r How my uncle fi?*j? jpd Ctpitj^ 
JWw'tnanajgcfJ tHb.maitc5r3rr-—*^ith |}i<^ 
lliftorjDtif xl^cir canipaigns, . wJiteH-^wci^ 

fff>y^y barrel qf «vehts, may msU^e 

jiaiinipteFeftiiig4inder-piot ia the (epftaf. 
i)Li ahdvwof)ciiigrUp:^f this dfaaia-^At 
|prdlfmh0f<^eiie mvft drop^^-»T-and<hkng^ 
forcthe-pafloui-iirc-fidci^ • ' -iii -; 
rjv r!:iv7 :^ j.r^- ..1 ;:.;,./;. j ).:ii. 

-iiiUiii^What' cin^tfi^i^e^dcfi^k ti-o- 



mcrS^riitf'Tfi^rfa^^^ 
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tl«dlhNe^ ^«f i^ tei Ji<f begart im fimr 

«M*^i»^iAy btother and I cm jfettnce^beaif 

feoi^dsi iits left SncHM^ty-^^mY Miftre& 
k-takdn^v«iy badlj^w-^And Mene'j^iSte 
Janndh rxinning dawn the garden theffe| 
is 'if jtfecy were goi&g to ^avifh4lcr'^^4-U-^ 
%^ .0!e i»j^JAning^4the ihto!(ft):Cut:intt 
the towhi rep}ie!ciO^^<^]&i to fet<drdift 
old- midwife. — Thc» iaddJe a hwfcj 
qjoothmy father, and do70tigodireftl)r 
&fr Dr. Siopy thfO man^midwjfe^ iMkte afl 
ow f<a^f*,~'p^nd let hifn knowi/jtoiqr 
miilrefs is falleiiiDiiato labour '^•p4)an4 
that I defire he wilL return With you 
withallfpeel^^AX ^ a h ^ 
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tbMl itiy iwifo flw«W. jeeSft tft tt^ y^ry 
li^&a:thisu)bftipt^/ humQ\;ii? of ^batsjjii 
edtfttng .tbo/ life «f my cUlcl* ^hd im 
hdd.oocTaisfortune already, t0:..the.^ig4 

ki^hwriwr^ilfei 4p4. H6?«k k: tJbi»: Uvea 
of all the children I toight,psf^j^4f^nt^r^ 
iMiy€ •begojt t>M t of hf r herenfcer. 
TAiMii^thap, brQih6r> f^plwd my, unclf 
Si>^, my fi{);i!rr dcxes it to ;i^>oe the f xr 
{^de >**A pudding'^ «mi|T«-rcplied my 
iadl)Sfy««**r^thie.P9^ the 

fame?jfor ia^ftion >a a(aii}nb''r»-^f WH 
d^t«r#**4:o keep him m tciBpef <r 
~ jw.4**^Thci):i,t can t)c. dut of oGifhing i# 
|iii^ .whok wQi4d, .(|uot]|;^ my iiQcle SToijr^ 
iai-ihefiaipUcityofhi^ heart,^~but Men 
tiSAtir^wMy fifter*^ X idare f^y,, ^4^ h^i 
4loes not care to id a ma^tccune fo near 
•htr'^**?^ I ifirill: not fay wHfftHcivmjr 
\iticlctafy had complctei4 the fencence* 

^Jp^not ; 'tis for his adywtagfc.ioftip- . 

«|ior^ he had>ir-r^as, .1 think, he could 
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Ivifif .dflM^bddbftirjiy, my uacld ^(f*/ had* 

th^a 'the wotJd ijr^ds indebted to the 
fedd^n ifiai^pmg of my ikhejr's tobacco* 
fif^^ifW'^ehtif^ the a«4ktefl;; €punipfe$ ci 
tkafroimaat^^ figure m-qmory^ wU^ 
KJiietorilJtans^ (lile/'Ckciy^^^^x^tw-^ 
J^AUe&fm I) how d^s the E^apifi an4 
the P(?m3!»4^of tiuj\if^ii^aft^& >^^^ 
i^tticnliblo moi^b ,or li&s« . 4e^QaiiA8;ftb0 
precife line of beauty 4|i;tl>e iei^ei^e>aji 
¥2elt aa in th€ ftatue I How do the fiigy 
toucUes ofthfif hifcl, tli« p^nfiil, the pcaj 
xhc fiddle-ftick, et r^/ifrix,— give the trut 
fwcJlj wiicfk gives thd.itruc pleaf\irtrfc^ 
^ ^i[^xQamtcytnea.i<~bo hioe^^TT-be cifii« 
tibui of:y!&tir kngujkge«js;-*««iiui4.niC3rt«9 O) 
nj^er: ^lec k,be for^cecv upon^vrhat^imijii 
pflrtiidUist.y^r eioquenpr^M^y^Hirr. fi^nf 
depend:?/':- .> r^ux;*^ ^^m ? . ; o^.^jk ;.»i'tj 
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fhift djfr>— 'tis ^n Ap(rfiopefis.-«**TaU 
the daih away^ and write BackjUe^-^^^^ 
'tttBawdjr.-^ScratchBacldide'oiit) and 
pot C&otr^i v)(^ in,-— 'ris a Metaphor % 
'•^aitd, I dare fayj as ibitificiRion ran fb 
fniich In myuncle 7VI>V hciad^ that if 
he had beeit left* ta hivfe added *€>flewor4 
tof i*c fcnterice,**—- — that #GPrd was it. 
~Btit wKether that wits the cafe or not 
&e cafe ;-i— ibf ^Whether the fnapping ©f 
ftiy fiither-s tobacco-pipe fo critically^ 
happened thfo^jfgh accident oi anger^ 
jiriU be fceh in due time. ' . 

c HA P. xxxnr," 

TH O* my father was. a good natural 
philofophcrv— ^yet he was Ibme-^ 
thing of a moral philofopher too; for 
which rcaibnj when his tobacco-pipe 
IbippMihort in the middle,-4ie hadjnb^ 
thifig to do^ as fuch^ but to have taken 
hotd of the two pieces, and thrown them' 
gently upon the back cMf theiire<.~~*He' 
did no fuch thing >-*—«-he threw 4^em 
with all the violence in the worldi— and. 
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he ffafte'd 'Up^n bt) tfi Iiirleg$ td do^t. ^''/ 
'TMs'todked'YoAiething-like* 
and'tHe^hianfici-of hU'rcply ttt wWitif. 

10. . . > -. .s .. 

(nepeiting My Untie ?1p^/s woiti^) '^''tef 
«^iet a man come fo near'hcr f'^^-i^By 
Mea:veni brother ?1^3// yoii tvtialcftry tfie^ 
|>attencfe oY 5^^ standi thihkr'h^^^ 
plk'^gtiie's 6f onis' already ^wrthout ft:-i.— 

Why ?_Where ? LWiierein P^-.^** 

Wherefore^?— — Upon what account ? re- 
plied my uncle 'Ttf^jy, in the ticmoft afto* 
nifhment,-i-To chink; faid' my father, of 
a man ^ivmg to your age, brother, aod 
knowing fo little about \^onien!: — ^I^ 
know nothing at all about them,— replied 
my'jdncleSTfl'iy; And I tKirtk, cdntihuedT 
he;i i^at the ihock I received the year ^fte** 
the acnQolition of 'Dunkirk^ iti my affair 
witK 'widow' Wadmdn\'^'^\i\c\\ fatii^ 
yoyTcnow I fiiould' nbif hdve f^ceivedjr 
bvt ^fromiij? tikal Tgnbf^nte of th^Teit,^ 
-:-feV giveii &c Jvft traufe- tb fay/'^t' 

VOL. I.'^ N 
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I neithar know noi^doprc^tend to know^ 
any thing abotit 'erti jof itim^ ^onctm^, 
cither •~Mcthiiik$i brothier^ replied my 
father, , y<n} i*Mght, at Jea|ft> kndwifoe 
myebisftherigl^t end: oCa^wem^ from 
the wrong. .(.'^ 

I< ii {tAi.in.JrrJiofi/^'Mqfin' PJece^ 
^ That when a m^n dqth think of «»y^ 
*^- thing which is paft^— — he loc^etfc 
*f dowri'Mpon the gro'iindj— fbut.that[ 
« when Ifetthlnktth of fomething th«t 
♦? ii-tb conie;,.he' locSceth ujp^itDwai^ 
« the fieaven*/!- . -.i..... : 

• -My uncle iiiyj I fujjpofe, .thotrght ctf" 
jieikher, for he kiokU hot i2x»itally. -i-r 
Right end, quoth my uncle Toiy^ mtit-. 
tfcririg the twb words low tphimfelf> and 
fixing hiis two eyes inferifibly as he mut- 
tered them, upon a fmall creyice>fbrmccl 
by a bad joint in the chimney-piece-^-^*---* 
Right end of a woman !— -f declare^ 
qiioth niy uhclc, 1 kfiow no more which 
it' is tlian the man in the moon i-i^— and 
il""! was to think, continued my imclc 
S'iji^ (keeping his eye ftill fixed upon 
idle 'bad j(>ii(t) this mondx together, I 
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am fure I fhould not be able to find it 
out* 

The0> brother ST-^^j^, replied my father^ 
I wUl teU you. 

Every thing ia, this world, continued 
my father (filling a frefli pipe) — every 
thing in this world, my dear brothef 

Tfilfyy h^s two handles. rNot always, 

qijQth my uikIc Toly. -At Jeaft, re- 
plied my father, every one has two hands, 

^which Gom.es to the fame thing* 

Now, if a man was tqfit do\?tt cpoly, and 
confider within himfelf the make, the 
Ihape, the conftruftion, come-at-ability, 
and convenience of all .the parts which 
conftitute the whole of that animal, call- 
ed Woman, and compare them analogi- 
cally—I never uad^rftood rightly the 
meaning of that word,-<p.quoth my uncle • 

. ANAji-OGY, replied my father, is the 
cert% relation and .agreement,, which 

different -Here a dciil of a rap at th? 

door fnapped my father's definition (like 
his tobacco-pipe) in two, — and, at the 
lam^ tiroe^ crufhe.d the head of as aota* 
N a 
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bk and curious a difTertation as ever was 
engendered in the womb of {peculation ; 
—it was fome months before my father 
could get an opportunity to be lafely de- 
livered of it : — And, at this hour, it is a 
thing full as problematical as the fubjedt 
of the differtation itfelf, — (confidering 
the confufion and diftrefles of our do- 
nieflick mifadventures, which are now 
coming thick one upon the back of ano- 
ther) whether I fhall be able to find a 
place for it in the third volume or not. 

CHAP- xxxm. 

IT is about an hour and a half's tole- 
rable good reading lince my uncle 
^oby rung the bell, when Obadiab was 
ordered to faddle a horfe, and go for 
Dr. Slapy the man-midwife j — fo that no 
One can fay, with rcafon, that I have not 
allowed Obadiab time enough, poetically 
ipeaking, and confidering the enaergency 
too, both to go and come ;— — though, 
morally and truly fpeaking, the man 
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|)erbaps has fcarce had time to get on 
his boots. 

If the hypcrcritick will go lipon thisi 
and is refolved after all to take a penr- 
dulum, and mcafure the true diftance 
betwixt the ringing of the bell, and the 
rap at the door i — ^ and, after finding it 
to be no ihore than two minutes, thir^- 
tctn fcconds, and three fifths,— -fhould 
take upon him to infult over me for fuch 
a breach in the unity, or rather probar 
bility of time;— I would remind him, 
that the idea of duration, and of its 
Ample modes, is got merely from the 
train and fucceflion of pur ideas,— and 
is the true fcholaftic pendulum,— —and 
by which, as a fcholar, I will be tried ifi 
this matter, — abjuring and detefting the 
jurifdiftion qf ^IJ other pendulums what- 
ever. 

1 would therefore defire him to con- 
fider th^t it is but poor eight mijes froqi 
^bandy-Hall to Dr- Slopy the man-mid- 
wife's houfe ; — and that whilft Obadiak 
has been going thofefaid miles and back;, 
I h^ve brought my uncle TCoby ivota iV*- 
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lawr, quite acrofs afl Flanders^ into Er^^ 
Jand: — That I have had him ill upon 
my Iiands neir four years i^^and have 
fince travelled him andCbrporal Trim in 
n chai-iot^and-fotir, a journey of near two 
hundred miles down into Torklhirey-^-^ 
all which put together, muft have pre- 
pared the reader's imagination (or die 
€titraDce of Dr. Slap upon the ftage,-^--as 
tnuch, at leaft (I hope) as a dance, a 
jbng, or a concerto between the ads. 

If my hypercritick is xntraftable, al- 
ledging, that two minwes and tfeirtee^i 
fecondsare no more tha^ two minutes and 
thirteen feconds,— — wliep I have faid 
all I can about them $ and that this plea, 
though it might favc me dramatically, 
will damn me bipgraphically, render- 
ing my book from this very moment, a 
profeffed Romance, which, before, was 
a book aprocryphal :— —If 1 am thus 
preffed — ^I then put an end to the whole 
objeftion and controverfy about it all at 
once, ■ by acquainting him, that Oba-^ 
4iab had not got above threefcore yards 
from the ftable-vard before iK met with 
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Pu Sl^ ;— aad indeed he gave a dirty 
prooC that, he had met with him^ and 
was within an ace of giving a Jr^icat 
cme too, ^ 

Imagine to yourrelfi<-^.but thii^ ha4 
beosr begin a new chapter. : 

CHAP* XXXIV, 

IMagine to ydurfelf a little iijuat, ,iiji- 
courtly figureof aDoftor iJ/isi^, ofai^out 
four feet and a Half perpendicular hej^hf> 
with a breadth of back,, and ^ fufqvHpe- 
dality of belly, yhich.mij^havc done 
Jionouf tp afcrjeant In the h(W^rgua[^ 
•/ Such were the oui:-Uni?sr qif. Prj, SUf.^ 
figure, .which, ^— if you liav.e: jxad fife- 
.garth's analyfis of beauty, ^nd if you hayc 
not, I. wifli you would i—^-^you muft 
know, may as certainly be carlqatjAred, 
and couyeyed to the ^mind .by three 
ftrokes ,as three hundred, ]■ 

Imagine fuchi a one^— — for fuch, I 

iay, were the a.ut-lines of JDr. .Siop'^s 6- 

.gure, coming 'flowly along, foot by foot, 

waddling &rp';4;he dirt -upon the vertc^ 

N 4 •' 



y Google 



184 '^^^ ^^^^ A^^ OPINIONS 

hres of a little diminutive pony, of a 
pretty colour -^ — but of ftrength,— <>-^ 
alack ! fcarce able to have made an 
amble of it, under fuch a fardel, had the 
TOads been in an ambling cohdirtion.-*--^ 

They were not. Imagine t?> yourfelf, 

Obadiab mounted upon a ftrong mon- 
fter of a coach-horfe, pricke^i into a full 
gallop, and making all pradbicable fpeed 
the adverfe way. 

Pray, Sir, let me intereft you a mo- 
ment in this defcription. ' 
■ Had Dr. «?/^^ beheld Obadiab a mile 
off, pofting in a narrow lane directly to- 
wards him, at that monfti-ous rate, -»- 
fplafhing atid' plunging- like a devil thro* 
thick and thin, as he approached, would 
not fueh a phaeriomfenon, with fuch a 
vortex of mud and water moving along 
with it, round its axis, — have . been a 
fubjeft of jufter ap^refiVnfion to Dr. Slop 
in his fituation,'than ii^iz wvrftoi WhtJ- 
torC% coniets ?— s^To fay nothing of the 
Nucleus ; that is, of Obadiab and the 
^oach-horfe.— ^In my ^ idea, the vortex 
^lone of 'cm was enough 'to have'inVolv- 
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ed and carried, if not the dodor, at leaft 
the doftor's pony, quite away witb it. 
What then do you think muft the ter- 
ror and hydrophobfa of Dr. Slop have 
been, when you read (which you are juft 
going to do) that he was advancing thus 
-warily alon^ towards Shandy Hally and 
had approafchcd to within flxty yards of 
it, and within five yards of a fudden 
turn, made by an acute angle of the 
garden wall,-^and in the dirtieft part of 
a dirty lane, — when Obadiah and his 
coach-horfe turned the corner, rapid, fu- 
rious, — pop, — full upon him!— No- 
thing, I think, in nature, can be fuppof- 
cd more terrible than fuch a rencounter, 
r— fo imprompt ! fo ill prepared to ftand 
the ftiock of it as Dr. Slof was. 

What could Dr. Slop do ? he croff- 

ed himfclf ^ Pugh !~but the dodor. 

Sir, was a Papift.— No matter; he had 

better have kept hold of the pummel ^ 

He had foj — ^nay> as it happened, he 

had better have done nothing at all ; for 

in croRing himfelf he let go his whip, 

.r— ~and in attempting to fave his whip 
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betwi3^ his knee and hi$ faddle^s (kirt^ a$ 
it flipped, he.bft his ftijErup,— — ,ijft lof- 
iJig which he loft his £eac^f-«-T1^^ld in the 
multitude of all thefe lofles {which> by 
the bye, fhews^hat little advantage there 
is in crofling) the unfortunate doAor loft 
his prefencc of mind. So that without 
waiting for Obadiabh onfet, he left his 
pony to its defliny, tumbling off it dia- 
gonally, fomething in the flyle and man- 
ner of a pack of wool, and without any 
other confequence from the fall, faye Jthat 
of being left (as it would have been) 
with the broadeft part of him funk about 
twelve inches deep in the mire. 

Ohadiabi^uWd off his cap twice to Dr, 
SJop i-^onct as he was falling,-— and then 
again when he faw him feated.^ ■ ■ . J U-^ 
timed complaifance j— had not the fel- 
low better have Hopped his horfe, and 
got off and help'd him ?— Sir, he did all 
that his fituation would allow i— but the 
Momentum of the coach-horfe was fo 
great, that Ohadiflh could not do it all 
^tonce^ hye rode in a circle three timea 
jround Dr^ Sfcf^ before he could fuUy ac-^ 
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con^liih it any how $-^and at the hSt, 
when he did *op his beaft, 'twas doae 
with fuch an explofion of mud, that Oia^ 
diab had better have been a ieague oC 
In ihort, never was a Dr. SI^{q bduced, 
andfo tranfobftantidtedj fince thaca£Eair 
came into fiiflbton. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

WHEN Dr. ^•/cjp entered the back 
parlour, where my father and 
my uncle ^oby were difcourfing upon 
the nature of women, — — it was hard 
to determine whether Df. Slop'% figure, 
or Dr. Slop'^ prefence, occafioned more 
furprize to them ; for as the accident 
happened fo near the houfe, as not to 
make it worth while for Obadiab to re- 
mount him, — ^^Ohadiah had led him in 
as he was, unwiped^ unappointed^ nnaneaU 
fd, with all his ftains and blotches on 
Tiim. — He ftood like Uamlef% ghoft, mo- 
•tionlcfs and fpecchiefs, for afiiU minute 
and a half, at the parlour door {Obadiab 
ftiU holding his hand) with all the ma- 
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jefly of mud. His hinder parts, upon 
which he had received his fall, totally 
bcfmearedj— — and in every other part 
of him,' blotched ovfcr in fuch a manner 
with ObadiaV^ explofion, that you would 
have fworn (without mental refervatibn) 
that every grain of it had taken effcft. 

Here was a fair opportunity for my 
uncle "Toby tQ have triumpl^ed over my 
father in his turn j— ^for no mortal, who 
had beheld Dr. Slop in that pickle, could 
l^^yc diflfehtcd from fomuch, atleaft, of 
my uncl^ Toby'^ opinion, " That may- 
«^ hap his fitter might not care to let 
" fuch a Dr. Slop come fo near her 
<c ♦»**/» But it was the Argumentunj^ 
ad bominem i and if my uncle ^oby was 
pot very expert at it, you may think, h^ 

might not care to ufe it. No; the 

reafon was, — 'twas not his nature to in- 
Yult. 

Dr. Slop'% prefence at that time, was np 
lefs problematical than the^mode of it| 
tho' it i& certain, one moment's reflexion^ 
in my iiather might have folvcd it ; for 
hphad fefprized Pr, Stop i^ut the week 
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before, that my mother was at her full: 
reckoning ; and as the dodtor had heard 
nothing fince, 'twas natural and very po- 
litical tod in him> to have taken a ride to 
Shandy Hally as he »did, merely: to* fee 
how matters went on. 

But my father's mind tpok unfortu- 
nately a wrong turn in the Fnveftigation ; 
running, like the hypercritick's, altogc;*. 
ther upon the ringing of the bell and the 
rap upon the door, — rneafuring their dif- 
tance, and keeping his mind {o intent 
upon the, operation, as to have power to^ 
think of nothing elfe, — common-place 
infirmity of the greatelt mathematicians t 
working with might and main at the de- 
monftration, and fo wafting all their 
ftrength upon it, that they have none 
left in them Xo draw the corollary, to 
do good wijth. 

' The ringing of the bell, and the rap 
upon the door, ftr,uck likewife ftrong 
upon the fenforium of my uncle ST^^j',— 
but it excited a very different train of 
thoughts 5 — the twp irrecpncileable pul,* 
fations inftantly brought SPevinus^ the; 
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great e]%tneer> skmg with thein, into my 
uncle f'diy^s winds What bufinefs Ste-^ 
vhms had iir diis aflFair,--*is the greateit 
problem of aU:-*«»-^It fhall be folved,— 
Vot not in the npct chapter. 



C HAP. XXXVI/ 

WRitii^g, when properly managed, 
(as you may be fure I tKink mine 
is) is but a difFerciit name for converfa- 
tion. As no one, who knows what he is 
about in good conipany, would venture 
to talk all;^ — — fo no author, who un- 
deirftands the juft boundaries of decorum 
ajid good-breeding, would prefume to 
think all : The trueft refpedt which you 
can pay to the reader's underftanding, is 
to halve this matter amicably, and leave 
him fomething to imagine, in his turn, 
^,well as yourfelf. 

For my own part, I am eternally pay- 
ing him compliments of this kind, and 
do all that lies in my power to keep his 
imagination as bufy as my own. 

'Tis his turn now s— I have given an 
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ample defcripiionof Dr. Slopes fa4 over^. 
throwj^ and of his (kd appearance in the 
back-parlour } — his imagination muit 
now go on with it for a while. 

Let the reader imagine then, that Dr. 
Slop has told his tale j — and in what 
words, and with what aggravations, his 
fancy choofes ;— Let him fuppofe, that 
Obadiab has told his tale alfo, and with 
jfuch rueful looks of aflfeded concern, as 
he thinks will beft contrail the two fi- 
gures as they ftand by each other.--— 
Let him imagine, that my father has 
Itepped up ftairs to fee my mother.-— 
And, to conclude this work of 4magina- 
tion,-i-let him imagine the doftor wafh- 
cd> — ^rubbed down, and condoled,— feli- 
citated,— got into a pair of Obadiab' % 
pumps, ftepping forwards towards the 
door, upon the very point of entering 
upon aftion. 

Truce !— truce, good Dr. Slop /— ftay 
thyobftetrick hand; ——return it fafe in- 
to thy bofom to keep it warm; lit- 

tie doft thou know what obftacles , ' 

little doft thoy think what hidden caufe* 
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retard its operation ! Haft thou, Df. 

Slopy — haft thou be'cn ihtrufted with the 
fecret articles of this folemn treaty which 
has brought thee into this place ? — ^AiJ 
thou aware that at this inftant, a daugh- 
ter of Luchia^^is "put obftetrically over 
thy head ? Alas ! -^ 'tis too true. — Be- 
fidcs, great fon of Pilumnus f what canft 
. thou do ?— Thou haft come forth ua-. 
arnn'd;— thou haft left thy tire-tete^-^ 
thy new-invented /(?rr^^x—^thy crotchety 
■ — ^^y Squirt, and all thy inftruments of 
falvation and deliverance, behind thee/ 
—By Heaven ! at this moment they arc 
hanging up in a green bays bag^ be^ 
twixt thy two piftols, at the bed's hpad ! 
—Ring ;r— call ; — fend Obadiab bade up- 
on the coach-horfe to bring them with 
all Ipeed. 

— — Make great hafte, O^a/f/Vi', quoth . 
my father, and I'll give thee a crown ;-~ 
and quoth my uncle Ti^^j, I'll give hin? 
another. ^ 



n\ 
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C H A P. XJtXVJI. 

YOJJ R fudden and une^pcfted arri- 
val, quoth my uncle Toby^ addreff- 
ipg hhnfelf to t)r. iS/^j), .(all three of 
tiiem fitting down to the fire together, as 
my uncle Toby began to fpeak)— inftaijt- 
ly brought the great Stevhus into my 
li^'ad, who, you muft know, is a favou- 
rite author vith me*—- Then, added iny 
father, making ufe of the argument Jd 
Crumenamy-r-l will lay twenty guineas to 
a fingle crown-piece, which will ferve 
to give away to Obadiah when he gets 
back) that this fame Stevinm was fome 
engineer or other, -^-pr has wrote fome- 
thing or other^ either direftly or indi-^ 
reAly, upon the fcience of fortificationi 
He has fo, — ^replied my uncle Toby.-^ 
I knew it, faid my father, though, for 
the foul of me, I cannot fee what kind 
of connexion there can be betwixt Dr. 
Slop^% fudden coming," and a difcourfc 
upon fortification^-— yet I fear*d it.— 
Talk of what we will, brother,- _ or 
yoL. I, * o 



y Google 



154 TifX. LCFS AKD tmiNIOKB 

let the occafion be never fo foreign or 
unfit for phQ fjil^eft*-^.y|[|Uiare fure to 
bring it in, I would not, br9ther Toiy, 
"continued; my father,^^—- ^I declare I 
Would n6^ ha^;myheail'f& full of cur- 
tins And hioph-^oricsf/— Thit I dare fajr 
ywi would ribt, ijtfotli l>f. Slop, inter- 
liJptingTikYi, and Uiighiiig tuoft immo- 
tferately athispiin. 

. Dennis the critic could hot deteft and 
iflAior a puh, or the infinuntrofi of a pun, 
more cordially than fny. father; — he 
Vould gfow tefty upon it at any time ; 
*— but to be broke in upon by one, Ui a 
ferious difcourfe, was as bad, he would 
fay, as a fillip upon the nofe ; — — he 
faw no difference. 

Sir, quoth my uncle T^j^j', addreffing 
himfelf to Dr. , Slopy — the curtins my 
broriier Shandy mentions liere, have noT 
thing to do with bcdfteadsj — tho', I 
Iknow Du Cange fays, " That bed-cur- 
*^ tains, in all probability, have taken 
. «' their name from them C* — nor have 
the horn-works he fpeaks of, any thing 
in the world to do with the horn -works 
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orcuckolddm f—But th* Cirrf», Sir, is 
the word we ufo i» fortification, for that 
jpart of the-urall or rVimpart which liei 
between tl^ V^b Saftions and joins them 
•ii. B^ffligers feidom offfer to carry on 
their attacks dire^lyagainft the durtini 
for thi^ rcafbn, becaufe they are fo well 
fiankid. ('1*1* the tafe of other curtains, 
quoth DK ^hp^ laughing.) -However, 
centimiedmy uncle T^iy,to make then) 
fore, we generally choofe tb place rave- 
Un^^before them, taking care only to ex« 
tend them beyond the fofle or ditch:——* 
Tte common meh, who kndw very lit- 
tle df forti'fietfcion, confound the ravelin 
and the half-moon together, — tho' they 
arc very <fifferent things; — not in their 
figure or cCMifti-uSion, for we make them 
exaiftly alike, in all points;— for they 
always confift of two faces, making a fa- 
Hen t angle, with the gorges, hot ftraight, 
but in form of a crefcent : — Where 
then lies the difference ? (quoth my fa- 
ther, a little teftily.) — In their fitua- 
tions, anfwered my uncle TV^y;- For 
when a ravelin, brother, ftands before 
o 2 
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the curtin, it is a ra?plin; .an4 when a 
ravelin itands before 9* baftion, then the 
raveliD; U not a ravelin rrr-k.. 13 a ha}f* 
moon ir^2^ half-aioonJ^ke^ariie is a half* 
xnoon^ andooiporej fo^gas it ftands 
before . its ; bftftion ; -r-r-?i but w;is . it to 
change pj,ace> and get be&ceithc Quxtin,— 
'twoifld - be . no longer ^ ;hjilf-ipQon ; a, 
half-moon, in that qafe, i$ not a half- 
ipoony-^'tis^p mo^e than a ravelin. -*-~* 
I think, quoth ttiy father,, that the noble 
fcieoce of defence h^s ks;,weak.fide&— — 
as well as others. ..»,'!(. 

— As for the horn- work (high! hoi 
figh'd pfyrAther) which>i coijtinwed my 
uncle 2^2^^ nay brother" ^9fi fp?4king of, 
they arc a vety confiderabfe .part, of an 
outworlj; i -— ^ they ar?. QallecJ by the 
French engineers, Omrage a. ccrn^ and 
we generally niake them to/covef fuch 
places as wc fuijped to be tweaker th^n thi? 
reft j — 'tis formed by. two ep^lm^ts^or 
demj-baijtions — thiqy ai-e very pretty,-^^ 
^nd if ypu wi^l take -a w^ljc. X\\ wgage: 
tojthpw.^CH^ onei^^ wQfth y^ur j&roiublia;>:. 
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yre crown themi— they are riiucb ftrong- 
cr, but then they ire very expenfive, and 
take up a great deal of ground, fo that^ 
in my opinion, they are moft of ufe to 
cover or defend the h^ad' of a camp ; 
otherwife the double tenaille — By the 
mother who bore us! ■ brother Tohy, 
quoth my father, not ible to hold out 
any longer, -——you would provoke a 
faint ; — —here have you got us, I know 
nat how, not only foufe into the middle 
of the old fubjeft again: — But fo full, 
is your head of thcfe confounded works, 
that though my wife is this moment in 
the pains of labour> and you hear her 
cry out, yet nothing will ferve you but 
to carry off the man-midwife.— -^r- 
i:cttcheury — if you pleafe, quoth Dr. Slop. 
——With all my heart, replied my fa- 
ther,' I don't care what they call you,— 
but r wifh the whole fcience of fortifica- 
tion, with all its inventors, at the devil; 
-i*it hsls been the death of thoufands,— 
and it will be mine in the end.— I would 
not) I would not, brother fT?^, have 
iny brains fb full of faps> mincs^ blinds^ 
o 3 
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gabions,paUifadoe8yrav^Uiis>half-moons> 
and fuch trumpery, to be proprietor of 
Namuty and of all the towns in Flan-^ 
ders with it. 

My uncle Tohy was a. man patient of 
injuries ; — ^not from want of courage,— 
I have told you in a former chapter^ 
«* that he was a man of courage :"— 
And will add hqre, that where juft 
pccafions prefented, or called it forth> 
*-*! know no man under whofe arm I 
vi/'ould have fooner taken ,fhelter ; — — 
nor did this arife from any infeniibi* 
lity or obtufenefs of his intelle£hjal 
parts s-^for he felt this infult of my fa- 
ther's as Ceelihgly as a man could do ;— 
but he was of a peaceful, placid nature, 
r<^no jarring element in it, -—all was 
. mixed up fb kindly within him j my un* 
xle« Taby had fcarce a heart to retaliate 
lipon a fly. 

*^Go— faysbe, one day at dinner, to 
an oiretHgTDWQ one which iiad buzzed 
alM)ut bia^nofc, aad ;tormenced him cru- 
clly ail dinnet*iime,r^-and which after 
iftfiia«e<attQin{:d[9i ho had caught, at la(t> 
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as it fl^w by him;'<^ril not hurt th^e, 
fays my uncle T^^i riiing from his chair, 
and going acrofs the room, with the fly 
in his handj*-**-^!'!! i^t hurt a hair qf 
thy head :— *Go, fays he, lifting up the 
fafb) and opening his hand as he fpoke, 
to let it efcape;~-go> poor devil, get 
thee gone, why Ihould I hurt thee ? 
This wofld furely is wide enough to hold 
both thee and me. 

I was but ten years old when this hap- 
pened : but whether it waS| that the 
adtion itfelf was more in unifon to my 
nerves at that age of pity, which inftant- 
ly fet my whole frame into one vibration 
of moil pleafurable fenfation ^r^or how 
far the manner and expreffion of i): might 
go towards it; •— -or in what degree, •r 
by what fecret magick,«*^ tone of voice 
and harmony of movement, attuned by 
mercy, nnght And a paffagc to my 
heart, I know noti*«^t)Hg; J knQw, that 
the leflbn of univerfai goodt^iviill then 
taught ancl ift)pri|U«;d Jby ^f nncU:€(tiji, 
has never flnce been^worla out of fny 
mind : And tljpf'il w^^W^ npf di^wiatf . 
04 
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TluhaH the ftudy oi'thtLH&di^himmieres^ 
at Aeianiverfity, have dobe'fbr me in 
tkat «fpcft, or difcredit the' oiYitr hielps 
of an cxpenfive <ttueafion*i>ieft?owed Upon 
mc, both at home .and abroad ftncjej— 
yet I often think that I owe orielialf of 
my philanthropy to that one accidental 
impreffion. 

This ife to ferve for parents arid gover- 
nors inftcad ofawhole volume upon the 
fybjeft. ' 

I could not give the reader this ftrbke 
in my uncle Toby^% pifture, by the ihffru- 
ment with which I drew the other parts 
of it,— that taking in no more than th* 
mere Hobby-Horsical likenefs :•— — j. 
this i^' a part of hii moral charaftek 
My faflier, in this patient endurance of 
wroiigs, which 1 mention, was vciy dif- 
ferent, as the reader iftuft l6ng ago have 
notdds iie had a imteh mfOr^icUte Ahti - 
quick fenibftity of nakrre, attended With 
alittleibresrfefs^of tempter 5 thb' thitf nc*<^ 
tranfported him to any*thlrig whl^h To'c/fc-' " 
cd4ik6^ttiiHgnitric^^Lyfef in the ttilt 
ruW^*^Wa:a«i6ns-^ life, ^Hwas aif>t-'tQ ' 
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Ihew Ufeif ici a 4>oiUlh- and witty kind 
of pi^^viflinefe:.— i-vtrrHe wa»i however, 

f/ank and. generous in'hi9< nature ; '-- 

at ^}1 times topen to qoi2VM9;ion; and in 
the;littk ebuUitiaas of this fubacid hur 
moar towards others, Biit particularly 
towards my unc^ Tokyy whom he truly 

loved : he would feel more pain, ten 

times told (cxc^t in the affair of my 
awnt I)inab^ or whi^r^. an hyppth^fis was 
concerned) than what he ever gave, 

'iphe charaiSfcersof the two -brothers, in 
this view of them, reflefted light upon 
each other, and appeared with great ad- 
vantage in this affair which aro£^ about 
Stevinus. . ; • ^ : 

I jieed not tell the reader, if he keeps 
a ^QBBY-Hoii.s«,— r^^that aman•&Hol^- 
B Y^HqJLSE is as tender a p^rt as. he haa 
abo^^t himi and that ifhpfe unproF9fced ^ 
ftrpkes^at my u«^cle .?(»^j'3 could notJ.bc 
ui}fel^ by hi^.'—rrrjNp. :-r-f-*-— as i ftid 
abo^ .my. unc;l? ^Tf^^did fwJ- them> 
and-vsRyfenfibly tP9y, r; r , - /. 

9ray, Sir> what iaid^he ?--How did 
hc,|3ie^ve J.^, Sjif lcr-« W^ 0f^^\ F«f ' 
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as loon as my father had done infulting 

his Hobby-Horse, he turned his 

head without the leaft emotion, from 
Dr. Slof^ to whom he was addreffing his 
difcourfe, and looking up into my fa- 
ther's face, with a countenance ipread 
over with fo much good-nature ; fo 
placid J — —fo fraternal ;— — fo inexpref- 
fibly tender towards him : — it penetrated 
my father to his heart: He rofe up 
haftily from his chair, and feizing hold 
of both my uncle Toby^s hands as he 
fpoke : — Brother Tobjfy faid he, — I beg 

thy pardon ; forgive, I pray thee, 

this rafh humour which my mother gave 
me.- My dear, dear brother, anfwered 
my uncle Toby^ rifing up by my father's 
help, fay no more about it; — you are 
heartily welcome, had it been ten times 
as much, brother. But 'tis ungenerous, 
replied my father, to hurt any man j— — <- 
a brother worfe ; but to hurt a bro- 
ther of fuch gentle manners,-^ lb unpro- 
yoking^ — and fo unrefenting ; — — 'tts 
l)afe :— — ^By Heaven, 'tis cowardly. — 
You are heartily welcome, brother, 

I 
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quoth my uncle Tohy^ had it been 

fifty times as much.— i— Befides, what 
have I to do, my dear Toly, cried my 
father, either with your amufements or 
your pleafures, unlefs it was in my pow- 
er (which it is not) to increafe their 
meafure ? 

— — Brother Shandy^ anfwered my un- 
cle Toby^ looking willfully in his face, 

^ you are much miftaken in this 

point; — for you do increafe my pleafure 
very much, in begetting children for the 
Shandy family at your time of life. — But, 
by that. Sir, quoth Dr. Slopj Mr. Shandy 
increafes his own. — ^Not a jot, quoth 
my father. 

CHAP. XXXVIIL 

MY brother does it, quoth my un- 
cle Toby J out oi principle. In 

a family way, I fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slop. 
n — ^Pftiaw ! — faid my father,— 'tis not 
worth talking of. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

AT the end of the lafl: chapter, my 
father and my uncle ^oby were 
left both ftandingjlike Brutus and Caffius 
at the clofe of the fccne, making up 
their accounts. 

As my father fpoke the three laft 
v^rds,— ^— he fat down ;— my uncle Toby 
exaftly followed his example, only, that 
before he took his chair, he rung the 
bell, to order Corporal Trm, who was in 
waiting, to ftep home for Stevhtus : — my 
uncle Toby*^ houfe being no farther off 
than the oppofite fide of the way. ' ^ 

Some men would have dropped the 

fubjcft of Stevinusi but my uncle' 

^oby had no refentment in hi? heart, and 
he went on with the fubjcft, to fhew my 
father that he had none. 

Your fudden appearance, Dr. Slop^ 
quoth my uncle, refuming the difcourfe, 
inftantly brought Stevinus into my Head. 
(My father, you may be fure, did not 
offer to lay any more wagers upon St^^ 
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wwj'^hteadv)— — Becaufe,continued my 
uncle f(^^jf, the celebratcdfailing-chariot, 
which belonged to Priacc Afaurice^ anil 
wa$ of fuchwpnderful xQiitrivance and 
vdof ity/ as. to carry; half a dozen people 
thirty Gm»AnJXiil^Sy ml don't know hew 
fqw mimitcs,— T-'Was invented by Sta- 
vi^usj itiat gteat matheririadcian and en^ 
gineer* •■ . . . . •': > i rl ' . 

Y-Qu mjgjjt have fpared. your [crvmt 
t\\c trpubfc|:^uo?li Dr^SJop (as .the fcj*- 
lo;wjs la9if^)/of .gorng for $Uvims*i$.KT 
count;of jit;, ^becaqfe.ijp jn.y rfifyrafr^m 
Leydffi tjjro' the ifef «f , I .walked as faf 
a^. Scb^Mngy which jis two long ,milcs, on 
purpofe t^ take a vii^w. of it. ... 

That's nothing, feplied my unci? 
Tobyy to what the learned Peirejkius di4> 
who walked ^ matter .of five hundred 
noiles, reckoping from ParhxoSchevling^ 
and from Scbevling to P^im.back again, 
in order tq fee, it, — aad. nothing elfc. 

Some men cannot bear to be out-gone. 

The mpre fool Peirsjkius^ replied D^. 
Slop, , But mark/twas out of,np)Con- 
tempt of Peirejkius ft all i but that / 
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p€ire/kius'% indefatigable labour in trudg- 
ing fo far oa fiootjtxut of lore for the 
fciences, reduced the eieploit of Dr. Slcp^ 
.in that zSmi to: nothing :*-^he more 
fool Peire/kiusy filidl he agaid.^^Whjr fo ? 
>^iieplied my father, taking his brother's 
patt, not otAf to make reparation as faft 
OS he could fbr the infult ht had given 
him, which fat fl:ill upon my father's 
inind j^-^-^utpartly^ that my father be- 
^an really to intereft hinfifelf in thedif- 

courfe. ^Whyfo? faidhc. Why 

iff P&irijkiusy or any itian elfe, to be abufed 
for an appetite for that, or any other 
morfel of ftyuTid' knowledge: For not- 
withftanding I know nothing 6^ the cha* 
riot in quefl:ion, continued he, the in- 
ventor of it mufl have had a very me- 
chanical head ; and tho* I cannot guels 
upon what principles of philofoph'y he has 
atchieved it j — ^yet certainly his machine 
has been conftrufted upon folid ones, 
be they what they will, or it could not 
•have anfwercd at the rate my brother 
mentions. 

It anfwered, replied my uncle To'l^y^ as 
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well, if not better j for, 2isTeireJkius ele- 
gantly exprefTes it, fpeaking of the velo* 
city of its motion, Tnm citus crat^ quam> 
erat ventus^ which, unlcfs I have forgox 
my I-iatin, js^ that it was a$^Jwift as the 
wsniitfdf^ 

- But pr^y. Dr. 4?/?^, quoth my father,^ 
interrupting my. u(icle)(t^o' not without 
begging pardo^n for ic^ ^t the fame time) 
upooL whatrpDineiples im this felf-famft 
chariot &t ar-going ?r-^Upoh very pretty^ 
principles to be fure> replied Dr. Slop ••— ^ 
And I h^ve often wondered, continued? 
he, evading, the queftion, why none of 
our gentry,, who live upoh large plains 
like this ofours,— (efpecially they whofe 
wives are not paft child-bearing) at- 
tempt nothing of this kind ; for it would 
not only be infinitely expeditious upon 
fudden calls, to which the fcx is fubjeft, 
— if th^ wind only fcrved,— but would 
be excellent good husbandry to make ufe 
of the winds, which coft nothing, and 
which eat nothing, rather than horfe^ 
which (the devil take 'em) both coft and 
eat a great deal. 
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Forthat very rcafon, replied my father, 
^^ Becaufc they coft nothing, and becaufe 
'' they cat nothing, "-*-<he fcheme is bad| 
-^it is the coftfumption of our products, ^ 
as well as the mahufa6kures of them, v 
which gives bread to the hungry, circu^ 
lates trade,-^briAg$ in money, and fup* 
ports the value of^^our lands ;— and tho', 
I own, if I was ^ Prince^ I ^Kiould gene* 
foufly recmnp^iie the fcieqtifick. bead 
which brought forth fuch contrivances; 
-«»yet- I would as peremptorily ilippreis 
the ufc of them. , i 

My father hca-e had got igto his cle-^ 

mctnt, and was going on a$'proQ>er-^. 

oufly with> his dififercadoft upon trade,: as 
my uacle Toiyh^d before, upon.^his of 
fortification ; i— but to the lofs of oiuoh 
found k4K>wIedge, the deftinies in the. 
mormng had decreed that no diflertation 
of^ny kind fhould be ^un by my father 
that day,--— for as he opened his mwth , 
to begin the next icmence. 
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C H A P. XL. 

IN popped Corporal Trim 'vith Sfevi*, 
nus : — But 'twas too la;e,~ all; the 
difcourfc had been, exhauftfid without 
him, and was running inta a new chan*; , 
nel. 

—You may take t}ielx>oJc home again^r 
^rim, faid my uncle Tpiy, nodding to 
hirn. . -j 

. But prithed, Cdrporal, q\»tk my fsi- 
ther, drolling,— look firft into it, and fee 
if thou canft fpy. aught of a failing cha- 
riot in it. ; 

Corporal TVi/^, by beings lA the fervicc,, 
had learned- to obey,~and ijot to rc- 
monftrate^—-fa taking the book to it 
fide-tabk, and running o\iEer the kaves; 
An' pleafe your Honouryfaid Trim, I can^ 
fee no fuch thing ;-4ioweviBr^ conunued 
the Corporal, drolling a lictle ifk h^U turn^ 
I'll make fure work of it, an', pleafe your 
Honours — fo taking hold ^£ the two 
covers of the book, one in. each hand^ . 
and letting the leaves fall down^ a» he 

VOL. I. p 
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bent the covers back, he gave the book 
a good found Ihake. 

There is fomething falling out, how-* 
elrcr, faid * ?V/»7, an' plcafe your Honour f 
— but it is not a chariot, or any thing 
like one: —Prithee, Corporal, faid my 
father, fnrtiKng, what is it then? — I. 
think, tofwered 7r/w, ftooping to take. 
it up,— -^'tis nnof e like a fcrmon, ■ ■ ■ 
for it begins with a text of fcripttire, and 
the chapter and verfe; — and then goe* 
cm, hot as a ichariot, but like afermoa* 
direftly*^ 

* The company fmiled. 

I cannot conceive how it is poflible, 
quoth my uncle Toiy, for fuch a thing as 
a fermori to have got into my Sfevinus. 

^ I think ^tis a fermon, replied Trim ;— 
but if it pleafe'your Honours, as it is si 
fitir hand, I will read you a page j-*-for 
?>^,you muftknow, loved to hear him< 
felf read almoft as well as talk; 

I have ever a ftrong propenfity, faicJ 
my father, to Jook into things trhicJi. 
crofs my i«ray> by fuch ftrange fatalitiei' 
as* tfiefc J— and is we have hotliing^ bet- 
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fer td do, at leaft till Obadiab gets back, 
I (hall be obliged to you, brother, if Dr. 
Slop has no obj^ftion to it, to order the 
Corporal to give us a page or two of it, 
-*-if he is as able to do it, as he feems 
1«rilling. An' pleafe your Honour, quoth^ 
Triniy I officiated two whole campaigns, 
in Fland^rsy as clerk to the chaplain of 

the regiment. He can read it^ quoth 

my uncle Tohyy as well ^s I can. ?>/;», 

L aflure you was the beft fcholar in my 
company, and (hould have had the next 
hilbcrd, but for the poor feUow^s mis- 
fortune. Corporal Trim laid his hand 
upon his heart, and made an humble 
bow to his matter ;— then laying dowa 
his hat upon the floor, and taking up the 
fermon in his left hand, in order to have 
his right at liberty, — —he advanced, 
nothing doubting, into the middle of the 
room, where he could beft fee, and be 
beft feen by his audience. 

CHAP. XLI. 

— -If you have any objeAion, — faidmy 
father, addrefling himfelf to Dr. Slop^ ' 

P 2 
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Not in the leaft, replied Dv. Slop i'^tof 
it does not appeat on which fide of the 
queftion it is wrote ; ■ it niay be a , 
compofition of a divine of our churchy 
as well as yours, — fo that we run equal 

rifques. 'Tis wrote upon neither fide, 

quoth Trim, for 'tis only upon Confcience, 
an' pleafe your Honours. 

9r/»»'s reafon put his audience into 
good-huniour,— all but Dr. Slof^ who. 
turning his head about towards ?Vi«i, 
looked a little angry. 
' Begin, 9^r//», — and read diftinftly, 
quoth my father. — I will, an' pleafe your 
Honour, replied the Corporal, making a 
bow, and belpeaking attention with a 
flight movement of his right hand. 

CHAP. XUI. 

But before the Corporal begins, 

I mufl: firft give you a defcription of his 
attitude;-— otherwife he will naturally 
ftand reprefented, by your imagination, 
in an uneafy pofture,—ftifF,— -perpendi- 
cular,— dividing tfie weight of his body 
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equally upon both legs ; — his eye fix- 
ed, as if on duty; — his look determined, 
^clenching the fermo» in his left hand, 
like his firelock. ■ In a word, you 
would be apt to paint Trim, as if he. was 
ftanding in his platoon ready for a&ion. 
—•His attitude was as unlike all this as 
you can conceive. 

He ftood before them with his body 
fwayed, and bent forwards juft fo far, as 
to make an angle of 85 degrees and a 
half upon the plain of the horizon j—* 
which found orators, to whom I addrefe 
this, know very well, to be the true per-* 
fuafive ingle of incidence j—- in^ny other 
angle you may talk and preach ;— 'tis 
certain ;— ^and it is. done every d^yj— 
but with what effedt^ — I leave the worl4 
to judge! 

Thcineceffity of thi? prcciie angliELof 
85 degrees and a half (:o a mathematical 
cxaftneft,— — does it npf fticw us, by the 
way, how the arts apd fcij^nacfs mutu^^f 
befriend each other ?, . ;,, . 

Hpw th^ dycc.Coippfal Jr/i!??> whQ 
k^cw not fo much as an acute angle from 

^3 
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aa obtufe one, came to hit it fo exad^ys 

-* or whether it was chance of nature, 

or good fcnfe or imitation, (^c. ihall be 
commented upon in liiat part of the c^* 
clopaedra of arts and fciences, where the 
inftru mental parts of the elpquence of the 
fenate, the pulpit, and the boTs the cpfF^r 
houfe, the bed-chamber, wd firc^fii^, 
fall under confideration. * •;.: 

. He flood,-'—— for I repeat it, to take 
the pifture of him* in at one view, with 
his body fwayed, and fomewhatbentfor^ 
wards,-*his right-leg from under him,fu& 
tainingfeven-eighrhsofhis whole weighl^ 

-—the foot of his left leg, the d^S 

of which wa;5 no difadvantage to his at;- 
titude, advanced a little,^ — not laterally, 
nor forwards, but in a line betwixt them j 
•!— hi? knee bent, but that not violently> 
1 — but fo as to fall within the limits' of 
the line of beauty;— and- 1 add, of the 
line of fciencp too;-^for cpnfider, it had 
one eighth part of his body to bear up i 
T — fo that in this cafe the pofition of the 
^leg is determined, — • becaufe ^> the foot 
f ould beng fartlipr a^^vanced^ or the ki^ec 
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more bent,, than what would allow him* 
mechanically to receive an eighth part 
of his whole weight under it, and to car- 
ry it too. 

rS^ This I recommend to painters :— 
need I add,— to orators 1— I think not ; 

for unlefe they pra6tife it, they 

muft fall upon their nofes. 

So much for Corporal Trim's body and 
legs.-- — He held the fermon loofely, not 
carelefsly, in his left hand, raifed fome- 
thing above his ftomach, and detached 
a little from his bread ; his right- 
arm falling negligently by his fide, as 
nature and the laws of gravity ordered 

it, but with the palm of it open and. 

turned towards his audience, ready to aid 
the fentiment in cafe it ftood in need. 

Corporal Trim*s eyes and the mufcjea 
of his face were in full harmony with 
the other parts of him j — he looked 
frank,— unconftrained,—i-fomething af- 
fured,— *-but not bordering ypon affur- 
ance.' 

Let not the critic afk how. Corporal 
Trim yould come by all thi^.— --{'vq 
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told^iim itvfllould'becxplained ; — but fo 
he ftood before mv father,* my uncle Ti- 
fyy and Dr. Slop^-^itx fwayed his body, 
fo contrafted his limbs, and with fuch an 
oratorical fweep throoghaut the whole 
figure,*— a ftatuary might have mo- 
delkdfrom it 5-*<--^nay; I doubt whe- 
ther the oldeft Fellow Qf a College, --.• 
or the Hebrew Profcffor himfelf could 
baire much mended it. 

^rim mad^ a bow, and rc^d as fol- 
lows : 

The S E R M OK. 

Hebrews xiii. 18." 



Far we truft me have a 



good Co^fcience. 

" rir^Rufl: ! Truft we haye a good* 

^* X confcience!*' 

{Certainly, "Trimy quoth iny father, inr 
terrupting him, you give that fentence a' 
very improper accent j for you curl up" 
your nofe, man, and read it with fach a 
iheei^rig ton e, as if the Parfon was ^obg 
tiJ aftnift thcApoftle. * • ^ 
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' He is, an^ plcafe 3ncrtir Honour, rq)licd 
J'rim. Pugh I faid my father, finiiiag. 

Sir, quoth Dr. SIop^ ^rim is ctnixnSf 
in the right; for the writer (who I per- 
ceive is a Proteftant) by the fnappifli 
manner in which he taV^cs up the apoftle^ 
is certainly going to abufe him ; — if thi* 
treatment of himhas not done it already, . 
Butfrom whence, replied my father, have 
you concluded fo foon. Dr. Slop^ that 
fhe writer is of our church ? — for aught 
I can fee yet, — he may be of any churclu 
! .1 ■ i Becaufe, anfwered Dn Slop^ if he 
was of ours, — he durft no more take fuch 
a iiccnce,— than a bear by his beard :— ♦ 
If, in our communion, Sir, a man was to 

infiilt an apoftle, ra faint, o r even 

the paring of a faint's nail, — he would 
hayeiiis eyes fcratched out.— What, by 
the faint ? quoth my uncle 'l^oby. No, re^ 
plied Pr. Shp^ he. would have an old 
hpufe over his head* Pray is the Inqui- 
$i^Qn an ancient building, anfwered my 
uncle y^?^, or is it a modern one? — I 
know, nothing of ardntedure, replied 
Pr. Shp<, — An' pleafe yo\ir honours. 



y Google 



Jtl8 THE LIFE AND OPINIOMS 

quoth Trm, the Inquifition is the rilelt 
— — Prithee fpare thy defcription, TWw, 
I hate the very name of it, faid my fa- 
then — No matter for thaty anfwered Dr. 
^lopy — it has its ufes; for tho' Fm no 
great advocate for it, yet, in fuch a cafe 
;is this, he would foon be taught better 
manners 5 and I can tell him, if he went 
on at that rate, would be flung into the 
Inquifition for his pains. God help him 
then, quoth my uncle Tcfy. Amen> 
added Trim ; for Heaven above knows, 
I have a poor brother who has been four-- 
teen years a captive in it, — I never heard 
^e word of it before, faid my uncle 
Toiy, haflily : '— How came he there, 
Trim? "" ^ Of Sir ! the ftory will make 
your heart bleed, — as it has made mine 
a tlioufand times 5 — but it is too long to 
Jdc told now;— your Honour fhall hear it 
from firft to laft fome day whsai I am 
working befide you in our fortifica- 
fions ; — but the fhort of the ftory is this ; 
i — That my brother Tom went over a fer- 
yant to Lijhon, -^znd then married a Jew's 
widow, who kept ^ fmall (hop^ and fpld 
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faufages, which fomehow or other, was 
the caufe of his being taken in the mid^ 
die of the night out of his bed, where 
he was lying with his wife and two fmall 
children, and carried direftly to the In- 
quilition, where, God help him, continu.- 
cd Tr/w, fetching a figh from the bottom 
of his heart,— the poor honeft lad lies 
confined at this hour j he was as honeft a 
foul, added JV/w, (pulling out his hand- 
kerchief) as ever blood warmcd.~— 

— The tears trickled down 2>/«i's 
cheeks fafter than he conid well wipe 
them away. — A dead filence in the room 
enfuedforfome minutes,— Certain proof 
of pity ! 

Gome, 9lr/w, quoth my father, after 
he faw the poor fellow's grief had got a 
little vent, — read on,— and put this me- 
lancholy ftory out of thy head :— *I grieve 
that I interrupted thee j but prithee be- 
gin the fermon again ; — for if the firft 
fentence in it is matter of abufe, as thou 
fayeft, I have a great defire to know 
what kind of provocation the apoftle has. 
given. 
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Corp6M'YHtn wiped his face^ ahd re-" 
turned Ms handkcrchidP into his pocket, 
and, niaking a bow as He did it,-^he be^ 
gan again.] . - * . 

The S E RM O N. •• 
Hebrews Ixiii. i8. 
^^-^.^Fcr we trufl; we have a good Con^^ 
Jcience.-^ 

"/THRUST! truft we have a goo4 
*< X confcience! purely if ther^. i» 
" any thing in this life which a man 
" may depend upon, and to the know- 
" ledge of which he is capable ofamvr 
« ing upon the moft indi%i|tabl^.,«i^ 
«^ denpe, it myft be this vpry thingyi— 
" yvhether he ha$.a goodx<mfeicnce/X)r 
« no/' » . , , . 

. XI aip jpofitive J am right, qwoth J)r, 

. ," /^fa m^n tjt\in|^!^.^f,aU,jiexaiiai>ewcll 
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OF WIST.RA^^ SH-ANpr.; 221: 

"^ jpertainly the truefprings and ipotjvcs, 
" .which, in general,. have govenaied t-hjc 
*« aftian^of hblife.". 

[I defy him, without an afliftant, quoth 
Dr. Slop.} 

*^ In other matters we may be dccciv- 
«^ ed by falfe appearances^ and, as the 
*« wife man complains, bardiy do weguefs 
^' aright at the things that are upon the 
" earthy and with laiour do we find the 
*^ things that are before us. But her^the 
«< mind has all the evidence and fads' 
<* within herfelf 5--— "is confcious of the 
" web (he has wove ;r—.— knows its 
« texture and finencfs, and the exaft 
^ fearc which every pafilon has had \r\ 
" working upon the fcveral defigns 
•* which virtue or tice has planned be-. 
" fore hen" 

'[The language is good, and I declare 
^rim reads very well, quoth my father,] 

:^ Now, — as confcience is nothing 
*• elfe but the knowledge which the 
*^' mind has wkhin Tierfelf of this 5 and 
*^ the judgment, either of ^pprob'a'tion, 
*t or cenfure, which it unavoidably makes 
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ftia THE LIFE AnI> OMNiON* "" 

«' upon the fucceffivc adtions of ouf 
«« Jives ; 'tis plain you will fay, from the 
«' very terms of the propofition,— when- 
«* ever this inwafd teftimony goes a-' 
«« gainft a man, tod he ftands felf-ac-* 
<« cufed, that he muft neCeffarily be ^ 
«^ gviilty man. — ^And, on the contrary, 
*f when the report is favourable on His 
•^ fide^ and his heart Condemns him 
V not : — that it is not a mattef of /r«/, 
*' as the apoftle intimates^ but a matter* 
«* of certainty and fad, that the con- 
«< fcience is good, aftdthat the man mufl: 
« be good alfo/' 

[Then the apoftle is altogether in the 
wrong, I fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slopy and 
the Proteftant divine is in the rights Sir, 
have patience, replied my father, for X 
think it will prefently appear that Su 
Paul and the Proteftant divine are both 
of an opinion.~As nearly fo, quoth Dr.- 
Slopy as caft is to weft j— but this> con- 
tinued he, lifting both hinds, comes 
from the liberty of the prefs* 

It is no more, at the worft, replied my 
uncle Toby^ than the liberty of the pul- 
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pit ; for it docs not appear that the fcr-^. 
mon is printed, or ever likely to bt^ 
Go oft, Trim, ^quoth my father.] 
" At firft fight this may feem to be x 
*' true ftatc of tht cafe > and I make no^ 
** doubt but the knowledge <}( right and 
" wrong is fo truly impre&d upon the 
«^ mind of man, — that did no fuch thing 
^' ever happen, as that the confciencc 
« of a man, by lo«g habits of fin, raighc 
^* (as thefcripture affures.it may) infcfn- 
" fibly become hard; — and, like fomc 
^« tender parts of his body, by maich 
«^ ftre& and continual hard ufagc, lofe 
** by degrees that nice fcnfe and percep- 
*' tion with which God and rrature en- 
** dowed it :— Did this never happen ;: 
" — or was it certain that lelf-love could 
*' never hang the leaft bias upon the 
" judgment ; — or that the little interefts 
** below could rife up and perplex the 
«' faculties of our upper regions, and 
^ cncompafs them about with cloud^i 

" and thick darknefs : Could no fuch 

" thing as favour and .affcftion enter 
*^ this facred Cour! ; — Did Wit dif Jain 

5 
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ii^^ THf Liri AND t)Piiirto»i 

«* to take aijHbe in it ;— -or was.afh^ipccl 
*' to^fhe*^ its face as an advocate for an 
•^unwarrantable enjoytiicnt : Or, laftly, 
""were we aflbred that IvrEREsr ftood 
•«"^ always unconcerned whilft the caule 
«* was hearing— and that iPafllon never 
"got into the judgment- lea ti andpro-*' 
" pounced fentence in the ftead of Rea- 
*« * fon, which is fuppofed always to pre* 
"^ fide and determine upon the cafe :— 
•* Was this truly fo, as theobje&ion muft 
«' fuppofe; — no doubt then the religious 
*« and moral ftate of a man would be 
« ekaftly what he himfeif efteemeditj 
<*' —and the guilt or innocence of every 
" man's life could be known^ in gene- 
**" ral, by no better meafure, than the 
**" degrees of his own approbation aqd 
«^ cehfur*. 

" ^« .1 own, in one cafe, w^hcnever a 
« man-s confcience does accufe him (as 
««..it fcldom errs on that fide) that be is 
'' guilty; and unlefs in melancholy and 
**• iiyjpocondriac cafes^ we may (Safely pro-. 
« nounce upon it, that there isaJLvr^i^s 
<i iMfficicnt sTo^wds far .t^c aiQCufa^oa« 
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** But the convcrfe oftte propofittoA 
•' will not hold true;-— namely, tliar 
*^ whenever thefe is guilt, the confctehce 
" muft atcufe ; and if it does^not, that i 
<^ man is thcfcfore innocertt.—— ThU 
** is riot fa ft ' * ■■■So that the common 
** confokdon which forfie good chriffian 
f« ot- othef is hourly admirtiftering tcJ 
^^« "himfelf, — ^that he th4nksG<:)d his mind 
** docis notmifgivc him ; artd that^ con- 
" feqiiently, he has a godd tdrtfcicricef, 
»•' btC^Mk heiiath a quiet bhe, — is fal- 
♦* . ladous }-i-^aiid as current as the ihfc- 
*^ rende isi ilnd as infallible as the rule 
« af^eaf^s at firft fight, y^t when ybu 
^' look nearer to it, and try the tiruth 

" of tKis' rule upon plain fafts, -you 

•" fee it liable to fo much error from 
"♦^ a faife application j— the principtc 
«'■ upib'n which it goes fo often pcrveiHjed ; 
"^— ^the whole fdree- of it loft, ''and 
<^ fottiitirtids fo vilely caflr away, that it' 
«*' is painful to produce the common* ck- 
•> anlpl^'from huitian life, which Gdn- 
.' •^^ firm the account. * ^ ' '''; '^*' 

«^^A^rtrfn*mai1tetltxow ad'il^i^ 
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« <j^tr«y to ?^ tHwDrkii^* <rf" fcuma- 
f f; i^itj^.he feall rAiipfijrxever |^ d^sluded 
»S pftitfler of hi^ g«iU i-*-rpb taertof Jier 

5V oivn hta^jWHh diftif»nouri-rf- lMjt)i»- 

«« ^ n«uj a tnjubkfoijne |if<f%iT«h»:'^ctn 

5<,<;|aro«<:he». .' / ••»■■ "-' 

/..«*. Ala? I CoHSWiKfiS hftd fonpto^^ 
.v. ^fe K) 4o 4l,tlvii tjvne^«bi«niwi^ib 
?f i^pp h ifn i .^ £^/f^ J^prpaefefi^iiiie 

.«^,to pay pflfifyqiedebt; at play, 
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/ or ittiiTtiijk tUAvur. ^yj 

«^ f^hapi Goiricufjcni all tiiir'^tme 

<< 'vMi» eitgtgediae'home, taHtihgf'adl^ 

<^ Agtfiiift p^tty laticcny, and tkeiudng 

M )vfeiigCAnc«upoirfe«efHch puny crimes 

^uasiiis forrane und rank oflile fectir^d 

?^ kite agaiftft all temptation of com- 

^f iliitttii^g \ fo that he lives ai ineffily*' 

#M-MA [if ke was of ^ur church, tho*, 

x}Qadi Eh*. Shpykwc^iAd n6t]«^<<flfeep$ 

M «ui< Ibtiiidty- in frils bed;-— aAdatrlift 

>** imcetitte^th i^ uiwioiiccrncdly ;-**9er- 

ih.^kapairiiiclrmorefo, thana much'i>8fi- 

^«?•tCT'ma^i'^ . i ^j' -' . 

oi[Allifiiiia itimpofltble with ji^^ <)uQth 

vDr. SUp^ turning to ipy fetheTi^^he 

.ipitft^Miiklaot happen in 9ur chur ch.-^Ic 

r]ia|ipMs moups^ hoW^veri repUtdiny fa« 

sitfteMs^t tki^^ft^ti^'A^I own, qudth D«^ 

.i?&/j3^^jbi«k a^^^^^^ with *3? fitthcr^fi 

!4]9tad^«ckiici#liN]gtbeHt)**--fhat & m^ia 

Hte ^ JbM* <^Wrdi -iftay K\re as badly.; 

•-^but then he cannlw: eafdy die-f^-^*^— t- 

r^^P$^^^% -matter, replied ttiy ^father. 
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dies.-vr mean, mfmired Drj ft/iflp/iAe 
'.would be denied the beaefita of the-luft 
facramentt.-^Pray how i«aj*y^haite-3*m 
in all, faidiny uncle 7W7i-—***far. I al- 
ways, forget ?— — Sevcn^ anfwered aDi. 
..J^fc^.«— ^^Humph !-i— filidmyunck^\^^J 
tho' not accented as aiiotc of acquief- 
* tence,-**-but as an ihterjcdHon of that par- 
ticular fpecies of flirpriw, when a rtian 
in looking into a drawh*, finds xnore/ofa 
thing than he cxpeftcd.i^^i-^^Hunftph'l re- 
plied my uncfe Tofy. Dr. Slip, who-httd 
an ear, underftood my imcfc ^oiy as !wdl 
is if he had wrote a whole vdlumc iz^ainft 
the fevett ^crament<;r^~iHumph 1 ^rc- 
' jplfed Dr. Slop; (ftating* my MncW^^lf% 
argument over agam W'himi)-*— «e*Why, 
Sir, arethcre not fbvcn cardiiaal vilWcs ? 
— ^^Seven mortal fins ?«^«^Sevefigd}iieQ 
Tdanftlefticks ? — J^Sevcn-hdtvcni ?i-i.^4S 
itid^e thSn I khb^i', tcpliai' my^*^ 
^0^:1^ — ^Are thtrenotfeytnWdttMrs 

of the world ? ^Scteti daystrftfcetre- 

atiim ? -^=— ScM^rf j[^hets ?^^J^>Si^en 
•plkguts ?^'That tBere aiaSi^^if^Arirtiy 
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l«th<M^ wkh<a moft affe^bed gravttjr* But 
pritjite> c9ntixmGd Me, go on wUh the 

*S Aoothcr is fordid, unmerciful," (here 
Trim . waved . his right hand) '^ a- ftraiw 
*« hearted, felfifh wretch, incapable either 
^^ of private friendlhip or public ipirit. 
«f TaJ^e notice how he paffes by the wi- 
" dow and orphan in their diftrefs, and 
** fe^s all the miferics incident to hurnan 
<* lifif, without a figh;Or a prayer." [An! 
pleafeyour honours, cried Trim, I fhink 
^bl^ a. viler man than the other.] . , , . 
. "Shall not con^ience rife up and 
5*. fting him on .fuclx4>ccafions ?-— --J^.<>^ 
.5^ th^nlf God thef e is no occafion^ J^^ 
V. epiry man bis oyin, yr^Ibave nojarnii^u^ 
'Ifm.f^ an/w^r tQ^msh cpnfciencit^'^M 
f S/giAfc^^i vows Qrp^mijes to tnakj^u^^};^ 
^^.JbAVid^baiub^djifi^fnan's wife orcbijdi 
ff: ibmk ^^y/ ^? pot as otber mat, fijiulr 
«:Jftfripr^, u»pi/l^ ^^ W» a^ tbis liber^tjnf^ 
M-'^hftJboaids hfar^.jf^e. \ , > ^ 
..:;:> .Af^A,-third,i& .<fafty: ?nd dcfigning^ in 
-,^ihisc«fturp., .Vj^ hu whplej^^^ 
<* 'tis nothing but a cunning contexture 
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*^ol!f dark tfts arid tinequitable ilfBtcr- 
•^ fuges, bafcly to defeat die ffu6 iftlent 
*' of all laws,«^— plain-dealing and ilit 
^ fafc Qtijoyment of our fevtrat prbpcr- 
^ ties«-J— You will fee fuch a one wW^k- 
** ing out a frame of Kttle defigns upon 
<' the ignorance and perplexities of the 
^ poor and needy man j— Ihall raift a 
^* fortune upon the inexperience of a 
*< youth, or the fufpefting temper of 
^* his friend, who would have trufted 
** him with his life, 

*' When oH age comcson, and repeh- 

*** tarice calk him to look back upon 

'^^^ this'btack account, and ftatc it cn^er 

*^ again with his confcience -^ Con- 

'^ SCIEHCE looks Into the STATUT'tsSt 

«♦ Xablge ; — finds ho cxprell l^w brJflfth 

' *^' by what he has done i— percei^ei no 

'^♦penalty or forfeiture of gdoifs and 

** chattels incurred ;~fces no fcdofge 

«* wayihg over his head, or prifdh (J^n- 

^ *« ing his gates iipori him : w— Whitr'^s 

'*^ there to affriglit'Tiis confcientfe ?— 

*^ donftitnce has got f^ftly entreiSiEfcd 

** behind tlic Litter of tkt Law 5 fits 
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« a|\?l Sle|^att0 fo ftrongly on alj .fi4c».i 
<^r^t)^t it ^ not peaching can difpof- 
«fefsJtofushold." 

[Here Corporal fr«» and my yncte 
7V^ exchanged Iqoks with each other.-** 
Aye, ayCj Trim ! quoth my unck Toiy^ 
(baking hi^ head, ■ ■ ■ ■ thefe are bxm 
forry fortifications, 7r/i»,——#-0! very 
j^oor work, ahfwered Trim, to what youf 
Honour and I make of it. — — *The chJH 
ranker of this laft man, faid Dr. Slojpi in-^ 
terrupting Trim, is more deteflable thati 
aU the reft j*-^*— -and feems to have bc^tt 
taken from fame pettifogging Lawy<( 
amiofigft you; — Amotngft us, a man'& 
conicience coi^ld not poffibly contintfe fb 
Idng M;irJ|r^— — thre^ times in a yiear, 
at kafti he muft ga to tohfelRoEu Wi}^ 
that reftpre it to fight > quoth my uncle 
?>^.-^— Go on, 3>*», quoth my fe* 
ther, or Oiadiah will have got back be^ 
lore t}6m half: got to the end of d^ieN 
mon ^ ' . ' ■ Tj^ ^ ^^7 flH>rt one, replied 
Sriw.-^-^Iwlh |t was longer^ quodi vfJJ 
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• ^^A fourth manolhftUi'Wttot eVtmthts 
'' r/p^Cor— *lh^l hDefikitbr(Mijgh:idl> their 
*' ceremony of flowchioafie ; fe orns 
<^ the doubtfol workmgs of fecret plots 
«' ^od cautious tmiiis to hriog about his 
** purpofe :— — See the bare-laced vil- 
•Main, how he cheats, lies, perjures, 
«^ robs, nourders l^^Horrid !«^ButiincBeed 
«' much better was not to . be xxprfbed, 
"in the prefent cafe -f- the poor .inan 
f« was in the dark !—- .,— his prie& j^ad 
*« got the keeping of his confcicoccs-^ 
Y ^^ and all he would let him know of 
*'.it, was, That he mult believe ia tlra 
'« Pope s— go to Mafs i-^rof$ .lumfelf j 
*' -~ tell his beads i^--be a good* Ga- 
/f tholig, and that thifij in all confcientei 
« wa^ enough to carry him to h^ven. 
«' Whati— if he perjures- !— Why j—nhe 
*f had a mental refcrvation in it^n^ut 
M.ifi|ic is fo wicked and abaAdoofld a 
*' wretc^ as you, rejur^fent him ;<-Ma£rJie 
^ rpbi^-f-^lf heilabaiiwillaot conj^fwicQi 
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« itfclf ?— Aye,— -but the man Jl«s^e«« 
««^riei it to«36iifeinofl ji-*+-i|ftt #oUnd 
<« ^digfafts tjieroi uid will do ^iireU tij^oiigb; 
«« fi»^iii-a fltort time be quke> hfeUe^ 
♦^rupiby Abfolmrott. O Popery !*^hit 
** haft thou to anfwer for?— '— ^wteilj; 
^^ f n<lt cototeiit with die too manyj nauf- 
«^rai:ti|d fatal ways, thro- which the 
*/• heart of man it^^rcry day thus trea-^ 
cr Kthecous to itfelf above all thhi^i—^ 
•^ thou haft wilfully fet open the wide 
^f. g^tc T>f deceit before the face df thii 
** uiiwary travelki", too apt, God khtbws, 
^^ togo aftray of hiriifidf ; and corifideftt-' 
«ily fpeak peace to himfelf, when there 
*^ ii no peiace,' ' . " .^ 

.», « Of this the common inftandes which 
fft If?have drawn out 6f life, ire too itdici^ 
<^^Tioos to require ihucH evidencei^^^ff 
^ Jany \man doubts the reality of thfenri, 
f 1^ dr thinks it imp6fflt>Ie 'for a min^ifeT^c 
t^ ibchabubbk foMrhrelf,-^I%i?ifcW^ 
«:feif4iimvaniomi5M^to '1*1$ ol^n i'^ittc- 
*? tioiSiaaadogi^illi vf heflM;«rturc td^WiflE 
** my appeal with his own heart, . 
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^ Letiiim ftoitfidoriin how dfiS^r^nt *^ 
^c^ dtgroe of deteftatteiti ntmibcrs of ifitc>- 
^kfid afiiom Auid tbeu^ tho* tq^lf 
*< bad and vicious m thtir o#n mttitf t s; 
^ ««^e will ibon fittd^ char fucb of .them 
^ as llrong inclmatioa aftd c\iftdm lifiive 
«« profx^ted him to comnrity are gene* 
^ rally dccfled one and paiftted ^ith aff 
^ the falfe beauties n^bicb a loft ^(t 
V a flacceriftg haml can give them I—--' 
«< end that tbe^nhersi to which he itch 
^ A^ pMpmSityy appear^ at once, hakedf 
f*" alid deformed, furrounded with all the 
f^ true circumfrafic^S' of folfy aad dif- 
(^honour. 

«« When DiwW forpf ized Saul fleeping 
** in the cave, and cut off the (kin c^ 
^hh robe— we read his heart fiiiotc 
« bhn for what he had d6nc :— — But 
*^ in the matter of Uriahs where a fai«h- 
«•* fi3>t and gallant fer vant, whoita he ought 
^ t^ have loved and honoured, fell to 
*« make way for his luff,— where con:- 
«* icience had fo mufeh greater reafon to 
^ take the alarnii his heart fmote hiiii 
♦*not. A whole year h^atfrtioftpaflcd 
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« ^m the ftrft comtniffioa of «h«ccH)iic; 
^yw 1^ time iS^lmi :wa8 ieii&'0>^^ 
^ pf^re him ; and we read not oocectf^ 
^'^tte leaft forrow or compunftMi <of 
^< iieart which he teftified, during ail diaC 
^* time* for what he had done* 

" Thus confcience, this once aUemo- 
«< nitor, -'-~- placed on high as a judge 
<* within »8> and intended by our Maker 
'^ as a juft and equitable one too^^-^by 
^ an unhappy train of caufes and impe- 
^ diments, takes often fuch jmperfeft 
^ cognizance of what pafies,«i«*-^oes 

" its office fo negligently, fonMChnes 

*« fo corruptly, —that it is not » be 
*' trufted alone ; and therefore we find 
^' there is a neceffity, an abfolute necef- 
^< fity, of joining another principle with 
*^ it, to aid, if not govern, its detenmna*' 
<* tions. 

'* So that if you would form a juft judg-' 
'** mentof what is of infinite importance 
*• to you not to be mifled in,— namely, 
«« in what degree of real merit you ftand 
^< either as an honeft msfcky an ufefol ci^ 
^^ UKth a faith&il fiybjed; to your.king, 
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f|6 TBS ' LIR uuoDi aytmimrs 
\^v0Xx a igQo'd>&nraRt tQ> your God^i 

<♦ Wkor i& written m ^thc law.o£ G^d ?- 
*•>— 'r— How readcft tthou ? — Consult 
5^ calmrcftfon and the undutngeableQb^* 
« lig^ion^ rf juftice and trath.^ «mr.-**' 
^f'wfaat fay they i \ . a? • 

'^' ^LctCoNseiBif o£ dcsermin&the nfiat^^ 
^* jter i upon thcfercpoits;-**— ^andi thcp 
*f'. if thy heart condemns thee not^ whi€h 
•/jis'the cafe the apoftle fuppofesy^-** 
*5irfie Bile will be, infallible r'-^' [jH^pe 
DF.IIf/a^.felL aileepjw^/l /i?ja» 'teffi/oib^tFe 
!^:jtfbi{f£^»^£ /tf22;i2ri^ j6a2i|*«-^-r.-4iiati$^bave 
M/juikgi^nds rto bcii^eiyre the judgii^nt 
5ififeiOu iaft paft iqxm ti^feU; .i^;fhc 
^ jn^dgotent^of: God'^JaiKl nothis^ jllfe 
^^m aoiantkipatioiiJjof that ligbt^us 
*«re&C6ttfce which ^^ill be -prt^nQtiftitetf 
*»^!i»pWi»thee he?eafter-by tfe'ai-B«i^ td 
f«^Wfeif*i-thbi^%W flWiiljritogiv€^ri*'^c- 
^'-edunS^fthy^iaiiAs.a''-^'- ^-'-'^'^^ -I-^^' "» 

^^i^g^^ttdlhiA^^tk^kfbk^^^MJ^^^ 
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s& -t^iS^ 'Bearthati) :? nfifmakmned BUn^i 

^ilmbitber be bdriaky or wbtAirJ:feiikipt>df^ 

hUf^if^ hof^e a gawi heart (a heart $iu$ 

M tgaided and infoltncd) hi jhall at aU 

*^ ^tim'es r^tice in m^ibearful cMntrnMu ; 

^^ his mnd'foaii teU km tjUre tiaitfavm 

^^ watch f men that Jit abBH;^ ttfin: a'ttmtr 

^« W' Wg3&;".*-.[A tower has. no ikugth, 

quoth my^ undt ?fa^>a2akfs 'tis flmkM. j 

-*-*^^ in the d^kcftydaubts it ihaH: con-- 

- ««- dy A hhh fafer thdff ja thcrafand cdiuifls, 

^<i ^hd gti^ the Aate* he:/^iycs in, a. bdiMr 

.<i fecmicjr for his bcbftviour than* all: the 

««fCaTdfeft 'a»d pcftfiftions jMit.tegpdier, 

'^^^fiiich Uw^maker» sieibiredfasfmA- 

«'<ti{>ly : -i-i- F^rrA^r ^is Ifay; ..as «Maj{s 

c"*^ it^ } 'human lai\^s' not beiog a nMtcr 

<< of original choiceviibtitvof puce ntfoct 

'<i^y^ (i)rought in 40 fence ^g^liid(thc 

'as loJAplti^ effi9ft9>;>fthofeconi€iwi;'te 

^^^which' ajre no l^M^ ^199^ thei9i(«iiV(i^if 

^* well intending, iby ttfie^.mwjr ^pif>vi»' 

"Ff fi<>o^fliade>t^;binkaai aU fuch corrupt 

f^ attd^lliifgiiide^ i(?afe%^ V9)ief^|»cii<tpks 

• .<* aad'lfcr^ irJ*c?k»^p:K Qfwfcii^iwWl ?wi||r.^a*t 

^^ make*. uss\*ijn;ighfe?V7(:» \(fv^^ 
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^Q$ TSi urs Aivo eenriovs 

^ ftccQ' MoAi hj the itsnors of gtokMd 
«< Waiters, obti^iitto it.'' 

f I fee plftinlj, faid jor^ffadie^» tli^tjjl^is 

'fiBroion has beai£oinp0fcckQ.bcpi39^h<Kl 

fii^tkn^ Temple»<-**-r-^or tt fome JdSboevr^ 

IJ^tbc reafQniag,«rr«andatfi.fwry'jl;}t9t 

DtiSifip Im fallen tileep befoce tho^iqiie 

4«f -fab xonTiSioir: «^*fbr it is AQViOb^r^ 

ijdiaii the FirSmy .as,I thought at firfti afh 

vertiAfuked St. Poi^ in th£lea(^s*~iiar 

Ji^ithere been^ bsother^ the klaftdil^^ 

iw^ between them, ^-r-^ A gr^9l ilMtpciv 

i&\tf|eyiiad diffeccd^ replied my -iil^qlf 

jiii^ih^the beft friotids ki the wprld m>Qr 

4|ffied^ fooKtinies^ -t<>?^ True, -r bipibfltr 

-SkJhf^ ^proth myrfe^, ftaldi|g:lj^p45 

iviili fabi^-T-we'jytfiSi.»ur pip0, lMnP^65 

llpJi^ttn Jriw.lhaU,gQpn. , ;. v, 

t -WQiU^---«-whatdoft tHo^,thiftk^<^ 

^i«l ffiy; i&kAer>.fpiM^^ V^iC«gW3f»l 

»f!SRMfijc«as he «AchedJb^s^^baccoHj^ftlc> /. 

tr-I thifiky airfwc»fi |he.Gi»ponja,-thi^ 

:fhe :>feweftrtyatEh^R>ea: ^>poft titer sWiWi 

f!*«P^ W¥PP9f«5 9W^ cia«iftj#j|^(5^rrt- 



y Google 



])kcts> whidi at' QGmmanding dflldel^ 
"v^D tonres'liis in^n, wtli ifever do^ BR lie 
can htlfiu beouifeswo cenrmeb/^dded 
the^€)<M<poral> atfr «9 good as Mi0ntf»4^ 
h4vt been a cbmmandthg oftcer myfdF 
in the Qv^x de Garde x hundred tinie% 
c^mtimued ^tim^ rKmg an inch higher m 
his figure^ as hefpoke^^aoid all tbbfbne 
I' had the honour to ferve Kis Majeftf 
King WitUami in reHeiring <he moft <Mi^ 
tlS^^able poftftj I never lefv more than 

two in my life. ^ Very rigfetj ^fHM^ 

quQth my utocle lrt*)r,-r-4>tii yidtt "do Kitft 
cohflder, Tfinty thtx the towe*^ ta^yi^ 
/^^""s days^ were not AMrh ^ifegs asrtitfr 
baftlOAs, flanked and defended Hy «iiiar 
works } — this, THm\ was an in¥«nti^ 
'ffiice i5b/a»i^ii Vdeath J nor had th*y horti- 
•works, or ravelfiirbeforeth*lkimni!h 
his tkne 5— —or fuch a feIR ai ^fre malfe 
wHh a cwette ih the mJddle of ft, ^nd 
with coveted ways iJitd ebunterftfarjis ^1- 
lifadoed along It, to ^rd againAfa^^^i^ 
'it mmnt^^Sb that thtf -fttta^r rticil Up*! 
the t*wfcr were a^rcy; I-dat^'fty,*<ifei 
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Ij^ri-tliHabgcaijcing rathtJf co«) fiffSii]»j' 

<^^«F>-«o= putting-his plpfcfftco^'fUj' 
•movth, wfatdrhe had jirfl! Ughted^^ke 
d ^ii &a t e dhiiwfelf with ordering fl^jww 
j/!Mm.i-Hc read oil a& foftjoWi "^i ;' '* 
,^«.^po.havc the feat t>f^Sod•betei*'ttfar 
,f»vi£je^ind,- mei»>.tnutual-deal!iig!^'%&]»' 

-Vrthe duties «r-^g^j«-^feH(ieM^'^ 
-•«<itl|i^wf^iw»i#iqfry^^ichiBre !d4iift- 

*< «aatioc:dmdMhtfi)i<ii«ror /«»A^, ^^^li^" 
. ^iimagii«ri»o,i4thg^h» aaempe4»»i»lf^" 

*tiMi made mftaMc^^'^tkoiit'^StUr" 
'. *fMgrjaad^tauamlifq, d«<lt^|fifji-' tea ' 

«Ifaid 
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*4 Jyif no fcnfc :^ all of ,rd^^ 

*^JfO^ to HQQCj wki vould ta]^ ,k.i|& 

*J the bltrcreft affront» fhpuld you Juic 

. *' hint at a fufpicion of his moral cbK^to^ 

y tcVf — "-«or imajgine he was not c^ofci-* 

, «' cntiQudy jufl: and jGcrupulous to th<iUi* 

V tcrmoft mite. * . 

<< When thei« is fome appeaRU^c^^oc 

<< it is fo^^^-^ijbio' one is unwilling fvief^t^. 

'^ fuipc;d the. s^ppeara^cc of ia 2^m^bl» 

<^ ^ yij:tue as moral honeIty> yet w$i^ we 

. << to:loQlf into tbe.grounds of ii^^ ».the 

«' pi;ele(it cafe^ I am.perfuade4i«e ihfliaki 

M ^n^dL Ijttle reaiipn ta cpyy ^i^h i-^one 

«< thf hoxuHir of hu i^otive. 

^ \xfL hiin dedaim aa pomfmOgrasr 
. «5/he Gb(9pfes upon, the ful^d> ii wtiMie 
«Vfound Uf reft upoa ao bdxwibm-^' 
cc elation than eiUier his iniaefl^ Us 
*' pridfW hi» i eafe* or ta&c fudi. Htde 
^'.md changffabte paffionas ^iLgifms' 
/' but iinall dependence upon his aj^ooi^^ 
<* i$l BVUttc^ of ffiat didreft.. 
> ^! 1 f|ri)LiUu#faMLlhia. bTfauxmanfia: 
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04% tiSititt M«t> o^mftilrs 

«4[ klKnrditf banker t^eal'Wltfij or 

•{nrbireis no heed, crted Dn 5fof ^(wftk- 
•feg) ttycill in ahy'ffeyficijte m diisteile) 
iJ— r-*< tb be nckher of therti irtCft' of 
-« iMeh i^li^n : I heir them make a 
« jeft of ir every day, aiid tIfSt dl its 
-<*{tofiion§ -with fo much lconi,-*S to 
** put the matter paft doubt. Well';— 
««1i«e#Wiftanding this,-! put Afjr fortune 
^"^iWd ffie hand* of the onep-and what 
'^«-fe-deaffer-ftiH to tnb, I truftmylife to 
« #ie hbneft Ikill of Ac other. 
.:«* Nbw let the extaninc^wfeat is my 
« reaifon for Ais great'confid^ncc: • Why, 
^>4rf the firft pla<?e; H)cKev't thw; fe ho 
«* prob'abiliiy ttat teither trf t!tenl will 
f^'fcmplcfythe jfovfer I ^ initb their 
■'*• fcrfrids to my dMadVantage V-tiit "otJnfi- 

• «*'a*r tHatltonefty ifet^es the-puipofes of 
«« this Kfet-r1'kntoWth«*ftic<?efs'in the 

- '«« world tietjcfids 'upon theifamefs of 
•» flfei^^Wfei^fteWi— In a word, Tm per- 
-WYuHai!* Mt'th^'iihitot'htirt^lfietrith- 
«^'6ut hurtih^'^etttfelVcs rtrore'."^^' 

• <'««ut pbt if Othc^ift^hatfttfjI'tKat 
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fM^i)^ could. /fcjie^e-iaciy fortuiWi; aad 
5'. Ifl^e Boc w^cd ia ;t}ie,worJd^-«-ar 
" .that the other could fend nifB Quir^k^ 
*f a|Hl<«^jaft(eft^|5e,b3^mydcaii,'iwth- 
.<^ o^t idiAatonour tP hioifelf. or bis. art ^^ 
f '. In this cafie^ . Wybat hpld ikaye I ^c^. ei* 
*f 4:terofi:hiepfi?-rReligH)pjtheftro«gcft 
«' of ^1 mpUYjes^ ¥ 9PI of^he,qjuc:j^ibs 

«' tive ini^he .W9iJ4[^ijSi,firangly agwnft 
« i^:H.,ttr-^Wh#t hsfv^e. I lieft tp caft 
«' into^bp! ^ppioi^ic fc^k4p ibaUtape /^hiB 
^^ xett^pnatia^S-''— r-^AMs! I bare, .no* 
f'^'thif^ — rHM>thing >ut ^i^h^T k Jii^t^ 
*5;tfrdrf»n-«rbubWft.r-rr— •—! iBuft.lic at 
f^;i^epMency^fHo9)«[9»> tor-fome fudi 
v-^aiwictowi pciiifiipkHHSffait fcwritjr 
^^. foi^liim^^he iwift isatua^ 
^* -j-tfinsftiw^ieity andfwyrfclf. »- 
^^ '*7As^ <|i«r«fpfe,..iwawi; have iM)t de* 

« gion j^P, .panJif^f^ll^: Ji^ndpj.3fcf^ 

R 2 
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*^ r^igioiiwichmitfiiof^aHtyfi nw^icte^ 
<* ]e(s>'mdo{MxidigftDiceainaii#liof2^^ 
^' feal nu^ral ehara6btr*ftaBd5'vefydirtir; 
** who yet encett^uns the high cft n ot i ea 
<^ of himfiif, in the light of a'lBtiigi- 
« oua man. f^):nfb ■ 

^* He Ihall not only bfe oovietotiiJ>»e-i 
« vengeful, implacabley^buteven want- 
«< tiig in points of common hbw^fbpi^t 
<^ inafinuchashetalks^alouiagaillfttkcr' 
« tnfideKty of the age,-^^-^U^%ed6us 
«< for Ibmc points ^reKgion)^^i^^"^g;M$ 
*^ t*ico a day tochoreh^-^atvendf^the 
^< faeranients»«-^aAd ^nnfes ifimfdlf^^ 
<< a fbw inftrulnemal pMtHJ of iteH^i»h,t^ ^« 
«< fiuiU cheat his confcieiiceiliWli jSdjg^ 
<^ meqt, «!hat^ for thi^s he isareligiik^' 
«< man^ and has difcharged truly hl^dtt^ 
<< .ty fo Ood: And you rmll fifld^it 
«' fqfJi a: many tdiimigh farce of tUa 4iti 
«( )ttOiQn> geneinilfyilqpka'doiRDivrithU^^ 
<< Htv(4 pi'idetmponrevnryimliBDrinauEi 
«< ly}^ h^;Jc& i»Se&ationtoffpiefigri-^ 
<< thQjugh» p^rtepfy «e>;timca ;n iM ^ tad 
« h€)ftfiftj?iilwiiHhin»fptf4iu.-iiun i^tib a.') 
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*^3ft»p'«ild I bcMwe,^ there h' tto^tme 
'*;^mlftaton! principle;. i)i*ich> for k&tihie, 
*Vvfa* wrought tnoc^'ferious mifchirfs. 
**nmiwn-ttFor a gisneral proof of this,.u- 
<<.ie|{ik|nUe the. hiftoiy of the RoMiJb 
<* church }"— [Well what can y^m make 
of ^fc^l ?- mcd Dr. :5/<>p] — ^ « fee' what 
«^^el««i9- /o£. crp^ky^ murder^ rapine, 
« l;>lqQdft«d/'— — [They may thank 
th«ir omn 9bftimcy> cried Dr, ^AjpJ— *-^ 
".^Ji^y^jall been iaaaificd by a religion 
^* .HS^itridtly governed by morality. 
. 55 )Iii]i^W}niany ktngdomsoftbe workt'* 
T^Jr|^j^j3rm kept waving hist right- ' 
hand £^^ '^^ ic^oa .ta .die extent- of 
bia;9Sf)fi) j'^urniQg4tbackward$^andif4a^^ ' 
w^^^ .the wnclufiott. gf .t|i« paarflk 

. K.fei heir mwiy Jsingdoms ofthc 1^ 
ex i|4g jto imfadiii^ fi«m4 f^ tjiis^ niill ' 
^^ g^idAdfam|3MJe^ra»8^fpBlf<?Af^ei|hcl••ag^ 
^* prrmefkiwfex, or ts^Odi^n ?--4^^ 
<< aa^ Jip3ii}ugfair:tiiid^'tlic baniiM ^ii ' 
«V tei^«nwfakJi^fe«Mjif 1^0^^ 
^' tice and ht^aijiij^llwfh^^ *^ 

^' »cr«|^)ft vtrwyipkdi i){i^^ 
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146 rnt uWAfTD' (tpmi6m 

^^ hedtd heidid- tb* cftirs 6( ihi rnifoT- 
« tuDatCj'nbrpkicd their difltelfiWi'*' 

(I fwive been itt fnany' a' baAl^, ah- 
•pkaft-yi3Ur-H<>flour, <lu3th 1^^r;fightng, 
l^ut never in fo melancholy a one'as'thisi 
—I would' hoeliaVe draWnnEt'ttftkfe* in it 
againft thefepoor fouft^-^-— ^o hivebe^ii 
made a general offitci':^-*— Why?' what 
do y6u ilhderftand of theaMlf ? 'faldDr! 
-^/^, lookihg towards ^/w,'%ftKTome- 
thing more 6f contemfjt thaii the Cor- 
porars hbneft heart d^fctved:^— What 
do you -know, 'friend, atotit" tWs bittlc 
you talk' of ?*^Xkhow, 'repltef ^Tr/w^ 
I never refufed quarter'in^fily^fi!^ to siny 
man who'criecf oiitTdr itl^^'^^t'to a 
'froniari or a child, coritinntld #/*;- be- 
fore I would level my muflcet at ^hcm, I 
Wuia Ibfe ftiy *nfe a thoirfand^ffrfJe^.— — 
Heir's; k'crbwhfdr 'thee,'^^rto;'k) drink 
with d^^)ffii5*foVnIgHt,' 'quoth ti^y-uncle 
rf^^^, Vhdf tf gwfe X)badtab"moWtr rbo. 

USdil^Ml^^'yO^f WofiouH^ * 

^^^^TK^mtcmcth' ^^mMti^n ana 
" ffiiTdi^H1i^(!f-\t:^.i^1'1<«^ Kbrtett 
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Bttt.prithce* .frm faid my fether^ 
make» ajj ead,^Qr I fee thpu iiaft. tut a • 
It^.QXXyfo Ipft. '^1 

Corporal ftrim read on.] 

.*« If the tcftimony of paft centuries. 
*r in this matter is not fufficient,-^con- 
^' Jider at this inftant, how the votaries 
/f .ofj that religion are every day think* 
*Sing to do feryicc . and honour to 
<^/<jpd, by actions which ariC a dilho-:, 
".rnpur and fcandal to thcmfelves.^ 
: ,*f,.To he convinced of this, go with 
,"^nxe:'for a moment into the prifon* of 
«^t}^e Inquifiiipn,"-r-[GQd help my 
;pQ^ brother Torn.'] — <^ Behold Religm, , 
•Ijyilh Mercy and Jujiic^ cb^in^ed dpwji 
/' HOd^n. her feet, -r— there^ fitting' 
^f ghaftly upon a black tribunal, prop-r 
// P&d lip with racks ^nd i^ftruments of. 
« t;0^ent. Ha^! — harkJ whatapife^ 
*^ fOUS^pan T'r-fHere Jr«<afac^ turn* 
^. .as pale as allu^s.] --ir-*/| iSee iihr 
^neUncholy wretch wh<> uttere4 ,it"^- 
(#^? the tfai^ began to trickle down.] 
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r<:tt?«9iiig into hia ficc^^^rdiz&'blooAy 
H^f|B*h!oljdthi$ halplc&yiaim dclifvtrcd^ 
^^jtfUft ^«0i this tormcfltwv-^h*s . bqdytfa* 
*^ '*»ftfcd wth forrowabcicofifi»eiign«Jd'*** 
-7*r-t^h J 'tis -my brftdier, .t:ri«drijSiPo|] 
9'i!^n\ii.4i: £)Mft paflk>nate excla^^fBiip 
dnQppiag^tKe^ ferman'iipo£Lthe'^coltpd(i& 

'ri^fvOP^ fW^ My fdther';^ and n^Mtir I 
To^s^ heii:rt^>yeamed iirith(fymp(Uh9!)iQir3' 
thl^'PMt'. fidlim's dlftrersreven-^SZ^cia^f ji 
fe)f^ iiaknowledged-pitycfor 'himp^-rMin 
WJ^y^^^nr^j ^diiny fxthfcrf ^^usisiDofaan 
hiAofy> «f-i»-T*/<tf9*adelm0n:tfaQd artireUiiV^ 
ihgt;!|>rithee i^cgin thb ^fenecMe^agakiil^i 

<« Wii-ednip to WriotTOilAtbrs3,att4i(ir^^ 
<« ira'0«;aft6(^''^ivh}tfob^w a!Ul^<d>niftf(^^t 

, i^I^QblbiplrfrtkeliKftviiiotietnm 
*« horrid engine !"— '[I would rather face 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



'S ttUwha« r«xt}fiifittJ dwrtures rherbndm^^ ] 
*< b5Pit?i**^I hapcf^'tiij not in Po^i^^at.J 
-Li.fi^is aH- ndcure: can bear! fiood-- 
«<j?^* fee howit kcepijhis wcttyibui 
•' iitaiging upon hia tremblmg iipuf •* 
[lowiputd not read anodier line ^f-it;* 
quoijiifmr^i'ifor'all tbb ^^^ 
an^rpteafe you? Honours, all this ilia' ^ 
Pmk§als ^Acre<niyipoot brother T4?«» U^ 
I ttihAwi fVM ttg^tri/qttothiny fe«^ 
'tis)lhor4Ur!hiftdncat ^eount^-^'d^^^de^ 
ftnptkw^-^'Ti^oaly Q defcripttoiijta^^ 
inaAT-qaoth 5/£^^,i:here*s rioc a vieni df ' 
trotir(in^iti-i*-4Thai*s another ftwy,.ifcl. v 
pUW^TWy- fitthcni^^iHowevePy-fts- c?tw4>r ^ 
re6dai|.with ii»mvch!cQn^m>*<^^ : 

Git«>dll5 iiold qfi i^bctfemiQiKi, fVf nyiml'ii ^ ^ 
*a^«(ferrtKeey^^^>lhf|!P Wij&'ftfigo.ol »» 
meftr.ftiy^aBriA§^Bi&«>0^vpepB^d,^f^^ ^^ 
if your Honour will?nUB* m<5fi-ftfthord[ - 
>Qnild ttDt3r(»d^iiJ0^^f'^2»^£dkW)elH 
OD^ii^iDiii ji ..>/; ij— '. -uvjii-,; :)morI * 
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^i^jn. i My farther w^n^ on^]*-rT, . 

^S^urein which he^ n^w lies ftretch^dy^^ 

f^'vdiatexquiiicc torture he endures by 

'^ it. i—*Tis all nature can bcaw! Good 

*f God! See)how>it keeps his. weacy foul 

<^. hanging- upon hi:d trembliiig lips^-*-*^ 

** willing to take its leave,—— but not 

•ffuSbrcd to depart U^Behfild the un- 

<f happy wretch led back to his cell!'* 

-r:-T-:[Theij,thjank God» however^ quoth. 

Trim^ they have not killed him.]^^" Sec 

*< hfip draggled out of it again to meet 

V t|ie flamesj ^d the infults in.his laft 

<f agf|nies» which this. pripciplCj— this 

<♦, pifincipli?, that there can bq religion. 

''.without mercy, has prepared for him.'*; 

-yi*^^[Then, .thaak God,^ — r|ie i^ dead, 

cj^th 9lrii»,— h^ is out of his^ani,r****d 

ihey .hi^ve done jheir worft at hiip. — O 

Sirs ! — Hold your peace, Trim^ faid my 

-fsthftft going on wi^h the feni»oo> left 

r'^ffH ihojuld i|ic;enie Dn Slop^n-'yiit iball 

-nie^eii have done.^U this ratc.]^ i ,^. 

/*^The fureft'way to try ti^UKritaf 

5 
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*^*any difputed notion is, to trace»do>«tn 
*^ the confoquences fuch a notion has 
** produced, and compare them with the 

^ fpirit of Chriftianity 5 'tis tfae&orc. 

« and decifive rule which our Saviour 
«* hath left us, for thefe and fuch like 
^^ cafes, and it is worth a thoufand ar- 
^^ gumcnts — -^By their fruits ye Jb^U. 
** know tbem. 

<* I will add no farther to the length 
^' of this fermon, than by two or three 
' *f fliort and independent rules dedudble 
" from it, 

<* -FVr^, Whenever a man talks loudly 
*^ againft religion, always fufpefl: that 
*' It is not his reafon, but his paf- 
*^ fions, which have got the better of his 
** Creed. A bad life and a good be- 
"'* lief are difagreeable and troubiefomc 
^' neighbours, and whehe they feparate^ 
"depend upon it, 'tis for no other caufe 
*** but quiemcfs fake. 

^^ Secondly i When a man, thus reprc- 
'; *' fented, tells you Hi any particular in- 
" ftance, — — Thit fuch a thing goes 
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«« i^^'tes ftonriktai ;'«^'W prefeflt Wafir" 
«-df-a!F>pa!tte being ^n^riMcy' thiiMt ^ 
«»raDfe\ifboth, ' ' •* • ' ' ' "" '"•• ''^"^ 

•**Tn'a W6fd,— -truft flSat man ih 'ftd-'^''' 

*«^Miig, -who has not -a €owscfri^it*ih^ ^ 

, "'every "thing. '■ '' '' •' '' ■^'^'''• 

••^■•Mtf,Mh youroWit'tafei rtmfem1j#'' 
"¥his""pliin diAiwftiortr- ft rtiiftjftle' ift*"' ^ 
«* iiffWciff 'Ms Tuined-^tWfefid^i'-iii tfiSfc*' 
«• youl" 'trotrfctence is riot a la<v:;^^di^' 
•■* G&cf '^5' ^ti6in irtade the lawr'^a°'' 
" hkvi;^I&fed"cohfciertCtf'wi'thiri ydu ifo ' 
«d«drt1(iinb;i— w-nofi like an J/attef' 
« Ci«!;'ac(ibrdihg to tfre eb'bs and fiMi^^\ 
" fi^TTisWh palHoftsi— bu't like i"ifo^j 



'/- 



:>>:} 



««; H0m^e iti thU^lartdof liberty' ani'^^ 
«^ l^a fe'AtV, tilio'ittakes ho new^iawT"*^ 

«' H^'kffiMli^dy^Miteh;'^' -' '"''^ :<'^^.' 
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Vft\lf Jrim>qt«>ch.my/atha:.TvJC J^^ 
fp^i;ed - his .conuwats^.teplicd Djt.' ^tf^ 
— rrrhe would biave te^dit.muchvbp^ficf.,. 
I fhould have read it tejatimcs^^hctt^,.. 
Sir, anfwered 2>7>», but thatjipy.^p^^. 
was fo fsilL-^Tbat wa& the yeiy fc/sfo^ 
^rim^ reipUed m^^ fathei:, whicb ^s x^^^p . , 
thee read the fermon as wcll^ ^^ thp\> 
haft dqnci andif the clergy of our ^wch> 
coptmued my fatl^r^addreifiogr^imfelf 
to pr, Slof^ wo^^wkc part in whv fJKy 
deliver as dee^yas this poor fpllpw ha? . 
dope,— a3 their, comi^fitians arc fine %-^ 
[I (deny it,.qvq|;h,Dr,»iy/^]—;ji^^Q^t^ii 
it,— that the elpqu^o^e of our jwlpits, 
wittjfuch fufcjjcib^.ta epfl^^ Jt,, wojui^ . 
be a model iox ithc w)^o}e ,wjpjrid;-7r-»^ 
Bu| ,^as ! co<itinu?4 njy ifather,: aj;id I 
own^^ijt. Sir, yritlf , fprrow^ that,, Hke^ 
i^r^y^r^rpolitici^BS }u lihb . refpe(9:,, w^ti . 
chey gain in the q^bipupt tl\ey loi<^ in .thp 

field. Twere a pity, quoth my uncle, 

that this ihould be loflf^ I likt the fer- 
mon well, replied my father,— — 'tis dra- 
niatick^— »aud there is fomething in that 
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Wl^ €lf iwitteg, whca IkHfolly monagc^t 
wbi^ /C9iiiebes tlie( :a$iicnf^n»»^-^We 
pceAch amck ? ia dia« .ivaf smth u^ - §BaA 
Dp. SUp^ —I Iwiowr that very well> faid 
roy father>».'--*-but in atoae and nianncr 
tirhich Kiifgufted Dr. ^iop, M\ ss mocji a$ 
lus afleiit, 'fiinply» could-haV€/|>kaiied 
jtim.'^-^ B ut 4n this, added Dr^ ^^Ai^, a 
tktk piqued^-^^ur itmnons JiaMegready 
che advantag^y that we nei/ter introduce 
fifiy<^ai:a£ter mtoth^Bm belcyw apsurkp-ch 
0r« |)atH^€h*S; t^i^ or^raartyr or a 
(faint. -^There are foine very bad charac^ 
tCFs ifl thb,4i€^ei^r^ faid «iy fyxhetywd 
I do nofCitonk the ferme<n ftgot thff woofe 
;fi)r *ei3al.-^-~®ut prEy, 4^«dtii my uncle 
S'iyi^y,— iwho's^-can this be ?r-4iow»cauld 
it get into my SHiHnus?^ A>mafi mcift; 
be as great a conjurer a^ Sieviuus^ 4aid 
iny father, to rrfrfve the iccond qccA 
tion :-~The firft, I chink, is not.fo diffi* 
cult jw-.fbr unkfe my judgment g^eatlf 
deceiyes^ me, ■ ■■ I know^the airthory 4br 
■ti$ 'v^pote, certainly, by the pajcfoiv^ c£ 

The fimilitude of the ftile and manner 
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ev /TUSTRAM^ snjfiitDv; a|| 

iDff it, with'tliofe my father conftun^If 
4iad4*eArd preached in his panft^churcki 
-«« the gro\indof his conjc6hire,-^pTOv'- 
jug it as ftpMgly, as' an argument i 
frrmcov^ld prove fuch a thing tx> a pht^ 
l^fophic mind. That it was Tirick*^ and 
no'<>nc^s dfe: -— It was proved to be foi 
^ 'pfterioriy the day after, when Torick 
lent a fervant to my u'ftcle Toby's houft 
tfe enquire after it. 

* » It fcems that Tmck^ who was iriquifi^ 
Mve after all kinds of knowledge, had 
-feof towed Stevinusofmyxmclt Toiy, kn^ 
•had darelefly popped his fcrmon, as foon 
as he had made it, into the middleof 4?//^ 
'^iriUs ; and by an aft of forgetfulnefs, tb 
which he was ever fubjeft, he had ferit 
Sfevinus home, and his fermon to keep 
'him company. 

' Ill-fated fermon !' Thou waft loft, aftft 
tills recovery of thee, a fpc6nd time, 
'^'dropped thro' an unfufpefted ftffure in 
thy maftcr*s pocket, down into a trea- 
' chftrom and a tatterttd lining,— trod deep 
ioto the dirtby the left hind^fbot of hi^ 
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tf§- the: tin • Aircr ennbus - 

gar,--feld for a halfpenny -to t piirtfcf 
£{erky— -^transferred to his parfon^— *• 
|ptt for ercr to thy owtt, the renMkider 
of his days,— —nor rcflx)red to kik reft- 
Ids Manbs tm this very momcntj ihotl 
ull the world the ftory. 

Can the reader believe, that this fei^ 
jnon of Toruk^s was preached at an* af* 
iizc, iathc cathedral ofiV*, before « 
thoufand witnieffes, ready to give ciatk 
of it, by a certain prebendary of thtt 
f hvrch» and aftually printed by hite 
when he had done,-— and withih fl> 
ihort a fpacc as two years arid thrtJe* 
jpnonths after Torick'% death ?---iV/>i in^' 
deed, was never better fervcd in his life;' ' 
,...1--.— but it was a- little hard to mal-* 
treat him after, and plunder him after* 
he wa«^ laid in his grave. r*. .; 

However, as-dte gentlenmnwhoidhi 
it was in pcrfcd charity with Taricky^- 
and, in CMfdoua juftice^ printed but a 
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fit^ff^ decjlare I would nqf l^i^TCc|MUJbU(Ilkr* 
ed. thi^ suBccdote to the World ^.Tr-s^r^iplt . 
c^t^J p)i];>lilh it with an intent to , hurt ! 
his; character and advancement in;.tho 
chi«ch i~—rJ. leave that to otheirs;— •. 
but I find myfclf impelled by two ref * , 
fon^y: vrhi^h I cafUiot withftand. 

I'hfi^firft h, Xh*^ w doing jtiftic:^, I- 
tmy^giVit i^eft^tp rprM'^ glwfti— ^:/ 
vrhkhj-Tnas the cQUptry-pcople, and fonjc , 
<)tfe«l*,"bei^€^V$jr-i-rr:^ ,, 

f'fhe ^ecojad reafon jj^ That, by laying 
opqn.this ftory toohe . world, I gpn^an^ 
^RB9^^0ity of i^fpfpaing it,i-^That i^l ^ 
Cifgjdiic ^h^tta;cr. of p vfott ITjwi, aad ^ 
thiSjfapTjplc. of his ffisjions, is liked^—**^ , 
thfRCjare npw in^ thf ppffeffion ofltht^ 
Shg^^ faiMiljr, as tp^^. as will m^e i , 
handfome volumCji at tjie wor|dVijjr^ i 
'^fPi-TTr^ftd. ^)|iphc|gSW!d^may t^^ 

^ V04. u 
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OfeACilAtt gained the two crowns 
without difpute;'fpr he 'came ia 
jingling, with all the inftruments In the 
green baize bag we Ipokej of*, flung a- 
crofs his body, juft as Corporal Trim 
went out of the room, ^^ - 
- It is now proper, I think, quoth Dr. 
Slopj, (clearing up his looks) as we arc 
in a condition to be of fome fervice to 
Mrs. Shancfy, to fend up ftairs %o know 
howfliegocs on, 

\ hav^ ordered, anfwered my fariher, 
die old midwife to come down to us 
yppn the leajft dilBculty ; — .for you muft 
inow. Dr. , Slop, continuc4 my father, 
with apejcplexed kind of afmile upon hi? 
/countenance,, that by expr?fs treaty^ {tjh 
icmiUy ratified betweeu me and my wifc^ 
You are nq rnore than an auxiliary in 
this affair,— and not fo inuch as that,-^ 
unlefs the lean old' mother of a rriidwife 
above ff airs car^pot d6'WitHou(i"Y5Mi/i^ 
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tnd m points of this^'^dtUr^i (:<)Mmtinl 
my (akhetf^-'^btri they bca^.th^ wfiolfe 
hmdbtiy aiid fofftr fo mtich aetit^ paiii 
<W the ddv^fttage tff oti!- fatrfiltes, kiil 
Ae good of the fpccies,— they claim i 
right o/dei^idittg, irt Sduvirditthi TKwhdft 
h^hdsj am! In what faflibn, they chooft 
tB imdtifg6 it. ' •^'' 

They^i^ in the right ofiti^qtioth 
fny uncle '5Wy; But, Srry replied Dr: 
Sivpy nottakihg notice bf^fthfjrtS net? ft^y'i 
4t)p'inionj but turning' to-rfiy farther, -^ 
they had better govern iri iJthef pointsj * 
—and a father of a family, who wiflies 
its perpetuity, it my OpMiidn, had bet- 
ter exchange this prerogative with them, 
ind give up fome other HgHts in lieu 
of it:.— :.^ 'k'now not,' qubth^'iliV fafhcri 
atifweriftg a littlt? t66' tefl:iTy,''-to^'fce'{^'tiit<5 
difpaflionate in w^at he faid^-~TKn6^ 
W;qtif8thl9^,VliatW6^9iVcltf^^ give 

^fdh iHt^-tii^JWoffdj^uM^fi hkii;^dtM * 



^ .» 
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uioft giv^.up any, thing, rcpUoJ Dr. SUp^ 
•^I b?:gjyQ»r .pardpn,-r-— a^fwpred my 
uBpIp %^l?y. -f SiTi . , replied Dr. Si^^n ^ k 
wov(14 aftoniOi yoii fo know wl»^t kn^ 
provenaents v« have made o^^ ktir,yean& 
jji all branches of obftetiric^l knowledge^ 
but paiticularly in that one fmgle point 
of the f^fe and expeditious extraftion of 

t\it fatusy which has received fuph 

lights, that, for my pm (holding up his 
hands) I declai^e I wonder how the world 
JjiaS'^ — I wifli, quoth my unck fV^, 
you Ivad fcen what prodigious arnai^s we 
h^^jx^ Flanders. . 'i . 

-.: ,:i©'H A F. 'XLiy. - ■ ; 

TJHave, dropped, the Certain oyer thi^ 
X fcenc for a minuxcy- — to remind y^ji^ 
pf^one i|h.ing;.T-f-^ijd , to inform y^ji^^,^ 

^ . , ^Wh^t- 1 hayc^to. inforw ^au^jgoQaes,. 1 
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then 'twould co.nMS in pat. hereafter, and 
he of more advantage here'thah clfe- 
whtfe.-^Writcr8-*,had need IpbK. before 
them^ to keep up the fpirit and connect 
tibn of what they hdveln hantf.* 

When thefe two things are .done,— »- 
the curtain (hall be drawn iip again, and 
my uncle Toiy, my father,^ and Dr. Slop, 
fliall go on with their difc6\ir/c, without 
any more interru|>tion. 
• Firft, then, the matter which I have 
XQ remind you. of, is this j— — that from 
the ' fpccimens ot Angularity in my fa- 
thi^r's notions in the point of Chriftiah-^ 
names, and that other previous point 
^thereto, — ^you was led, I think, into an 
opinion, (and I am fure I faid as much) 
that my father was a gentleman altoge- 
ther as odd and whimfical in fifty other 
Opinions. In truth, thq-e was riot a ftage 
in the life of man, from the very firft aft 
•of his begetting,— —down to the lean 
and flippered pantaloon in his fecoiid 
childiljhnefs, but he had fome favotirit^ 
notion to himfclf, fpringing out of it; as 
/ceptical^ and as far out of the high-wav 

^ 3 
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of tJiinkinor^ as thefc t^^b wRich^have been 
explained. ,' /' .- .7- -; 

^^^v., Shandy y myTather^'Sir^ wVuId 
fee nothing in. the lig^it in which others 

{)laccd it i— he placed ATngs in his own 
ighti-^he would weigh nothing in cbrr\-. 
mon IcaJies; — no, he was too refined a 
refearcher to lie open to To grofs an inri- 
pofition.-^To come at the'exaft weight 
of thipgsin.the fcientific tteel-yard, the 
fulcrum, he would fay^ ihoujd be al- 
nrK)fl: invifibie, to avpid all'fri(!tion from 
popular, tenets ;—witT:i6ut this.thc minu- 
tiae of philofophyi which would'^alw^ys 
turn the balance, will have ho weight at 
all. Knowledge^ like matter, "he would 

affirm^^ was divifible ?;/' hifinititTH y 

that the grains, and icrupjes were as niuch 
a part of it, as the gravitation of* the 
whole world.-r-In a word^ Hh would fay, 
prror was error^-p-no mattci* where it fell, 
^^ — whether in a fraS:iori,7-.or a pound, 
•— .*twas alike fatal to trutbi'^and *fhe was 
kept down at the bottom of her well, 
as inevitably by a niiftake in the durt of 
A butterfly's wing, — ^-— asm the difk of 
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ttie fa]yi>the modti, aii4 all the ftara of 
heaven put together. - : ■". 

' He^WAild often lament tliat it )^ii for 
wftBt of coti&dibriAg xhit pirof>crlyy a^ 
of. applying it flcilftilly ta civif msttteri, » 
wvli asita fpecui^tivie triuhSj titatjfomaiqr 
thitig9cm chifiiworld werb oiit of joint $ 
-;i— that the political arch'i¥a» giving 
^ay jT-i-^amt-that the very fouttdations 
of iOur exielltot oonftleution, in: ditircfe^ 
and ftTktt; iw^m fo fappod ^ eftimkori^ 
had reported. 

r Yoii (ijff dUt,, he wdalA ftyi \w ale a 
jWinedjaA^cWepeople-J Wl^y? hewotild 
afky making ufc of the forites or fylhn 
gt&n ,of Zerh » and Cbryjlppus, without 
knowing it belonged to them. — Why? 
why ^Tt we a mined people ? —* 6e- 
cawfe we are corrupted.'— VV'hencc is it^ 
dierar Sir, that we arc coirupted J-*-^ 
Becaufe We are needy i-i—^our poverty, 

and not' our wills, confent. ^^'And 

wherefore^ he would add, are we needy? 
•i^From the negleft, he would anfwerj of 
our pence and our halfpence:*— Our bank 
5 4 



y Google 



9^ TflS^UFJE JLfip ^l^tOn$. 

nqtfSj, Sir, our guine^s^^^n^y c^JSmI-^ 
lings take care of thcmfely^. ^ , . 

. 'Tis the iame^ he would iay» through-* 
out the ¥diole circle of the fcicnce&j-^H* 
the greats thedtabliihed points of theni* 
vc jiot to be broke in upon. — ^TheJaws 
of nature will defend thcniielvcs.;— but 
error— (he would add, looking car- 
neftly at my mothfrr)-- — error^ Sir, 
creeps in thro* the minute h^cs. ^nd 
ihiall crevices which human naturejeayf 3 
unguarded. • ,, 

This tqrn of thinkifigin my father, 
is what I had to rjemind yoi|. oif : — ^.Xhp 
point you are to be informed of, ^nd 
which I have refcrvcd for thi^;pla5Cf^ 
is as follows. 

Amongft ;he inany and e;xceUenf 
yeafpns, with which my father Ijad 
urged my mother to apcept of Pn 
Slopes ^fiiftance preferably to that of the 
old woman,-r-r— there was one of a very 
' Cngular nature J which, when he had 
done afguing the matter with her as 
a Chrifti'an, ^nd came to argue it over 
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again 'witK^hcr as 'a pKitefophef,* life li'ad' 
put his whole ftrength to, depending In-^ 
deid 'liporr it as his llieet-anchbr.— — It 
feilcS/hirpjv^ha' from no defedt in the 
ai-gument itfelf ; but that, do what he 
etibld,' h.ewas not able for his foul t6 
make her' comprehend the drift of it^^ 
r-^ — Cjurfcd luck I— — faid he to himfelf, 
9hB afteroodn, as he walked out of the 
room,^ after he had been ftating it for an 
haxir an4 a half to her, to no manner of 
plirpofe ;-— curfcd luck ! faid he, biting 

his lip as he fhut the door, for a rnan 

to be mafter of one of the fineft chains 
of reafoning' in nature,^ — and have a wife 
at the faraie time with fuch a head-piece^ 
that he cannot hangup a fingle inference 
within fide of it, to fave his foul froni 
delJ:ru(ftioh, 

This argument, though it was entirely 
Toft upon my mother, ' had mOrc 
weight 'with him, than all his other argu- 
ments joined together : — I will therefore 
endeavour to do it jurtice, — aiKi.fet;it 
forth with all the peripicuity I am maft^f 
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• My fathet fet but upon tlKrtftfceog A of 
thcfe two following axiorfis^.:. ;. v ^./. :• ^ 

Firfiy That an ounce of x maq's own: 
wit, was worth a ton of ollhcrrpeople's;: 
and, '^'i:. y ^ 

' Secondly^ (Which by thcfbyeyHvaa tfe© 
ground-work of the firft axiomy--~^dio* 
it comes laft) That eVcry :man'$ wit 
muft conie from every mwi's^own fouiy 
——and no other body's. ' "^"^ " / i 

Now, as it was plain .to*, mjr father^ 
that all fouls were by nature €<fual,-4^«*-i 
and that the great difference" betw-ccn the 
moft acute and the moft ohtxifetandcr-r 
ftanding— — was from no original Iharp-* 
nefs or bluntnefs of one. thinking fub-i 
ftance above or below ariotheri— -.^but 
arofe merely from the lucky or un^ 
lucky organization of the body, in that 
part where the foul principally took up 

her refidence, he had made it the 

fubjeft of his enquiry to find out the 
identical place. 

Now, from the beft accounts he had 
been able to get of this matter, be was 
fatisfied it could notj be where Des Carfcs 
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Had fiwd itj/vppn thq top 6f tht pipeai 
gland of the hruxt ; :.whigh> as he philor 
fophi^ed, formed a culhion for her eA^oxxt 
cfeke-fizeofA marrow pea; tho', to fpcalf 
the tiputb, as fo many nerves did teripif 
iiatci alLiA that one piace,*^'tFas no bad 
coiaciaurjc;--*-^aiid.ro.y!; father had ecr- 
tamty fallen with that great philofopher 
plumb ;into the . (;entre. of the :mifl;akei 
had it .not been for jeiy uncle Toiy^.wh^ 
rcfcued him out of jt,^ by a ftory he told 
\{mX''f^i.ixWMjkm ofjcer at the. battle of 
Laudmyr^h^] hjadL ode, part of hl$ . braip 
fhqt.asifayiby: a ft>uflcct-byill>— and ano^ 
•ther:|)gj?t O^U taken qurafter by a Frendf 
furgeoh> laad after all, rr^eco vered, an4 
did hi3 ddfcy'.Jvcry wcli without it. 
. If death^^faid ray father, reafoning with 
himfelf, ifi nothiag but the feparation of 
the foul frohi the body ; — and if it is 
true that people can walk about and 
do their bufinefs without brains, — then 
certes the foul does not inhabit there. 

As for that certain, very thin, fubtlc 
and very fragrant juice which QoglioniJJi^ 
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mo B^rri, the great Mii^iteze phyfiotm 
. ^rms, in a letter to BarfboUneyto^i^iiiC 
difcovered in the ceUuteof the o$:eipiM} 
parts of the cerebellum, and wbicklie 
likewile afErms to be the principal feat 
of the reafonablc foul, (ioTj you muft 
know, in thefe latter and more enlight* 
cned ages, there are two fouls in every 
nrian living,— the one, according to the 
great Metbeglingius^ being called the 
Animus y the other, the v/^iwwf^^-as^for 
the opinion, I fay, of -S^rri^— n^ JBa^r 
could never fubfcribe to^it ky any mi^ns; 
the very idea of fo noble, fo refined, fo 
immaterial, and fo exalted a bein-g a^ fjj^ 
4nima, or even the u4»i»«/, taking- lUp 
her refidence; and fitting dabbling^iikfira 
tad-poie. all day long, both fummer an^ 
winter, In a puddle,— -^or in aliquidjrf 
any kind, how thick or thin foevcr^ he 
would fay, fhocked his imagrinaupn^hc 
woul|d fcarce give the doftrine.a heart 
i^gt.^; >>: . . /- \\ :- 

what, therefore,, feemed the leaflhlij^r 
ble to^objeftionp.iof any, wasrth^|]the 
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foul, ^nd W^hieh place all intelligences 
-were referredi and from whence all her 
tt^aftdates were ifllled,— was in, or near, 
t)x6 cerebellxim,— or rather fomewherc 
'^hovit'iht fHedulla ohlongata^ wherein k 
was generally agreed by Dutch anato- 
mifts, that all the nlinufe nerves' from 
all the organs of the feven fenfes concen- 
tered, like ftrtets and winding alleys, 
ihto a fquare. 

* Sd far tSere was nothing Angular in 
my father's opinion, — he had the beft of 
philofophers, of all ages and cliniates, 
tb go along with him. ■ But here he 
Ibbk a road of his own, letting up ano- 
ther Sbandean hypothelis upon thefe cor- 
ner-ftones they had laid for him ; 
and which faid hypothefis equally flood 
its ground J whefher the fubtilty and 
fihenefs of the foul depended upon the 
temperature and clearnefs of the faid 
liquor, or of the finer liet-work and tex- 
ture in the cerebellum itfclf j which^ 
opinion' he favoured. ^ 

He maintained, that next to the due 
Cdfcto fcci'takftl Ih^h^'aff "ifpropagation 
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of each ixidividual, which reql^iFed all 
xhe thought in the world, as it laid the 
foundation of this incomprehenfiWe eon- 
jtextiirCy in .which wit, memory, fancjr, 
eloquence:, and what is ufually meant by 
the nanrie of good natural'parts, do con- 
fiftj — that next to this and his Chriftian- 
name, which were the two original and 
moft efficacious caufes of .all j.^-— ^that 
the third caufe, or rather what logicians 
call the Caujckfine qud notty and without 
which all that was done wa$ of no man- 
ner of figni^cance,— was the preferva- 
tion of thi* delicate and fine-fpi^n web, 
frorp the havock which was. g^nefally 
made in it by the violent eompreffion 
and crufh which the head was made to 
undergo, by the nonfenfical rtiethod of 
bringing. us into the world by thatfore- 
moft.. 
^^. ' ^l ■ 'tThis i-equires explanation. . 

My father, who dipped into all- kitids 
of books, upon looking into LMvpadus 
Senonefts de Portu d^fii^*^y .pvtUliftiedi by 

• The authorw here twice miftak^'j for li^tfop^^^s 
tkouia be wrote thus, Lithofadii Senon^nju Icon* Tbe 
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MMnnur^m'il'V^^i hictfourki out, that 
the TaxUnfl j[)IiaWeftAte of a child's head 
in parturition, the boft» of the cranium 
having 'prt>fqcur^fii al'tha^tl^e, was fuch, 
-E — -th^f b}?* force of t?he*Woman's efforts, 
whic&jitt-^ftrdnglabdwr-painii^, was equal, 
ii^on ah'tf^Wagt, to the Weight 0^470 
pb^nds''^vi^t*du^is 'fl^irig- perpend ku-^ 
larly -ti^on' k,^-t— it fo happened, that irt 
49 iriflfaHcts 0lit of 50, the'faid head was 
confipfVffed-ariS moulded into the Ihape 
of ^h k>blG(r]f"g'-coriiGaLp!feCe oif doughy 
fuch ad^af paftry-cook generally roUs'up 
in 'ord^rto make a py^ df.'— Good God! 
cried mv father, what-havock ahd dcftruc- 
tioTi' nyuft tliis'make in the irlfinitelyfine 
and tended teiit'ure of the cerebellum I^— . 
Or if ihere ii fucha- jaicc ^s Bom pr^ 

Fecond mlHake is, that this Lifhopitlitus U hdt an author, 
b^t^^d^ifi^of S^^dtl-ified child. The accomtt of tlit&» 
fu^lii^j^^y Afbojfits^%^0i'ft\9fht feeo at the e^- of 
CofJ^us^^ ^^orks in S^fhius, ^Mr/Tnyfram Shandj^ 
has been lea Iri'to ihTs error, felthef frotii ft'etng' Zi/^oV 
fiamiA' ame ^^Hzii 4i/^.dt^a^ :of karriS^ >^rkeri 

ecavelliuSi'-''''^£cQm tbc Iq9 great iin9iliV«<i« of ^^9 
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^^md^iSNt^. it: A>t rawglt ix»7nitk<e dM 

fQf»ee :^tng ifpon therwcty mtttem ef the 

J^9fl> nf# <»aly inj^ired tlie be am i|fe£f or 
cerf l^ruin^r^ butthat itoec^rilffiliieez- 
Gdjndp^pelkd.tht cerebilKn^^wards 
the ceFet>el|]ijaH^khwa$ tj^eifjmiediatc 

aodjii^ni&ers of grace defisaKi ns^l cried 
njy'ii|th<%"'-rr^caa wiy foul withftand 
,tht»^(i§l^ ??^IS[q woB^GTitl^einteltedu^ 
i^br,i%;i«^. rent, find tauwed as we fee it i- 
agd c]^ fo many of ombeft heads oift ' 
iifK bf ttf r tha^ji puzclcd flcdn of filfc** — • • 
nU perplexity i-~-^all confufion Wil^ua^- 
ficie- ; 

But when roy father read <m, &ttd* Was 
Je* iai© ,the feErer,*ftha« w^en a chU4 wai' 
tutned topfy-turs^y; trhiljh Was- eafy fef • 
.aQ:Oparat0r tt) dc^ ahd was jextrafted by 
cibtt feeci|#«»^^a£-iii£feadit£?.tfee jcerebru 
betegipffl^ledtbMi^ftS'to^^ 
Yheccreb^iiuqiV^ft^^^^ 
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.^.^Bjr heavens ! €rie4 iM^ dK mftM^B' 
in c^pMiacf Id df iiee^out wt^tUtdt^ irk 

of .the iM^iftnrie art are lift^ iniso the 
fa)iiecofifp^ii;fiCy*«>-^Wh«t}skto fAe«whkh 
end. of my.fim oomes fof^ttM^ kit<i the 
YfwHi |>ravided ill goes right 8i(er» and 
his cerebellum efcapes ia)i£niihed?' 

Iti&thenatqfeofan hypothefis, whM 
c>ft€e a nsaa has conceived it, that if ail^ 
milasea every thing to itfelfy w ^per 
noudbOvKient ; and^ front the litft tao^ 
Dnentjof your begetting it^ it generallf 
grows the ftrongec by every thing you 
fee^ hear, rcad^ or uaderftaad. This is 
of great uie, • ^^ 

When my father was gone with this 
al^jut a ffioatht there was fcarce a ph<a« 
njognei^pn of ftupidicyor of genius^ which 
hf^ifopM' not readily Colve hfiti^n^n* 
coHnied .for tb«L eldeft San bein^i the 
gf^atefl: blockhf^d idj ^e .fiuiuly*'^^-^. 
i^9f)f: deviU ,he.;w«4id fax>— f-he pciadc. 

V04. I* ; T 
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llier^.-i— — Ilifnitddtod the obfervations 
of driWihen and monArous 4ifcads,— — > 
fliemfig Aprimj it eoUd not be odier- 
wife,i-i-.i--«ikfs****^I d^ know vkat. 
it wo^Anfutl^ €Kpktn^ Md accounted 
-fyt the acwneR of the ^^Mff^ gtaitis^ and 
that t]f>rightfier turn, and a mMt pene- 
trating inttfiriim <3f miftds, in wamier 
climates ; npt fn>m th^ ioofe iitid com- 
mon-place fdhftion D^a cleared fky^ and 
a more perpetual funihine, &r.— which 
lor aught he knew, might as well rarify 
and dikite die faculties of the {6xA into 
nothings by one extreme, «~ as dtey are 
condenibd in colder climates by the 
' other ;«—- ^but he traced the affair up to 
tits fpring^head s^^^ftiewedthat, in warm- 
er climates, nature had laid a lighter tax 
wpon Che faircft parts of the creatioR ; — 
their pkafures more j ^r^ the neceflity of 
their pains fefs, in^mudi that the pcei^ 
five and cdiftance upon the vertex was 
fo flight, that the whcfle organisation of 
the cerebellum was preferved ;,— ■*— iiay> 
he did not bdieve, in natural bieths, iiM, 
fo itiuch ai a fiftgle ^iirmd of <hc ak- 
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* Vork was brpkf or difgUccdj^-r — |p tljj* 
t]xe foul might juft adt as ih^ li]ks4^ 

When my father had got fo far,— ^-^t-T: 
what a blaze of light did the account^ of 
the C^fyriat^ fe6tioii^ and of tjie tow€<;}ng 
geniufcs who had come fafe into the 
W9rl4 by it, cafl: upon this hypothcfis I 
Here you fee, he vould fay, there was no 
injury dqnc to the fenforiumi — ^no pref- 
fure of the head againft the pelvis j — - 
no propulfion of the cerebrum towards 
the cerebellum, either by the os pubis o|i 
this fide, or the os cQpcygis on that; - ^ ■ 
and pf ay, vhat were the happy confe- 
quences ? Why, Sir, your juUtjis Cajar^ 
who gave the operation a names— and 
your Hermes Trifmegifius^ who was born 
fo before ever the operation had a name ; 
•-.- «ypur Scifio Africanus i your Manlius 
Tqrquatus'i our Edward the Sixth,— who, 
had he lived, wojild have done the fame 
honour to the hypothefis : — r- Thcfe, 
and ip.any more who figured high in the 
anpajs of farpe^r-:*!! cj^me JsJe-way, Sir, 
ittto the world. 
The incififlw^pf the abdomen and uterus 
T d ^"- . 
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ran for fix weeks together in my fathcr^s 
hcadj-^— -^hfe had read, and was'tatis- 
fied, thkt wounds in the epigafirium^^ind 
thofc ift the matrix J were not hiortal 5— 
fo that Ae belly of the mother might be 
opened extremely well to give a paflage 
to the child. — He mentioned the thing 
one afternoon to my mother, 
mcfeiyas a matter of faftj but leSng 
her turn as pale as aflies at the very men- 
tion of it, as much as die operation flat-* 
tcred his hopes,— he thought it as well 

to fay no more of it,^-: contenftng 

hhnfelfwith admiring,~whathetlickj^tit'' 
wa^ to no purpoft to propolfe. "^' " ^^ 
This was my father Mr. Sban^fsltij' 
pothefis j concerning Which I have onty 
to add,'' that my brother Bobby Ai^z^ 
great* honour to it (WKjatever he did^to" 
the family) as any one of the great Bc-^ 
roes wc'fpcjkc of: i^or happening noV 
only tb be chriftened, as I'toldyou, Wt 
t» be feorntoo, wheVi thy father was « 
£j)/ii»,*— —being fnorebVcr my motKcT*s 
fir/t di?Wi^'cbrnh%''i|it6' the world' V/^ ^ 
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.terwards a lad of wpndcrful flow parts, 
r— — my father fpcltall thcfie together 
into his opinion ; afid as h^ had failed at 
one end, — he wa^ determined to^ try the 
other, .^ . 

This was not to be expefted from one 
of the fifterhood, who are not c^Iy to 
be put out of their way, — ^ — an4 was 
therefore one of my father's gr^xt^r 
Tons in favour pf a man of fcience, whonrv 
he could better deal wjth^ 

Of all men in the world, Dr. Slop was 
thp fitteft for my father's purpose ;-*— 
for though this new-Invented forceps was 
tloc armour he ha^d proved* and tvh^t he 
maintained tp be tl^p fefeft inftrument of 
deliverance, yet, it fcems, he had fcat- 
tered a word or twa in his book, in fa- 
vour of the very tjjiog which ra^i in my 
father's fancy ; — ^-tho' not with a view 
to the foul's gpod in extracting by t|^ 
feet, as was mj f^t\v^x\iyiktm^--r'hvxioT 
reafons merely obfltctripal. . 

.This willaccpuflt for the coalition hc.- 
twixt my father and Dr. Slqp^ in^thejeq^ 
filing difcourfe, which went a little bard 
T 3 
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agafofl: my uncle ?*(^?)^.-~-in what man- 
ner a. iplain man, with nothing But c»m- 
mbh fcnfc, could bear tiji agaihft two 
fuch Allies in fcicncc, — is hard tb con- 
ceive— You may conjcfturc upon it, if 
you plcafe, — and whilft your imagi- 
nation is in motion, you thay ertcouragfc 
it to go on, and difcovcr by ^hat caiifes 
*nd cffefts in nature it cbuM come to 
pafsj that my uncle ^oby got his modcfty 
by the wound he received upon his groin. 
—You may raife a lyftcm to account for 
the lofs'of my nofe by marriagie-artides, 
—and (hew the world how it could hap* 

. pen, that I fliould have the misfbrtunfc 
to be tkllcd TristRa!*, in oppoJition to 
ifky father's hypotheiis, ahd the wifh of 
the whole family. Godfathers and God- 
mothenhotejcceptfed,— Thefe, with fifty 

. t)ther points left yet unravelled, you may 
flrideavour to'folvc if yoii have timfci 

. rj— but I tell ydti beforehand it ^ill 

* beln vain, for not thte fage Atquift^ the 
lYiagician in Don ffdi^ms of Greece, nor 
the no Icfs famous Urganda, the force- 
•refs his wife,* (Were tbey alive) CQvld 
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pretend to come within a league of the 
truths 

The rtader Wffl be conteht to wait 
for a full explanation of theft rtlMtifs 
till the next yeai-,— — When a^feries of 
things will be Idd Open whith Ife Kt-- 
tic cxpe6ls. ^ 

C H A ?• XLV. 

— ** J ff^ijh, Dr, «y/(?//' quoth my un* 
cle ^ohy^ (repeating his wirti 
for Dr. Slop a fecond tiraci and withk 
degree of mor,c zeal and earneftnefs in 
his manner pf wi&ing^ than he had wifh- 
ed at firft* ) -r— '' I wi/h, pr.SJop,^ 
quoth my uncle Toiy^ " you Ibad Jeen 
*« what prodi^wus armies we bad in Flan- 
•« ders/* ' *'\'^ 

My uncle T^ly's wifii did ipr, ^Jop a 
diflervice which his heart never intend- 
ed any man,— Sir> it confounded him 
—f—ajad thereby putting his ideas firjl 
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into confuCon^and th^n tp fligbt^l^^ f 9^.^ 
not ral^ly them again for the (wl d hip^j 

|n ^U difputes, — ^T^wale or fffw^^, 
.•F»-^whether for hpnopr, for profit^ .,or 
for lovCj> — it makes po difference, in tW 
cafe j«— nothing is more dangerous,, Mar 
dam, than a wilh coming fidew^ys^in 
this unexpcftcd manner upon a .man ; 
the fafeft way in general to take oSt the 
force of the wifh, is for the party wilh'4 
i^t, inftantly ta get upon his legs 7- and 
Viih the wijher fomething in returnj^ of 

pretty near the fame value^ fq bar: 

lancing the account upon thefpot, yay 
ilahd as yo\i were — nay fometimes gaiii 
fhe adv^tage of the attack by it, . 

Thi3 will be fully illuftrated to the . 
world in niy chapter of wilhes^— p- ,. 

Dr. Siop did not underftand the.natj^re . 
of this defence j^p— he was puzzled with 
it, and it put an entire ftop to the dif-^ 
pute for four minutes and a half; — five 
tad been fatal to it :— niy fa^tr faw the 
danger— the difpute was one of th« moft 
intcreftjngdifputei in th< world;, 'f WJjP^ 
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th«r the child or hi^ prayers ahd^^ndea^ 
vows Ihould be borft widiout a.^eac^ or 
with one :"'^he waited to the laft hio- 
ment, to allow lyt. Slop, in whofe behalf 
the wifh was made, his right of returning 
it; btit perceiving, I fay, that he was 
confounded^ and continued looking with, 
that perplexed vacuity of eye which puz- 
zled fouls generally ftare with-^ firft in 
my uncle Toiy's face— --then in his — then 
up — ^then down— then eaft-— eaft and by 
eaftj and fo on,..— -^coatting it along by^ 
the plinth of the wainfcot till he had got. 
to the oppofite point of the compafsji^ 
and that be had adtually begun tp 
count the brafs nails upon the arm of bis 
chair, — my father thought there was no 
time to be loft with my uncle Toly, (o 
took up the difcourfc as follows! ' 

CHAP. XLVI. :• ^ q 

'^ ~"\ll 7 HAT prbdigio.us krmiesyou| 
VV *^ had iri^Flafuiersr^^^ '' 
Brother Tolyi^ re^Ued my fathiffi^^taili"' 
ing his wig from off his head with hi3 
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Hght hathd» and with his h/^ pollliig «tit 
t ftriped /itrx/iif handkerchief from his 
light coat pockcti ih drder to rtib fails 
head, as h^ argued the |)6i*t ^kh ttiy 
uncle Jl^^jr.-ub-^ 

— —Now, in this I think tny ftther 
Was much to blame ; and I will give you 
my rcafons for it.' 

Matters of no more feeniing tohfc- 
qticnce in thcmfelves than, <^ tFbeiber 
my father JhdUldbav^Ukendffbiswii^ with 
Uis right hand vr with bij /^//,"-— -Jiav^ 
divided the greateft kingdoms, and made 
the crowns of the monarchs who govern* 
/ ed them, to totter upon dieir heads .^^-iii^- 
ftut needl tell you. Sir, that the circum- 
ftincei with which every thing in thii 
World i$ begirt, give everything in thii 
world its lizt arid fhape !— and by tight'* 
ening it, or relaxing it, this way or that, 
make the thirjg to be, what it is — great 
kittle— good — bad^ndifferent or not 
itidiSbrtnt, juft as the cafe happens? 

As fny father's hdid handkerchief was 

in his right coat pbcket, he thould by 

' nti rattms havje fuffered his right hand 
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Cb fiaV8 got engaged : on die conttar^^ 
ihftead of taking off his wig with t<r> as 
he did> h6 ought to have committed that 
khtircly to the lefts and then, when the 
halural fexigency my father was under bf 
ebbing his head^ called out for his hand-* 
kerchief, he would hare had nothing ih 
the world to have done, but to have put 
his right hand into his right coat pocket 
and taken it out $ — •—• which he might 
haVe done without any violence, or the 
IcAftuhgraceful Wvift in any onetehdbn 
or mtifcle of his whole body» 

Ih this cafe (unlefs, indeed, my fathrt* 
h^d %etfti rcfolved to make a fool taf hiiiH. 
fcff by holding the ^ig ftiff iti his Ifcft 
hand— or by makin]^ fortie nonfcnfical 
angle or other at his elbow-joint, br arm-- 
•pft)_hi^ whole attitude had been eafy 
— ijatural — unfotcbd t Reynolds himw 
felf, as great and gracefully as hfe paints, 
hiight have paiilted hrrti as he fat. 

Nbw as my father managed tins' mat* 
tcr, — ^^cohfider wha:t a devil of a figurt> 
my fathernnade of hifnfelif. 

In Uie latter end of Quien J^i\ 
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reign, and in the beginning of th? ff^n 
of King George the firft— <« C^/ foii^ts 
were, cut very low down in thejkiti."-^! 
nccdfayno more— the father of mifchjef, 
had he been hammering at ha month, 
could not have contrived a worfc fa0iion 
for one in my father's fituation. ; 



I 
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T was not an eafy matter in any .king's 

r^ign (unlefs you were as lean a fub- 

jeft as myfelf ) to haye forced your hand 

diagonally, quite acrofs your wholi?; body, 

.fo as to gain the bottom of your oppo- 

fitc coat pocket. In the yc;ar oge 

thousand feven hundred and eightemi 
when this happened, it was extremely 
difficult; fo that when my uncle Toby 
difcovered the tranfverfe zig-zaggery of 
ray; father's approaches towards it, it in- 
ftantly brought into his mind thofe he 
had done duty in, before the gate of 4?/. 
iV/W^ i.^— .the idea .of which drew off 
his ittdHtionib intirely from the fubjedi: 
In dcbafCj that he hatf^ot his right hand 



y Google 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDY, tt$ 

to the bell to ring up Trim to go. aa4 
fetclr his map of Namury and his cqm- 
pafies'^and feftor aleng with it, to nica* 
fure this: returning angles of the travcrfes 
of that attack,— but particularly of that 
one, where he received his wound upon 
his grtfin. 

My father knit his brows, and as he 
knit tkon, all the blood in his body 

feenned to ruih op iiito his face nny 

uncle Toby difmounted immediately. 

-— — Idid riot apprehend your unci! 
Ti?i^> Was b' horfeback.—- ^1-^ 

C H A. P. XLVIII. 

A Man*? body and his mind, wifh the; 
utmoft reverence to both I fpea^ 
it, are exaftly like a jerkin, and a jer- 
kin's lining ; — runnple the one, •— ^you 
rumple the other* .There is one. certa^a 
exception however in ^his cafe, ^fi4 ^^^^ 
is, wh^n you arc (9 fortunate a /ellpifr^ as 
to hay^.had your, j^kip m^c of gum- ^ 
tafFeta,- and, th^.ib(^dy-lwingi to it .of a^ 
farccact or tfea ^$xf^ni :;i '^.\: ,oji u.;L /.:. 
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fZ^if, Qie^fhs, Dhgines Sakfhukis^ 

^nd Pqfifdpftius %moagft the Qreeis ;--^— 
Cafo ai|4 /^(C^^ and f ^er^ amongft the 

R^majff s ^Pant^us aad Clem^ts Jkx- 

ifndrinus aitd Mmtaigne amo&gfl: the 
Chriftians ; and a fcore and a half of 
goodj ^one^, unthinking Sbandtan peo- 
ple as ever liyedi whofe nances I can't 
recoUef):^ -*- all pretended that their jer* 
kins were tp^t after this fafhiony'— j^ou 
might Ijave rumpled and crumpled; and 
doubled aad.xreMed^ and fretted and 
fridged the outfide of them all to pieces ; 
in fhort, you might have played the 
very devil with them> and at the fame 
time^ not one of the infides of them 
would have been one buttpo the ^i^orfe^ 
for all you had done to them. 

I believe in my confcicnce that mine 
IS made up fomewhat after this fort :-— r- 
for never poor jerkin has been tickled 
off at fuch a rate as it has been thefe laft 
nine months together, tt-t— and yet I dc- 
clare> the lining to it, — r-;— as far as I 
am a judge of the iDatter,?*-^^— is ja^t a 
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three-penj^y piece the worre$*<^peUHSielif 
kelter-flfieltcr^dtiigs^doflg, cut ondeliiu^ 
back ikoke aad Ib^e fifoke> fide waf 
smd bmg w^r ^^vc tiipy h^en trimnung 
it &r mei--^had there been the leaft 
^mminefs in my litung^-^-by heaven f 
Lt had all of it long up been frayed and 
fretted to a thread. 

— Yau Mc0rs^ the ^lonthly re- 
viewers ! — ——how could you cut and 
flaAi my jerkiin as you did ?— ^hoiw did 
ypu know, b« you htquW cut-fny lining 
too? 

Heartily and frcHn my foiil> to ^ 
piote6liQB of that Being who. will injuf^ 
none of m, dp I recommend you anA 
your affair^-rffo God blcls youi- — oniy 
next month* if any one of you ifaould 
gnafh his teeth, and ftorm and rage ar 
me, as fome of you did laft MAYj(ia 
which I remember the weather was vcfy 
hot) •^^ don't be exafperated, if I pafs it 
by again with good ten)p^,-^being dcr 
terminedas long as I live or write (whi/^h 
in mfiCafe meaas the iame thing) neytr 
wtougiise idbe^hotBoft gejpydeman a woi^b 
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wotd or a woHe wifli than my uncle 7V« 
^ gave the fly which buzzed about his 

noic all dinner-time^ " Go,— go, 

" poor devil,'* quoth he,— "get thee 
** gone, — ^whyihouldlhurtthce? This 
** world is furely wide enough to h<dd 
" both thee and me." 



CHAP. XLIX. 

ANY man. Madam, reafoning up^ 
wards, and obferving the prodi- 
gious fuffufion of blood in my father's 
countenance,— -by means of which (as all 
the blood in his body feemed to ruih in- 
to his face, as I told you) he mull have 
reddened, pidorically and fcientifically 
fpeaking, fix whole tints and a half, if 
not a full octave above his natural co- 
lour :— any man. Madam, but my unc)e 
^oby^ who had obferved this, togedicr 
with the violent knitting of my father's 
brows, and the extravagant contortion 
of his body during the whole affair,—* 
wbuld have concluded my father in a 
xage ; and taking that for granted,— bad 
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he been a lover of fuch kind of concord 
vas arifes from two fuch inftruments being 
put in exaft tune,-^he would inftantly 
'have fltrew'd up his, to the fame jpitchj 
.—and th^ the devil and all hac! broke 
ioofe.— the whole piece, Madkm, muft 
have been played off like the fixth of 
Avifon Scarlatti^-«^w7/«rw, — like mad. 

•—Grant me patience f* What has 

fon furia, ■ ■ con ftrefitOy — — or any 
other hurly bqriy whatever to do with* 
harmony ? 5» . 

Any man,' I fay. Madam, but my tin^. 
cle ^ohyy the benignity- of whofe heart 
Inttefpreted every mtition of the bbdy In 
the kindeft fenfe the motion would admit 
of, would have concluded ity father an- 
gry, and blamed him too. My uncle 
fV*y blamed nothing but the tay lor who 
ctrt the pocket-hqle ? — -^(o fitting ftill 
tfttmy father had got hisf handkerchief 
6tit of ir, and looking all- the time up 
» in' his face with inexprefllble good-wiU 
^— — my father, 4f length, went on a& 
fdiqwsr, 
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C H A P. L. 

^' "^T X 7" HAT prodigious armies yoq 
W " had in Flanders r 
-——Brother Toiyf, quoth my fa,ther, I 
do believe thee to b^ a^ honeil f man, and 
with as good and a^ ypright a heart as 
ever God created j-^-^nor is it thyripiul^^ 
iCall the children whigh have beenj, may^ 
Can^ fhallj will^ pr ought tp be begotten^ 
come with their heads foremoft into ^hc 
world:- — but iDelieve me^ d^ar X<^hr 
the accidents which unavoidably way-lay^ 
them, not only in the article of our ber 
getting 'cnr>,— though thefe, in my 

opinion, arc well worth confidering,- ■ 

t)ut the dangers and difficulties ou^ckilj 
dren are befetwitb, after they.ftre^g^t 
forth intp tb^ worldji.are enow-^little jiec.£| 
is there to e:ijfpofe thcpi tp unnecefliry 
ones in their pafTage to jt-r—r-Are tlvQfq 
dangers^ quoth my ujicle TVfes laying hi?, 
hand upon ;iiy father's. kn^e,,a/id Igoking 
up.ferioufiy.in.Ws fj^ct for an anrwcr|: 
r«-.«^W"e tiicfc dan^rs.pcat^rnowo'day?^' 
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brother, than in tinaes patt ? Brother 
Toiyi anfwered my father, if a child was 
but fairly begot, and born alive, and 
healthy, and thfe mothetdid well after it, 
—our forefathers never looked farther. 
" ' j My uncle Toiy inftantly withdrew 
his hand from off my father's knee, re- 
clined his body gently badk in his chair, 
raifed his head till he could juft fee the 
cornice of the rooni, and then dif edling 
the buccin^tofy mufclcs along his cheeks, 
and the orbicular mufclcs around his 
lips to do their duty— he whittled Lilla- 
bullerd* 

C H A P. LL 

WHILST my uncle Toby was whir- 
ling Litlabullero to my father,— 
Dr. Slop was ftaniping, and curfing and 
damning at Obadiab at a moft dreadful 
fate, ■ it would have done your 

heart good, and cured you. Sir, forevcf 
of the vile fin of fwearing, to have heard 
him.— I am determined therefore to re* 
Late the whole a£falr to you. 
\ w a 
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39^ THf tiFE AKP 0PtKt03^S, 

When Dr. Slep\ maid delivered thtf 
grieen baisje bag with her mafteF*§ in- 
itruments ii;i it> ta Oioiimk, (be very 
fcnfiWy exhorted him to put his head 
and one arna through the lh-is]^> and 
ride with it flung acrofs his bo^yi fa 
undoing the bow-knot, to lengthen the 
ftrings for hiin> without any naore ado^ 
flie helped hin) on with it. However, a^i 
this, ia foxne meafure, uQguajrded the 
mouth, of the bag, left aay thing ihould 
bolt out in gaUopijag back, at the fpeed 
Obadiab thrcatenedj they coivfaltod ta 
take it oflF again : and in the greac ca«e 
and caution of their hearts, they had 
taken the two ftrings and tied them clofc 
(purfing up tlie mouth of the bag firft) 
with half a dt^zeri hard feixot?, eapBk o£ 
which Ohadiah^^ to make. aU fafe, had 
twitched and drawn, togeth^l^ witji alt 
the ftrength' of his bqdy. 

This anfwered all that. Ohadiab and 
the maid intended i butwas iKrrenricdf 
againft fome evils whiQh netthcr he of 
fhe forefaw. The iuftrtjioent^,. it ieems^ 
as tight as th& b^ wa9:.tied above, had 
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lb much room to play in it, tdwards the 
bottom (the fhape of the bag being co- 
nical) that Obadiab could not make t 
trot of it,, but with fueh a tcrribfe jin- 
gle, what with the tir^ tetey fofcepSj and 
Jquirt^ a$ would have bten enchigh^ had 
JH^men been taking a jaunt that way, tor 
have frightened hhfn out of the country ; 
but when Obadiab accelerated his mo* 
tion, and from a plain trot aflfnyed ta 
prick his coaeh-horfe into a full gid- 
lop— — by Heaven ! Sir, the jingle wa» 
incredible. 

As OiuMab Yi'dtA a wife and thi^ee chilli 
dren ■ ■ ■ the turpitude of fot^nication^ 
and the many other political ill confe-. 
quences of diis^ jingling,, lie Ver'dftce en- 
tered his brain,.— —he had however 
his objedidn, which came hohno teihim^ 
felf, and weigtfed with him^ ^ it has 
oft-times done with the greateft patriots* 
*-—• " The poor fellowy Sir, 'ma^ mLabk 
io bear bimfelf xMjNe.^' » 
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CHAP. Lli. 



A&O^adidb loved wind-mufic prefcr->' 
'ably to all the inftrumental mufic 
he carried with him,— he very confide* 
rately fet his imagination to ^ork, to 
contrive and to invent by what mean» 
lie (hould put himfelf in a condition of 
enjoying it. 

In alldiOreiTes (except mufical) where 
finall cords are wanted, nothing is ib 
apt to enter a man's head as his hat-» 

band: the philofophy of this is fo 

near the furface I fcorn to enter into 
it. 

As Obadiak\ was a mixM cafe « 
mark, Sirs, I fay, a mixed cafe; for it 
was obftetrical,— — 3/J:nf^-tical,fquirticd, 
papiftical— -and as far as the coach- 
horfe was concerned in it, — — caball- 
iftical— —and only partly, mufical j—- 
Obadiab made no fcruple of availing^ 
himfelf of the firft expedient which of- 
fered I fo taking hold of the bag and 
inftruroents, and griping them hard to- 
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gethcr with one hand, and with the fin- 
ger and thumb of the other putting the 
end of the hat-band bctwiict his teeth> 
and then (lipping his hand dbwn to the 
middle of it,~-he tied and crojfs-tied 
them all faft together from one end to 
the other (as you would cord/a trunk) 
with fuch a multiplicity of rourid-abo\its 
and intricate crofs turns, with a hard 
knot at every interfeftion or point where 
the ftrings met,— that Dr« Slop muft 
have had three fifths oi Job's patience at 
leafttohave unloofed them. — I think in 
my confciencc, that had Nature been 
in one of her nimble moods, and in hu- 
mour for fuch a contett and Ihe and 

jyr.Siop both fairly ftarted together-..-*^ 
there is no man living who had feen the 
bag with all that Obadiab had done to 
it,«i— and known likewife the great fpeed 
the Goddefs cai> make when (he thinks 
proper, who would have had the leaft 
doubt remaining in his mind— which ©fv 
the two would have carried ofi^ the prize^. . 
My mother. Madam, had been delivered? 
fijoiier than the green bag infallibl y! a - u . 
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-at kaft. by twenty i*^/.-— ^-i-Sport of 
imaU accidents, Tri/tranf^ Sbandyl that 
,thou ait> and evier will be ! had that trial 
beecL for thec> apd it was fifty to cme but 
It had,— T-thy affairs had riot been fo 
'tdcjprcft'd-.-(at leaft by tfee dcpreffwn.of 
thy ©oft) fw they hav^. becni nor had 
the fortunes of thy hoi:>fe and the occa- 
lions of making them* which have fo 
often prefented theiTifelves in the courfe 
of thy life, to thee, been fo often^ fo 
/vexatioufly> fo tamely, fo irrecoverably 
abandoned-— as thou haft been forced to 
leave themj— — but 'tis over, — ---all 
but the account of 'em, which canno^ 
be given to the Curious till I ^ifi gpt pu| 
into the world, 
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